


Londoner Buses has this one-time Devon General Atlantean, now re-registered 724 XUW,
doing an ‘Xmas Lights Tour’ travelling south along Regent Street. (Richard Godfrey)

The ‘Finchley Running Day’ on 19th November brought out some buses from the recent
past. Former Arriva Volvo B7TL VLW 85 revives its days on route 221.
(Terry Wong Min)
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Front cover: Autumnal leaves adorn this view of Go-Coach Enviro200 YX66 WFF at

Badger’s Mount on route 3 between Orpington Hospital and Sevenoaks.
(Richard Godfrey)
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items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at the Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
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Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
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UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively.  Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise, it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via: Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt,
Sevenoaks,TN14 7EP. Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 29Nov to 02Dec and due for posting on Tues 12th December

Closing date for TLB713 is Weds 03 January due for posting on Tues 16th January.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 03Jan. 07Feb, 06Msr 2024.
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Special Note

End of another year and I offer my thanks to all those who have contributed to TLB, the sub-editors and
reporters, the operators who supply information, fellow societies who we co-operate with, as well as the
sales and despatch teams and our printers at Ludo Press. You all are indispensable.

I shall be retiring from TLB editorial in the coming months but I shall continue with Country Routes
and the photos. Chris Jennings (email Chris(underscore)routemaster@hotmail.co.uk ) is taking the
Current Vehicles section from the January TLB and Thomas Young will phase in as Managing Editor.
Tom"s email is lotstlbeditor@gmail.com although, unless it is for him specifically, you should send to
section sub-editors as usual. I am reminded that this month marks 40 years with me at the TLB Helm.

Contents

Pages 2-3  Coming Events and Postal Sales

Pages 4-5  General & Industry News

Pages 6-16  Greater London Area - Route Developments

Pages 17-18 Country Area — Route Developments

Pages 19-20 Publicity news

Pages 21-28 Current vehicle news of all operators

Pages 29-32 Where are they now? Subsequent vehicle disposals
Page 32 Service Vehicles (but not published this smnth)

LOTS Meetings
We now meet at The Gallery at 77 Cowcross Street, Farringdon. It is 3-mins walk from Farringdon
Station (Met/H&C/Circle lines, Thameslink plus Elizabeth line). Doors open at 6pm for a 6.30pm start.
Dates in 2024 are Mondays 19Feb, 13May, 24 June (AGM), 30Sep, 25Nov.
The February meeting will be a presentation by John Parkin “Pure nostalgia - LT and LCBS buses and
coaches from the late sixties onwards, including bus garages, terminals and short workings, blind
displays and bus crews.

Coming Events (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand due to attend).

Sunday 17th December: Route 227 (Bromley & Crystal Palace) with several RFs; also RT+RM on old
94 (Bromley & Petts Wood) plus two Green Line RFs on old 725.

Looking ahead: London Bus Museum's major events at Brooklands in 2024 are 14April, 23June, 200ct.

Payments for membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
»lotsmemsec™ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ,,lotspostalsales™ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership) at
,Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the 'Postal
Sales' or ,Membership” name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal Sales
orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ,staff” availability - especially in these current
times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

A full Sales List was in TLB711 and is also on our website. Orders from the Sales List or a letter
is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if you send a cheque, please don“tstaple cheques to the form
— they really won"t get lost by us but might be when the banks try to process them electronically!
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LOTS Postal Sales
Included with last month*s TLB711 was the latest complete Sales List
The Newest LOTS items:

LOTS London Bus Review 2022 (£17.00) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 135 colour pictures with extensive
captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years™ experience.

SUP-45A London Bus Garages, allocations and routes (£5.50). This lists all garages (irrespective of
operator) from A to X. Each has a based fleetlist and a list of routes, types allocated and basic M-F PVR
figures This first edition is dated September, ie to match info in TLB709.

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.205 Autumn 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are: Part 2 of
Malc McDonald"s history of bus services in Thamesmead, and a review of Sunday-only bus services in
the 1960s and 197b0s by a new (to LBM) author named Martin Reynolds but being published under his
long-established nom de plume of “Watton™.

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.206 Winter 2023, £6.00. Two main articles, by Colin
Stannard on his long career with (mostly) LT and successors, plus an account of the relatively recent
Guildford ,bus war” between Arriva and Stagecoach by Andrew Babbs.

LOTS Fleetbook 2023 £8.00)

LOTS SUP 24] Service Vehicles - current fleet April 2023 £5.00

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.204 Summer 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are:

Thamesmead half a century on (Malc McDonald) and Roving round the airfields (Graham Burnell).
LOTS LBM - London Bus Magazine No.203 Spring 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are:

LT service vehicles in the 21st Century (Tom Young); Fifty years of LBM: A personal perspective
(Tony Wilson); Modern destination blinds by McKenna Brothers (Bob Williamson)

Bus maps from Mike Harris: Greater London Bus Map No. 40 - 29/4/2023 £2.00
and Greater London Night Bus Map - 29/4/2023 £4.00

From Capital Transport

London*s Post-War Smaller Classes (STD, TD, G436, RLH, RFW, GS, RW, XA, XF, RC) entering
service between 1946 and 1965 by Ken Blacker. £35.00 Includes over 200 photos.

