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Wrightbus Electroliners are now working Metroline’s route 204 — with the 297 and 83 to

follow quite soon. On 25th July WDE 2778 is passing Barham Park, Wembley.
(Haydn Davies)

All buses have a routine refurbishment. Metroline’s batch of ng DEL 2244-2265 are going
through the process and has already done DEL 2252, seen here in Hammersmith.
(Haydn Davies)

Front cover: Superloop is the new word for a limited-stop route and 607 was changed to
SL8. VMH 2561 at Ealing Common shows the branding which is extended to bus-stop

shelters. (Richard Godfrey)
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write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.
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LOTS Meetings

We now meet at The Gallery at 77 Cowcross Street, Farringdon. It is 3-mins walk from
Farringdon Station (Met/H&C/Circle lines, Thameslink plus Elizabeth line). We shall start and end
earlier than at Conway Hall as the venue is locked at 9pm. Doors open at 6pm for a 6.30pm start.
Variable as necessary but time is allowed for Q&As and the Sales Stand. Booked dates are Mondays
with speakers on 25Sept, 20Nov. The 25Sept meeting is a presentation -’London Country 1974 to
1979’ by Jeff Tucker.

Exit from Farringdon Station (Met side) Turn east (left) and go up Cowcross Street until you
reach the Leon restaurant. Opposite, go through the gated archway, cross the cobbled courtyard to the
far right corner and go down the stairs to the basement meeting room known as ‘The Gallery’.

Coming Events (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat. 19 August: The annual pilgrimage with Routemasters to Imber near Warminster, Wiltshire.
Sun. 3 Sept: ‘Buses’ magazine’s Festival at Sywell Aerodrome, Northants.

Sat. 9 Sept: Oxford Open Doors; Oxford Museum buses in service in City Centre.

Sat 16 Sept: London Bus Museum’s Running Day on London route 38 (Victoria & Clapton).
Thur/Fri 21.22 Sept: LT Museum at Acton Depot ( LSS)

Sat. 23 Sept: Go-Ahead open day at Orpington Garage (LSS)

Sun.24 Sept: Amberley Museum (West Sussex) Autumn Bus Show.

Sun. 1 October: A&D MBS’s Running Day from Chesham Broadway.

Payments for membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales™ as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership) at
,Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the 'Postal
Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal Sales
orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in these current
times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

A new Sales List was included with TLB705 and this is also on our website. Orders from the
Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if you send a cheque, please don’t

staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might be when the banks try to process
them electronically!
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LOTS Postal Sales

The Newest Items:

LOTS Fleetbook 2023 £8.00

LOTS SUP 24J Service Vehicles - current fleet April 2023 £5.00

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.204 Summer 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are :

Thamesmead half a century on (Malc McDonald) and Roving round the airfields (Graham Burnell).
**NEW**

LOTS LBM — London Bus Magazine No.203 Spring 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are :

LT service vehicles in the 21st Century (Tom Young); Fifty years of LBM: A personal perspective
(Tony Wilson); Modern destination blinds by McKenna Brothers (Bob Williamson)

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with extensive
captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years’ experience.

New maps from Mike Harris: Greater London Bus Map No. 40 - 29/4/2023 £2.00
and Greater London Night Bus Map - 29/4/2023 £4.00
2023 Stagecoach Fleet Book by Andrew Woolhouse Woolybus £19.50

Garage History File — Romford 144 pages, including 30 photos. It details all vehicle movements at

NS in its 70 years of operation, by Andrew Woolhouse Woolybus £18.00

Trolleybuses in West Central London published by Adam Gordon £34.50. This edition covers the
routes that emanated from Moorgate, Tottenham Court Road and Holborn Circus; 192 pages with 430
photos in B & W and 21 in colour, plus a wiring map.