London Country Busman, 1975-1990 by Matthew Keyte £30.00,

Town & City Buses by Stewart J. Brown and Kevin McCormack. £35.00 , 160 pages, with over
200 colour photos from around the UK from the 1960s to 1985.

Tracks of Londons Trams 1949-1952 by R J Harley. £25.00 published by Heathfield Publishing.
The text tells what it was like to ride on the trams and what it was like to work on them in their final
years. 80 B&W photos and 25 colour photos.

From LRTA:

Bluebird Reborn: The History and Restoration of LCC No. 1. Edited by Lynn Wagstaff. £35.00. The

book tells the story of LCC No. 1 from its inception in 1929, detailing its construction, service in

London and Leeds, time spent in preservation and its recent restoration at National Tramway Museum.
From Mathew Wharmby: London"s Advert Buses by Matthew Wharmby. £16.99 published by Key

Publishing. 230 colour photos - soft back.

From the Southdown Enthusiasts” Club; SEC Fleet List 2023 £8.00.

Sussex Independents 2023 £6.50; Southdown Fleet & Routes 1969 £8.00

Southdown Fleet History Part 34 1969 £7.00 and Southdown Fleet History Part 35 1969 £7.00.
(Both books cover the assumption by Southdown of the Brighton Hove & District Fleet on 1 January
1969).
Southdown Fleet History Part 36: 1969 (thirty dual-purpose Leopards and the first rear-engine double-
deckers) £7.00 (SEC)




The London Bus - TLB712 — December 2023 — Page 4

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS
Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

A Government ministerial reshuffle took place on 13th November. The biggest surprise was
former Prime Minister David Cameron who returns to Government as the new Foreign Secretary. As he
is no longer an MP, he has been elevated to the House of Lords as Lord Cameron to enable him to be
questioned in Parliament. Former Foreign Secretary James Cleverly is now Home Secretary replacing
Suella Braverman who lost her job after making a series of controversial statements. In the Department
for Transport Secretary of State Mark Harper keeps his job, but Durham MP Richard Holden, who was
previously responsible for buses and local transport has moved to the Cabinet Office. He is replaced by
Guy Opperman, MP for Hexham. Bexhill & Battle MP Huw Merriman retains his responsibilities as
Minister of State for London, TfL and rail, including HS2.

TfL"s latest Finance report which covers the period from April to mid-October shows that
passenger numbers are now relatively steady at 90% of pre pandemic levels with Underground and rail
journeys achieving faster growth than buses. The current funding agreement with the Government
expires in March 2024 and there is concern that some long term capital investment plans could suffer if
support is reduced. This could delay new trains for the Bakerloo line leaving the current 50 year old
trains in service for longer. Current income now exceeds pre-pandemic levels but costs have also risen
so fare rises may be needed to support TfL finances.

The Chancellors Autumn statement on 22nd November included an announcement of plans for
£23 million to be given for a rapid transit style bus service through Thamesmead. The proposed route
would run between Woolwich and Plumstead via Eastern Way, Carlyle Road and Harrow Manor Way to
Abbey Wood station. Buses would have their own lanes with special priority measures. This funding is
subject to a business case approval and is linked to the development of new homes under the
Government™s ,Docklands 2.0" scheme.

Fare evasion on London™s buses is reported to have exceeded 3.5 million journeys over the past
twelve months. Just over 13,400 on the spot fines were issued and there were 6,600 irregularity reports
where evasion was considered for prosecution. The average fine imposed on those found guilty of fare
evasion was £178 with costs, compensation and a victim surcharge averaging £310.

Shadow Transport Minister Bill Esterson has said that a future Labour Government would work
in partnership with the bus and coach industry. He emphasised his Partys commitment to introducing
franchising outside London.

The ASLEF union called for further rail strikes at individual train companies between 2nd
December and 8th December and there was also an overtime ban between 1st and 9th December which
led to reduced timetables in many areas. Bus drivers at RATP-DEV Transit based at Westbourne Park
went on strike on Ist December and 4th December with further action planned between 22nd & 23rd
December.

On 25 November the SL10 became the first completely new Superloop route between Harrow
and North Finchley. Originally announced as the X183 it follows much of the 183 between Harrow Bus
Station and Hendon but continues to North Finchley instead of Golders Green. It is operated by RATP
London Sovereign using Enviro 400EVs from Harrow with the new red and white Superloop livery and
branding. The northern loop continued east from North Finchley to Walthamstow from 9 December with
the SL1 while the SL2 will continue Superloop from Walthamstow to North Woolwich from March
2024 followed by the south east quadrant from Thamesmead to Bromley (SL3) and Bromley to Croydon
(SL5). The final part of the Superloop network will be the SL4 from Canary Wharf to Grove Park which
will begin in 2025 when the Silvertown tunnel opens.
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------ General & Industry News
Corporate and company news
Bus manufacturer Mellor and its parent company Treka Bus — part of WN V-Holdings have
appointed administrators and a sale process for the business is underway. Mellor had a record order
book and had spent £4.9 million on product development, mostly the Mellor Sigma battery electric
single deck buses in an attempt to expand from its traditional minibus ranges.

Other General News

New bus registrations have reached a post pandemic high according to figures from the Society
of Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). New UK bus registrations more than doubled in the third
quarter of 2023 with 327 double deck and 338 single deckers but the largest increase was for minibuses
were 1,074 were registered (these numbers had been reduced earlier due to supply issues). Overall 3,836
new buses and coaches have been registered in 2023. These figures are 43% below the 2016 peak but
the SMMT is optimistic successful bids through Zero Emission Bus Regional Area (ZEBRA) funding
will increase numbers further in 2024.

Australian bus manufacturer Custom Denning has produced a 12 metre battery electric single
deck bus aimed at the UK market. Four vehicles are expected to arrive in the UK by February. Custom
Denning is owned by Scott Dunn, Chief Executive of Rotala so the first examples are expected to be
destined for a Rotala owned company in the UK.

Gatwick Airport Station has been virtually doubled in size to accommodate increasing passenger
numbers and reduce congestion. There are new entrance and exit routes within the station with more
circulation space, extra escalators and larger lifts to and from platforms.

Transport for Wales has suggested that rail staff in rural areas could drive rail replacement road
services as part of TfW"s bid to ,go further than Transport for London on integrated transport in an
approach that would deliver services in a joined up way with joined up teams".

The first refurbished Central line trains have entered service. The 1992 stock trains entered
service between 1993 and 1995 but have been looking distinctly dingy in recent years with poor lighting
and worn seat coverings. A new on-train computer system should improve reliability and enable trains to
run at faster speeds on some of the longer surface sections of the Central line. Up to five trains could be
out of service for refurbishment at any one time. Meanwhile the press have been invited to Germany to
see the first of 94 new walk through air conditioned Piccadilly line trains which are due to enter service
from 2025.

More new trains will be needed for the Elizabeth line to increase frequencies if and when HS2
terminates at Old Oak Common. The rail industry is pressing the Government to approve an order for
additional Class 345 trains to avoid job losses at Alstoms Derby factory which is currently short of
work.

The annual Bus Industry Awards were held in London on 28th November. The overall winner of
Bus Operator of the Year went to Go South Coast with Brighton & Hove runner up and winner in the
top city operator category. London operators featured in several categories, including Culture change
where RATP Dev Transit was silver winner with Stagecoach London winning bronze. For Stagecoach,
Lea Interchange was named London Bus Garage of the Year with Arriva Croydon and Stagecoach
Barking runners up. The Luke Pulley Gold Award for Top London Bus driver went to Marina Rudko at
RATP Dev Transit, with Andy Beckers from Stagecoach London and Thomas Brade from Arriva
London taking Silver and Bronze places. Congratulations to all involved.

Finally, congratulations to LOTS member Peter Hendy, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill who has
been named New Londoner of the Year for his dedication to delivering high standards in public
transport in London at both TfL and his present role at Network Rail.
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GREATER LONDON AREA - Route Developments
Section Editor: Stephen Floyd, 4 Turnpike Gardens, Bedford, MK42 0AJ, e-mail to
stevefloyd1959@gmail.com  This section covers local TfL bus services within the Greater London
County boundary. Fuller detail of any commercial or county services that enter the Greater London
County from outside will be in the Country Area Route Developments section that follows this section
in TLB. Night services are indicated by e.g. =24 night only or 24/= day and night (24 hour) services.

LONDON BUSES - TENDERED ROUTES UPDATE
Routes 328, 481 and C1 from tranches 877A, 883 and 883 A awarded, starting on 11th May 2024 (481),
29th June 2024 (328, C1). Routes 328 and 481 are for 3 years; route C1 is for 7 years.

328 Retained by Metroline Travel using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles (pvr 19).

481 Awarded to Metroline Travel using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles.
Currently operated by London United from Fulwell (FW) garage. (pvr 5)

C1 Retained by London United using existing electric single-deck vehicles (pvr 13).

Routes 29/N29, 109/N109, 126, 212, 357 and 497 have had 2-year extensions agreed and will no longer
form part of the 2024/25 tendering programme.

The current contracts for routes 49, 117, 398, 697 and H9/H10 will now terminate early and will be
added to the 2024/25 tendering programme as a supplementary Tranche 893A.