**NEW** London’s Advert Buses by Matthew Wharmby. £16.99 published by Key Publishing. 230
colour photos - soft back.

F*NEW** from the Southdown Enthusiasts’ Club;

SEC Fleet List 2023 £8.00

Sussex Independents 2023 £6.50

Southdown Fleet & Routes 1969 £8.00
From S.E.C.: Southdown Fleet History Part 34 1969 £7.00 and Southdown Fleet History Part 35 1969
£7.00. (Both books cover the assumption by Southdown of the Brighton Hove & District Fleet on 1
January 1969).

From Capital Transport:
*NEW** Town & City Buses by Stewart J. Brown and Kevin McCormack. £35.00 , 160 pages, with
over 200 colour photos from around the UK from the 1960s to 1985.
A London Busman’s Career — 1946-1972 by Laurie Akehurst £19.95
Tube Trivia —new 2023 edition by Andrew Emmerson £4.95
Design on the Elizabeth Line £19.95; edited by James Whiting.
From Pen & Sword: Last Years of the RM by Matthew Wharmby £25.00
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GENERAL AND INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com
National news, TfL and Politics

After a quiet month for political events in June, July turned out to be very eventful and the
implications for Londoners could be significant. Three By-Elections were held on 20th July, all in
Conservative constituencies following the resignation of sitting MPs. Each had a different result.
Liberal Democrats won in Somerset, Labour won in North Yorkshire and the Conservatives held on to
the west London constituency of Uxbridge & South Ruislip. The Tory victory in Uxbridge & South
Ruislip was unexpected and was widely attributed to opposition to the extension of the Ultra-Low
Emission Zone. On 28 July the High Court ruled that London Mayor Sadiq Khan’s plan to extend the
ULEZ to the whole of London is lawful after an appeal (see TLB 707). The Mayor welcomed the
decision saying it means “we can proceed with cleaning up the air in London”. Drivers of non-
compliant vehicles in the expanded ULEZ will have to pay £12.50 per day from 29th August.

The Uxbridge by-election and ULEZ decision sparked a major political debate over ‘green
issues’. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak declared he was ‘on the side of the motorist’ and ordered a review
of Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) schemes which restrict cars in certain residential areas, (many of
which have been funded by the Government through local authorities). Labour appears to be divided on
the issue with leader Kier Starmer at odds with the London Mayor over ULEZ policy, because it will
disproportionately hit those on low incomes who cannot afford to replace their vehicles.

All this comes as it was reported that global temperatures reached an all-time record in July
with daytime temperatures in some countries exceeding 50C. Forest fires became a serious issue in
parts of southern Europe and on the Greek holiday island of Rhodes, visitors had to be evacuated. The
United Nations Secretary General warned that ‘the era of Global Boiling has arrived’ and said that
immediate action was needed to avoid the very worst effects of climate change. That did not feel so
relevant here as most of the UK experienced lower than average temperatures with frequent showers
during July.

The Superloop express network has been hailed as one measure which will improve public
transport within the expanded ULEZ in outer London. The first such route began on 15th July when the
existing 607 was renumbered SL8 and rebranded. Peak hour only route X68 became Superloop route
SL6 on 29 July. This will be followed by the X26 on 19" August which will double in frequency to
every 15 minutes as the SL7 and the X140 which becomes SL9 a week later on 26 August.
Consultations have opened on brand new routes SL2 between Walthamstow Central and North
Greenwich, SL3 between Thamesmead and Bromley and SL4 between Bromley and Croydon. TfL is
very clearly keen to press ahead with the new network.

Another contentious political issue is the proposed withdrawal of One Day Travelcards from
January 2024. The Mayor says he is forced to do this to comply with the current funding agreement
with the Government, following the pandemic. According to an update on the TfL website on 21 July,
The Mayor made it clear his decision is reversable and he is open to further discussions with the
Department for Transport, the Rail Delivery Group and train operating companies. One Day
travelcards are only available as paper tickets and are mostly purchased at rail stations outside Greater
London. Without the Travelcard option, passengers would have to use Oyster or Contactless Pay-as-
you-go when travelling on TfL services, although weekly and longer period Travelcards would remain.

TfL and Tram Operations Limited, a subsidiary of First, have been fined £14 million for safety
failings leading up to the Croydon tram crash. Both TfL and Tram Operations Limited pleaded guilty
to health and safety offences. A court at the Old Bailey was told there had been no risk assessment for
the possibility of a derailment before the crash which happened in November 2016 at Sandilands, with
the loss of seven lives.
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----- General & Industry News
The National Rail ticket office closures consultation which was due to close on on 26 July has
been extended to 1 September. Over 170,000 objections had been received by Transport Focus and
London Travelwatch by the initial deadline. Train operators have earmarked some of the busiest ticket
offices for closure including my own local station, Brighton, the fourth busiest station outside London.
Ticket office staff have been widely credited for being able to help passengers find the best fare
amongst a bewildering range of options. Objectors have noted that if cost savings are to be achieved,
staff numbers will have to reduce, so the claim staff will remain available elsewhere on the station is
hard to justify. Disability groups have been particularly vocal in their opposition, pointing out that it
will be more difficult to find staff to assist them.

Corporate and company news

Mobico Group which owns National Express Group announced a half year group loss after
tax of £39.4 million despite huge growth on the National Express coach network where revenue
increased significantly. Mobico lost two of its UK based senior managers after the results were
announced. UK and Germany CEO Tom Stables and National Express West Midlands Managing
Director David Bradford, who had both been at National Express for 13 years, decided to leave.

At Go Ahead, Southdown PSV which was acquired earlier this year will be fully absorbed into
Metrobus from 2 September. Metrobus will operate all former Southdown services and vehicles will
gradually be repainted into Metrobus colours.

Other General News

There will be no Coach and Bus Show at the NEC show this year. It was due to be held on 8-9
November but it seems there was insufficient interest from manufacturers to exhibit their new vehicles.
A ‘bigger and better’ show is promised by the organisers for 2024.

Industrial action continues on the National Rail network with ASLEF imposing overtime bans
between 31 July and 12 August with a one day break on Sunday 6th. Services operated by sixteen train
companies will be affected.

An LNER Azuma made a successful trial run into Liverpool Street Station during the early
hours of 14 July to test the practicality of diverting LNER services there during periods of planned
disruption. The train was a bi-mode unit which operated in diesel mode between Finsbury Park and
Liverpool Street.

The first of 94 new trains for the Piccadilly line has been revealed in Germany where they are
being tested. The trains have nine, shorter walk-through coaches, but the overall length is similar to
existing 1973 stock. They will feature air cooling and are designed to increase capacity by around 10%.
Later trains will be built in the UK at a new factory in Goole, Yorkshire which is due to be completed
next year. It is hoped similar trains will replace 1972 tube stock on the Bakerloo line which are the
oldest trains on the Underground.

Heyfordian Travel of Bicester ceased trading unexpectedly on 1 August after 76 years. The
company had a licence for 70 vehicles from five operating centres and was well respected in the coach
industry.

Transport for Greater Manchester aims to improve bus patronage by 30% by 2030 through a
strategy of more affordable fares, a more ‘user friendly’ network and improved bus priority measures.
Real time information displays which are virtually non-existent, at least in central Manchester, will be
installed at 300 stops.

Lord Peter Hendy of Richmond Hill has agreed to serve a further two years as Chair of
Network Rail until July 2025.




The London Bus - TLB708 - August 2023 — Page 6

GREATER LONDON AREA - Route Developments
Section Editor: Stephen Floyd, 4 Tumpike Gardens, Bedford, MK42 O0AJ, e-mail to
stevefloyd1959@gmail.com  This section covers local TfL bus services within the Greater London
County boundary. Fuller detail of any commercial or county services that enter the Greater London
County from outside will be in the Country Area Route Developments section that follows this section
in TLB. Night services are indicated by e.g. =24 night only or 24/= day and night (24 hour) services.