Route 118 will be re-allocated from tranche 906 to a separate Tranche 906A.

Routes 389/399 which operate off-peak only, will be re-allocated from Tranche 913 in the 2025/26
tendering programme and will be combined with the contract for route 299 in Tranche 904.

The 2024/25 tendering programme is now as follows:-
Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted
#871C.(325/24): SLS (Bromley—Croydon) ......ousecmmsssmimmmassienes --
#873A.(03/24) SL7(ex X26) (GA Metiobus) ....covvssssnnsmsvvansins --
#874 (06/24) E3 (London United) ...........oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiinens --
#875 (04/24) Ul, U2, U3, U4 (Metroline West) .............ccuvennne. --
#877A(04/24) El (London United) ... wsimmmemanamsesswmmesasams --
#880A (05/24) 639/670 (London'United) v -
#883 (06/24) 211 (London United) ......ccoovniiiiniiiiiiieeeneee, --
#883A.(06/24) 28/N28(London TraNSIt) «..:ususvsnuasvssnssasmmmnmmsnns --
#884.(06/24). 465 (London United) ...ccuiivusinmsmmssnmmmaansssisy -
#884A (06/24) 65/N65, 71, 281/=, 371, 406/418, 681,

K5 (London United) .....ooovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienen -
#885(7-9/24) 210, 382, C11, W7, W8 (Metroline Travel) ............. -
#8886 (7-824) 17 (Metrolinie Travel) ..q.uvisnnsinissssryasia --
#887 (08/24) Tranche cancelled...............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 533
#888 (08/24) 5/N15, 15, 115 (GA Blue Triangle),

66 (ATTIVE EN) covvusvsaussmsmisismns i --
#890A (09/24) 618 (new route Ivybridge — Syon Lane) .................. --
#891 (8=10/24) 66] (S"eh SEIKeNt) . .cvssamuwssmmmmmmammmamessmmsmsams -
#891A (09/24) W12, W13 (S"ch ex HCT Group),

WIA (S Chex T.Teansit)cicinnicinnsinassaisasmineis --
#892 (09/24) 90 (Metroline Travel), 222/=, H13 (Metrolme West)

395 (London Sovereign) .. . -
#RA(09/24) 640 (BuliVal) vvummnmmansrsnmssssmsr e --
#893 (9-11/24) 411 (London United), 627 (Arriva LS) .......ocevevvvveneennn. -
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#893A (9-11/24) 49, 117, 697 (London United),
398, H9/H10 (London Sovereign) ..........cccvereannnnes -
#894 (9-12/24) 4, 6/=, 98/N98, (Metroline Travel),
341/= (AITiva LN) .....ccoooeerrerieercnrecsnenssnnessansssasssensnes --
#895 (9-10/24) 669, 672 (S*ch Selkent) .........cccceevvveeiieeiciiecieeieeee --
#896 (10-11/24) 103, 150, 175, 370 (Arriva LN),
257 (STeh East London) wisasvmnnusinis s --
#897 (10-12/24) 22/N22, 88/=, 170 (GA London General),
33/N33; 419 (London:-United) ......cusvssimssssanissaniin -
#898A (11/24) 34/= (Arriva LN), SL1 (N. Finchley — Walthamstow) .. --
#898B (11/24) 192 (Arriva LN) .oooiiiiciieeeceeeeeeee e --
#899 (11-12/24) 18/N18, 94/=, 266/N266 (London United)
218 (London TIan8it) w...ccumammsisinviimsmivenis g --
#900 (11-12/24) 176/=, 188/=, 360 (GA London Central)
355 (GA MEtrobus) ......cc.eeveuveioueeerieeeiriecineeeearee e --
H900A (1124) 45 (ALEII0) «cuswuvvammimmmmsmnanisianssvsimsiissansessssiss --
#901 (12/24-2/25) 258 (London United), 278 (Abellio) ........cc.cccoveeunenee.. -
#902 (1-3/25) 444 (GA London General), 323, (S“ch East London) ... 212, 357,497
#903 (1-2/25) 121, 141, 329 (Arriva LN), 153 (GA London General)
#904 (1-3/25)  41/=, W4, W6 (Arriva LN) 299/389/399 (Sullivan),
657 (GA London General) ........ccccceevuveeieeceieceeee e, 29/N29
#905 (1-2/25) 99, 269, 401 (Arriva LN), 233 (GA Metrobus), 422,
B14, SL3 (S“ch Selkent), B16 (GA London Central) .... --
#905A (03/25) RI1, R2, R3, R4, R6, R8, R11 (GA Metrobus) ............ --
#906 (2-3/25)  36/=, 172, 343/N343 (GA London Central) .................. 109/N109
#906A:(02/25) L150GA Lonaon Genetal) ..« vrmnmvemssmumnmupmmse -
#907 (2-3/25) 423, H22, H37, H98 (London United),
H28 (ADEIlIO) ..oeeieieieieeeeee e --
#908 (03/25) 282 (Metroline West), 482 (Abellio) ......cc.covvveeerveennnen. --
#909 (03/25) 161, 181, 284 (S“ch Selkent),
225 (GA London Central), C10 (Abellio) ..................... --
#910 (03/25) 138 (GA Metrobus) .......ccocovveevieeiiecieciecie e 126
#911 (03/25) 169,.247, 287 (S ch East London). ... --
#912 (03/25) 68/N68 (Abellio) 468 (Arriva LS),
SL6 (ex X68) (GA London Central) ..........ccccoeuveennnenns --

The first part of the 2025/26 tendering programme is now as follows:-

Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted

#913 (04/25) 263/N271. (Metroling Travel) ... -

#914 (4-5/25) 424, 485, G1, (G-A London General), P5 (Abellio) ... --

#915 (04/25) SL5 (operator TBA), SL7 (G-A Metrobus) ............... --

ROUTE AND SERVICE CHANGES

Saturday 7th October 2023: As in TLB711.

Saturday 14th October 2023: As in TLB711.

Saturday 21st October 2023: As in TLB711.

Saturday 28th October 2023: As in TLB711, PVR change for Abellio 196 is now 16/15/9 #QB561+.
Sunday 29th October 2023: As in TLB711.
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------ Greater London Route Devts
Monday 30th October 2023: (Additional)
675 (Arriva London North-AD) (St.James Street Station & Woodford, Woodbridge High School
SDO) AM journey retimed to depart 10 minutes earlier at 07:24 to allow time for the diversion
to avoid Broadmead Bridge in Woodford. (see also TLB708 diversions, TLB710 route 275).

Saturday 4th November 2023:

221 (Arriva London North-WN) (Edgware Station & Turnpike Lane Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing HV-class Volvo BSLH/Wrightbus hybrid double-deck vehicles.

PVR Changes from Saturday 4th November 2023:

Arriva London North: No change to 221 PVRs.

Saturday 11th November 2023:

38 (Arriva London North-CT) (Victoria Station & Clapton Pond) and

N38  (Arriva London North-CT) (Victoria Station & Walthamstow Central Station) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters. Weekend service on the N38
revised to run every x30mins Walthamstow & Piccadilly Circus, every x30 mins Walthamstow
& Victoria Station.

111/= (Abellio-TF) (Kingston & Heathrow Airport Central) Revised daily timetables for reliability.

363 (Crystal Palace & Elephant & Castle, London Road) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Abellio
from Walworth (WL) garage using a mix of new electric and hybrid double-deck vehicles,
Previously operated by Go-Ahead London Central from Peckham (PM) garage using EH-class
AD E40H Enviro400H hybrid double-deck vehicles.

465  (London United-TV) (Kingston & Dorking, Towncourt Road) Revised timetable for running
time.

PVR Changes from Saturday | 1th November 2023:

Abellio: 111 to 28%/25/20 (*481) #TF101+; =111 to 5 Su-Th/6 FrSa #101+ (from daytime route);

363 to 13*/12*/10* (*N63) #WL361+;

N63 now uses daytime running numbers from 363. No change to total, 6 Su-Th/9 FrSa nights, although
on Mo-Th nights includes self-contained runnings: #WL262 and Sa night #W1L263/264.

Arriva London North: 38 to 36/36/29 #CT201+, N38 to 9 Su-Th/12 FrSa nights #CT151+;

Go-Ahead London Central: 363 withdrawn.

London United: No change to 465 PVRs.

Saturday 18th November 2023: Widened timetables on routes 13, 14/=, 23/= and 148/= in afternoons
and evenings for ,,Winter Wonderland™ at Hyde Park, until 2nd January 2024.

14/=  (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Putney Heath, Green Man & Russell Square) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-, WHV- and MHV-class hybrid double-deck
AD E40H Enviro400H, Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3, or MCV EvoSeti vehicles. Night
service increased at weekends from x20 mins to every x15 mins.

39 (Go-Ahead London General-GM) (Clapham Junction, Falcon Road & Putney Bridge Station)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract, using new SEe-class electric vehicles in due course.

74 (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Baker Street Station & Putney, High Street) and

N74  (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Baker Street Station & Roehampton, Danebury Avenue)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-, WHV- and MHV-class hybrid
double-deck AD E40H Enviro400H, Volvo BSLH/ Wrightbus or MCV EvoSeti vehicles.

339 (Stagecoach Lea Interchange-Ll) (Leytonstone Station & Shadwell Station) Rerouted between
Marshgate Lane and Wick Lane, via Bassett Lane, Monier Bridge and Monier Road, to serve the
Fish Island development.