LONDON BUSES - TENDERED ROUTES UPDATE

Routes 20, 58, 97, 113/N113, 143, 215, 253/N253, 254, 277/N277, 393 and 464 from tranches 864,
866, 867, 869, 873, 880 and 881 awarded, starting on 24th February 2024 (277/N277), 2nd March 2024
(58,97, 215), 23rd March 2024 (20, 393), 30th March 2024 (113/N113), 18th May 2024 (464),

1st June 2024 (253/N253, 254) and 22nd June 2024 (143).

Routes 215, 253/N253 and 254 are for 5 years;
Routes 20, 97, 393 and 464 are for 6 years;
Routes 58, 113/N113, 143, 277/N277 are for 7 years.

20 Retained by Stagecoach East London using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles (pvr 10).
58 Retained by Stagecoach (Lea Interchange) using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 15).
97 Retained by Stagecoach (though reassigned from East London to Lea Interchange)

using hybrid double-deck vehicles (pvr 21 to 20).
113/N113 Retained by Metroline Travel using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 23 to 21).
143 Retained by Metroline Travel using new electric single-deck vehicles (pvr 14).
215 Retained by Stagecoach East London, using existing NRM Routemaster vehicles (pvr 5).
253/N253 Retained by Arriva London North using existing NRM Routemaster vehicles (pvr 19).
254 Retained by Arriva London North using existing NRM Routemaster vehicles (pvr 23).
277/N277 Retained by Stagecoach East London using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 16 to 15).
393 Retained by Metroline Travel using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 14).
464 Retained by Abellio using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 3).

The rest of the 2023/24 tendering programme is now as follows:
Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted
#862C (02/24) 242/N242 (ArrivaLN) ..oovviniiiiiiiiiiieie e, -
#864A (2/24) 283 (London United) .......coovvviiiiniiiiiiiiiiiieennnn. -
#865 (3/24) 379(GA London General) . ...oumwvamsaesmmmmsmssse --
#865A (2-3/24) W12, W13 (S’ch ex HCT Group),
W14 (S’ch ex T.Transit).....cc.ccccvvuveeeevieeeecieeeeieee e -

The contracts for routes 28/N28, 328 and 481 will now terminate early and have been added to the
2024/25 tendering programme. New routes SL1, SL2, SL3 and SLS have been added to the programme,
although we have no dates yet. X68 and X239 adopt their new numbers. New route 618 has also been
added (though not sure what this is!) Finally, tranches 892 and 898 have been split.

The 2024/25 tendering programme is now as follows:-

Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted

#871A (3-5/24) SL2 (Walthamstow — North Woolwich) ................ -

#871B (3-5/24) SL3 (Thamesmead - Bromley) ..............cccceenenn. --

#871C (3-5/24) SLS (Bromley — Croydon) .............ccoevvinennn.... --

#872 (04/24 S3 (London United) .....cvvvviiiniiiiiiiiieiiiiieeennn. --
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#872A (04/24) 306 (Metroline Travel) .......cccvisvniviniviisaiisasaaina -
#873 (04/24) 689 (Arriva LS) ..o --
#873A (03/24) SL7 (ex X26) (Go-Ahead Metrobus) ..................... --
#874 (06/24) B3 (London United) :uucansnsmnmsmsnassamissiaess --
#875 (04/24) Ul, U2, U3, U4 (Metroline West) ..........ccceeeunnnne. --
#876 (04/24) 236 (S,ch ex T.Transit), 394 (S’ch ex HCT Group) .... --
#877 (04/24) 110 (Lotidon Uhitel) .ccvaivammssmamisvansmsas --
#877A (04/24) 481 (London United) ........ooevvviiniiiiiiiiiieiaennn. --
#878 (4-5/24) 206 (Metroline West), 272, 440 (London United) ..... --
#879 (01/25) 129 (GA London Central),