430  (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (South Kensington, Natural History Museum & Roehampton,
Danebury Avenue) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-, WHV- and
MHV-class hybrid double-deck AD E40H Enviro400H, Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3, or
MCV EvoSeti vehicles. Daily daytime frequency reduced from x10 to x12mins.
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Saturday 18th November, continued:
436 (Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Lewisham, Lewisham Centre & Battersea Power Station) and
N136 (Oxford Circus & Chislehurst, War Memorial) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using existing
EH-class hybrid double-deck AD E40H Enviro400H vehicles. Mon-Sat daytime frequency on
route 436 reduced from x10 to x12 mins.
H20  (Abellio-TF) (Hounslow Civic Street & Twickenham, Tesco) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.
H25  (Abellio-TF) (Hatton Cross & Hanworth, Butts Farm) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.
U7 (Abellio-DH) (Uxbridge Station & Hayes, Sainsburys) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using
existing diesel single-deck vehicles. Additional SDO journeys withdrawn.

PVR Changes from Saturday 18th November 2023:

Abellio: U7 to 4/4/3 #DH201+, no change to H20, H25 PVRs;

Go-Ahead London Central: 436 to 13/13/12 #NX301+, N136 to 7 every night #NX361+;
Go-Ahead London General: =14 to 7 Su-ThN/8 Fr/SaN #AF201+, 39 to 14/14/10 #AF21+,
74 to 18/18/14 #AF 151+, N97 to 3+ Su-ThN/4+ Fr-SaN #AF191+ (+2 ex 430 every night),
430 to 11*/11*/11* #AF231 (*N97), no change to 14, N74 PVRs;

Stagecoach Lea Interchange: No change to 339 PVRs.

Saturday 25th November 2023: A number of stop alterations at Harrow Bus Station as a result of the
introduction of route SL10.

44 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Tooting Station & Victoria Station) Re-allocated to Stockwell
(SW) garage.

112 (Metroline Travel-W) (Ealing Broadway & North Finchley) Improved frequencies daily, Early
morning frequencies increased daily from x15 to x12 mins, additional Mon-Fri morning peak
journey towards Ealing introduced, evening frequency increased from x20 to x12 mins and
daytime Sundays from x15 to x12 mins. The terminal stand at North Finchley was revised to set
down and stand in Ballards Lane and picking-up in the High Road.

113 (Metroline Travel- EW) (Marble Arch & Edgware Station) and

NI113 (Metroline Travel-EW) (Trafalgar Square & Edgware Station) Revised running time. Additional
Mon-Fri morning peak journeys withdrawn.

182  (Metroline Travel-HD) (Harrow Weald, Oxhey Lane & Brent Cross Shopping Centre) Rerouted
northbound direct along College Road, not looping via Harrow Bus Station.

183 (London Sovereign-SO) (Pinner, Love Lane & Golders Green Station) Frequency reduced
Mon-Sat daytimes from x7% to x10 mins and Sundays and evenings from x8 to x12mins.

223 (Metroline West-WJ) (Wembley Central, Montrose Crescent & Harrow, Bus Station) Extended
Daily in Harrow via H14 Harrow View, terminating at “Eastman Village” Newman Avenue.

698  (London Sovereign-BT) (West Drayton, Station Road & Ickenham, Douay Martyrs School,
SDO) Re-allocated to Hounslow (AV) garage, thus novated to London United.

H14  (London Sovereign-SO) (Northwick Park Hospital & Hatch End, St. Thomas Drive)

Re-allocated from Harrow (SO) to Edgware (BT) garage, but remaining allocated at Canons
Park (CP) outstation.

SL10 NEW ROUTE (London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station & North Finchley, Bus Station,
Express) from Harrow Bus Station via Station Road, Peterborough Road, Kenton Road, then via
183 to Hendon, Church Lane, then via Finchley Lane, Hendon Lane, Ballards Lane to North
Finchley, Bus Station. Operated by BCE-class BYD D8UR Enviro 400EV electric double-deck
vehicles, Mon-Sat daytimes every x12mins and Sundays and evenings every x15mins. Note this
is a variation to the 183 contract.

W19  (Stagecoach East London-AW) (llford High Road & Walthamstow, Argall Avenue Industrial
Estate) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.
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PVR Changes from Saturday 25th November 2023:
Go-Ahead London General: 44 to16/16/10 #SW21+;
London Sovereign: 183 to 19/18/15 #SO31+; H14 to 7/7/5 #BT141+ (actually outstationed at CP),
SL10 to 13/12/10 #SO501+, 698 to London United;
London United 698 to 5/-/- #AV481+;
Metroline Travel: 112 to 17/16/13 #W401+, 113 to 21/19/15 #EW 101+,
N113 to 4 Su-ThN/5 FrSaN #EW 141+, No change to 182;
Metroline West: 223 to 7/7/6 #WI271+;
Stagecoach East London: W19 to 18/15/9 #AW181+.

The planned route changes after our closing date are listed below but may be subject to change.

Saturday 2nd December 2023:

51 (Go-Ahead London Central-BX) (Woolwich, High Street & Orpington Station) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

61 (Stagecoach Selkent-TB) (Bromley North Station & Chislehurst, Gordon Arms) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

72 (London United-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Hammersmith Bridge, North Side) and

N72  (London United-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Roehampton, Bessborough Road) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing DLE-class AD20D Enviro200D diesel single-deck vehicles.

78 (Shoreditch High Street & Nunhead, St. Marys Road), LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Go-
Ahead London Central using existing EH-class and MHV-class hybrid double-deck vehicles
from Peckham (PM) garage. Previously operated by Arriva London North from Ash Grove (AE)
garage using HV-class s Volvo BSLH hybrid double-deck vehicles.

152 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Pollards Hill, Westmoreland Way & New Malden, Fountain)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new SEe-class BYD D8UR Enviro200EV electric single-
decks in due course.

157  (Crystal Palace & Morden Station) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Go-Ahead London General
using new Ee-class electric BYD D8UR AD Enviro 400EV City double-deck vehicles in due
course, using existing WVL-class Volvo B9TL Wrightbus Gemini 2 and E-class AD40D
Enviro400D diesel double-decks until electrics arrive. Mon-Fri SDO journey withdrawn.
Previously operated by Arriva London South from Thornton Heath (TH) garage, using T-class
AD40D Enviro400 diesel double-deck vehicles.

261 (Stagecoach Selkent-TB) Lewisham, Town Centre & Princess Royal University Hospital) LBSL
(QC) contract extended for 2 years.

321/= (Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (New Cross Gate, Sainsbury's & Foots Cray, Tescos) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using new Ee-class electric BYD D8UR AD Enviro 400EV City double-
deck vehicles in due course. The PM SDO jny withdrawn.

381 (Abellio-WL) (County Hall & Peckham, Bus Station) and

N381 (Abellio-WL) (Whitehall & Peckham, Bus Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new
electric double-deck vehicles in due course, type to be confirmed. Mon-Sat daytime frequency
reduced from x10-11 to x12mins.

452 (London Transit-X) (Vauxhall & Kensal Rise Stn) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

D7 (Mile End Station & Poplar, All Saints) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Stagecoach East
London using new electric double-deck vehicles from Ash Grove (HK) garage in due course. To
begin with diesel E400s are used. Previously operated by Go-4head Docklands from Silvertown
(SI) garage using WVL-class BO9TL Wrightbus Gemini 2 diesel and EH-class hybrid double-
deck vehicles. Mon-Sat daytime frequencies reduced from x10 to x12 mins, Sundays and
evenings from x12 to x15mins.
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Saturday 9th December 2023: Further to earlier notes, (see TLB708/709) Brent Cross West Station was
scheduled to open on Sunday 10th December, in line with the BR timetable changes that day.
Route 316 is the only one to be extended at this stage. Also, apologies for the late notice of the
introduction of the next Superloop route, though it wasn"t made public until late November.
Normal schedules reinstated on 187, 260, 297.

34 (Arriva London North-AD) (Barnet Church & Walthamstow Central Station) Mon-Sat daytime
frequency reduced from x8 to x10mins with a SDO journey withdrawn. Revised to stand (out of
service) at St James Street Station stand.

178 (Go-Ahead London Central-MG) (Woolwich, Calderwood Street & Lewisham, Town Centre)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

244  (Go-Ahead London Central-BX) (Woolwich Common, Queen Elizabeth Hospital & Abbey
Wood Station) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

292 (Metroline Travel-HD) (Borehamwood, Rossington Avenue & Colindale, ASDA) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

300  (Go-Ahead Docklands-SI) (Canning Town, Bus Station & East Ham, Wordsworth Avenue)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

316  (Metroline West-WJ) (White City & Cricklewood Garage) Extended daily to Brent Cross West
Station via Edgware Road and Geron Way, return via Geron Way and Edgware Road.

329  (Arriva London North-AD) (Turnpike Lane Station & Enfield, Little Park Gardens) Re-allocated
from Palmers Green (AD) to Wood Green (WN) garage.

SL1 NEW ROUTE (4rriva London North-AD) North Finchley, Bus Station & Walthamstow Central

Station, Express) via route 221 to New Southgate, then via route 34 via Arnos Grove, Palmers

Green, Edmonton (Silver Street), Crooked Billet, Walthamstow, Bell Corner and Market, using

HA-class AD40H Enviro400 City hybrid double-deck vehicles. Mon-Sat daytimes every
x12mins and Sundays and evenings every x15mins. Note this is a variation to the 34 contract.