SL4 (ex X239, New route for Silvertown Tunnel) ...... --
#879A (04/24) P4 (S’chSelkent) ........oooiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeaaes --
#881 (06/24) 260, 302 (Metroline Travel)......uvmmsmmavomsiammnss --
#882 (6-7/24) 681 (London United), R68, R70 (Abellio)............... --
#883 (06/24) 211, C1 (London United) .....oovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiennnnnn. -
#883A (06/24) 28/N28, 328 (London Transit) ............ccovvvvveeeennnn. --
#884 (06/24) 406,465 (Londoh UBIted) ...cuunsvimsmsimsnnsssnamiss --
#885 (7-9/24) 210, 382, C11, W7, W8 (Metroline Travel) ............. -
#886 (7-8/24) 17 (Metroline Travel), 243/= (ArrivaLN) ............... --

#887 (08/24) Tranche cancelled....oisumminyapsmrinssmmamsmsiss 533
#888 (08/24) 5/N15, 15, 115 (GA Blue Triangle),

66 (Arriva LN) ... e, --
#889 (7-10/24) 50, 255 (Arriva LS), 201 (Abellio),

280 (GA Lotidon Gehiefal) .vivisminsmmmmsmmmmenis --

#890 (08/24) 194, 250/=, 289, 410 (Arriva LS), 663 (GA Metrobus) --
FR9OARNOIIY OB (HEMTOUE) . orecrmsnymmmmmmss s RS T 9 -
#891 (8-10/24) 130 (Abellio), 314, 661 (S’ch Selkent),

320 (GA " Metobiis) «ovmnnmnmamsinisrmaiems --
#891A (9/24) W12, W13 (S’ch ex HCT Group),

b VA U B o B G B b 113 ) S ——————— --
#892 (9/24) 90 (Metroline Travel), 222/=, HI13 (Metrolme West)

395 (London Sovereign) .. e —— " -
#892A (9/24) 640 (Sullivan) .......cccoveeeeivvieeeirreeneiee e e ccrreeceereseeneeaans --
#893 (9-11/24) 131 (GA London General), 411 (London United),

627 (ATFIVA LY ioovvinvssiomiss s sinasd i --
#894 (9-12/24) 4, 6/=, 98/N98, (Metroline Travel),

341/=CAITING LIN) cvcovsnammmmsussaivsmsnmvanmvisis i --
#895(9-10/24) 669, 672 (8"Ch SeIKent) ..onunimnuinncnsnssmsmin --
#896 (10-11/24) 103, 150, 175, 370 (Arriva LN),

25765 ch East London) . cwmsenssssmmunmmassamsermmsss -
#897 (10-12/24) 22/N22, 88/=, 170, (GA London General),

33/N33, 419 (London UnMEd)...........ccosesmessssissssimsuisssisn --
#898A (11/24) 34/=(Arriva LN), SL1 (N. Finchley — Walthamstow) .. --
#898Bi(11/24) A92(ATTIVE EN) wivvsnmnpaianssinivssimvsmsissssiis --
#899 (11-12/24) 18/N18, 94/=, 266/N266 (London United)

218 (London Transit) ..........cccevveeeeiiveeieiieeecieeeeeeieeeenns --
#900 (11-12/24) 45 (Abellio), 176/=, 188/=, 360 (GA London Central)

355 (GA MEetrobuiS) :cuuusannnsvsminmsaamissinvivemies --
#901 (12/24-2/25) 258 (London United), 278 (Abellio) .......cccceeeevveeeenns --
#902 (1-3/25) 212, 357, 444 (GA London General),

323,497 (5'ch East Lofdon) . ...csmwnsvsamvinissiersns --
#903 (1-2/25) 121, 141, 329 (Arriva LN), 153 (GA London General) --
#904 (1-3/25)  29/N29, 41/=, W4, W6 (Arriva LN) 299 (Sullivan),