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR BUSES IN LONDON

This summary below applies to London Buses/TfL operations. Details of non-TfL services should
hopefully be covered in TLB713. Anyone aiming to be out and about should consult TfL publicity or
their website. At the closing date, these are the expected operations, with any differences also covered
in TLB713. In this instance, references to Night Buses are for the night following the day in question.

Christmas Eve, Sunday 24th December: Normal Sunday service on all day routes, 24-hour
services will be curtailed to finish around midnight. No ,N* Night buses on the night of 24th/25th.

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December: No daytime or Night TfL service operating. Non-TfL
services, including sight-seeing tours, normal or special fares will apply. Travelcards, Bus passes and
concessionary permits would not be valid on these services. Once again, Vintage Bus Hire will be
running 2 RTs on a free service on route 430 running every 30 minutes from Putney Bridge Station to
Roehampton, Danebury Avenue (dep from 09:30 to 15:00), to Putney Bridge Station (dep from 10:00 to
15:30). For further details see https://1950s-vintage-bus-hire.co.uk/christmas-430/

Boxing Day, Tuesday 26th December: Normal Sunday service on day routes and a Sunday-night
service on 24-hour and ,N" routes.

Wednesday to Friday 27th/28th/29th December: Normal Saturday service on day routes and a
special service on route SL6. Normal Wednesday, Thursday and Friday night service on 24-hour and
N routes.

Saturday 30th December: Normal Saturday service on day routes and normal Saturday night
service on 24-hour and ,N* routes.

New Year’s Eve Sunday 31st December 2023: Normal Sunday service on day routes and a
normal Sunday service on 24-hour and ,N" routes. Note a change from the usual “Saturday” night
service, although some routes, either daytime or nighttime routes will gain an enhanced frequency or
supplementary services for the early part or whole night. As is now usual, there will be a fireworks
display as a ticketed event and bus services will be progressively curtailed from parts of Central London
and various bridges during the evening. Again, there is no advance detail of what routes will be
enhanced so please consult the TfL website for the latest information; again, there is no free travel this
year.
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New Year’s Day, Monday 1st January 2024: Normal Sunday service on day routes and a normal
Sunday service on 24-hour and ,,N"routes.
Tuesday 2nd January 2024: Normal services resume.

Saturday 30th December 2023:
U9 (Abellio-DH) (Uxbridge Station & Harefield Hospital) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using
existing diesel single-deck vehicles.

Saturday 6th January 2024:

237  (Metroline Travel-AH) (White City, Bus Station & Hounslow Heath) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck
vehicles.

H26  (Abellio-TF) (Feltham, Sparrow Heath & Hatton Cross Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.

Saturday 13th January 2024:

603  (Muswell Hill Broadway & Swiss Cottage Station SDO) LBSL (QX) contract awarded to
Metroline Travel using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-
deck vehicles from Holloway (HT) garage. Currently operated by Sullivans from South Mimms
(SM) garage using E-class AD40D Enviro400D diesel double-deck vehicles.

Saturday 20th January 2024:

91 (Go-Ahead London General-SW) (Trafalgar Square & Crouch End Broadway) and

NO91  (Go-Ahead London General-SW) (Trafalgar Square & Cockfosters Station) Re-allocated from
Stockwell (SW) garage to Northumberland Park (NP) garage.

133 (Holborn Station & Streatham Station) and

N133 (Liverpool Street Station & Morden Station) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Abellio using new
electric double-deck vehicles using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles from Battersea (QB)
garage in due course. Currently operated by Arriva London South from Brixton (BN) garage
using a mix of HA- and HV-class AD40H Enviro400H or Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 2
hybrid double-deck vehicles.

137 (Arriva London South-N/BN) (Marble Arch & Streatham Hill, Telford Avenue) and

N137 (Arriva London South-N) (Oxford Circus & Crystal Palace) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters.

228  (Maida Hill, The Chippenham & Central Middlesex Hospital) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to
Metroline West, using new VMS-class Volvo BZL/MCYV electric single-deck vehicles from
Willesden Junction (WJ) garage in due course. Mon-Sat daytime frequency reduced from x20
(though widened to x24mins currently) to x30 mins. Currently operated by London United from
Park Royal (RP) garage using DLE-class AD20D Enviro200 diesel single-deck vehicles.

333 (Elephant & Castle & Tooting Broadway) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Go-Ahead London
General, using new Ee-class AD40 Enviro400EV electric double-deck vehicles from Stockwell
(SW) garage in due course, using MHV-class Volvo BSLH MCV EvoSeti hybrid double-decks
until electric buses arrive. Currently operated by Arriva London South from Brixton (BN) garage
using a mix of HA- and HV-class AD40H Enviro400H or Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 2
hybrid double-deck vehicles.

380  (Stagecoach Selkent-TL) (Belmarsh Prison & Lewisham, Lewisham Centre) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.

388  (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Stratford City, Bus Station & London Bridge Station) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles.