657 (GA. London General) ... enssmasssvssssusons --
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----- Greater London Route Devts
#905 (1-2/25) 99, 269, 401, (Arriva LN), 233, (GA Metrobus)

422, B14 (S’ch Selkent), B16 (GA London Central) .... --
#905A (3/25)  RI1, R2,R3, R4, R6, R8, R11 (GA Metrobus) ............ --
#906 (2-3/25) 36/=, 172, 343/N343 (GA London Central),

109/N109 (Abellio), 118 (GA London General) .......... --
#907 (2-3/25) 423, H22, H37, H98 (London United),

H28 (ABEHOY :ccvovvmmvivismmneummmsivmamsssesivassviseis --
#908 (3/25) 282 (Metroline West), 482 (Abellio) ........cccceevveevveennenne --
#909 (3/25) 161, 181, 284 (S’ch Selkent),

225 (GA London Central), C10 (Abellio) .......cccceeunenee --
#910 (3/25) 126, 138 (GA Meftoblis) «uvvmsnmmvivivsmaivavssses -
#911 (3/25) 169, 247, 287 (S’ch East London) ..........cccceveerrnnecnnenns --
#912 (3/25) 68/N68 (Abellio) 468 (Arriva LS),

SL6 (ex X68GA. Londony Central) ..vnsnasissisvaiasos --

SUPERLOOP ROUTE NUMBERS

As noted in TLB707, and under service proposals in TLB704, the superloop numbering scheme was
announced on 14th July, prior to the official ‘launch’ of route SL8, renumbered from route 607. As
noted elsewhere in this issue, Metroline vehicles were adorned and started displaying SL8 on the
blinds, before the official launch. SL route number tiles appeared on the bus stops served by the
607/SL8 route with a red background started to appear. In Kingsway and Aldwych the SL6 bus stops
have full-width SUPERLOOP tiles without specific reference to the SL6. Further details are also in
tenders, route news and service proposals later in this section.

The proposed route numbers start in the north and proceed clockwise as follows:-

SL1 North Finchley & Walthamstow Central;

SL2 Walthamstow Central & North Woolwich (Originally finishing at Royal Docks);
SL3 Thamesmead & Bromley (Originally starting from Bexleyheath);

SL4 Canary Wharf & Grove Park (New Silvertown tunnel service originally announced as X239);
SLS Bromley & Croydon;

SL6 Croydon & Russell Square (peaks only, X68);

SL7 Croydon & Heathrow Airport (X26);

SL8 Uxbridge & White City (607);

SL9 Heathrow Airport & Harrow (X140);

SL10 Harrow & North Finchley.

ROUTE AND SERVICE CHANGES
Saturday 3rd June 2023: As in TLB707.
Saturday 10th June 2023: As in TLB707.
Saturday 24th June 2023: As in TLB707.
Saturday 1st July 2023: As in TLB707.

Saturday 8th July 2023:
Widened timetables for route H91 for roadworks at Chiswick Roundabout.
377 (Arriva London North-E) (Ponders End Garage & Oakwood Station, Mo-Sa) Renewal of LBSL

(QC) contract using new EMN-class Switch MetroCity MC870EV electric single-deck vehicles
in due course. No change to PVRs.

Friday 14th July 2023: From this date and ongoing through the weekend to at least Tuesday 18th July:
Owing to a ‘shortage of trams’, Tramlink suspended the Elmers End service until Friday 21st July and
ran a reduced service on the rest of the lines. Extra buses were provided at peak times on routes 64, 289
and 466 from Ensign until Tuesday 18th July.
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Saturday 15th July 2023: The widened timetables for route 422 were re-instated for road works
continuing at Greenwich.

86  (Stagecoach East London-NS) (Stratford, Bus Station & Romford Station) and

N86 (Stagecoach East London-NS) (Stratford, Bus Station & Harold Hill, Dagnam Park Square)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new electric double-deck vehicles in due course.

166 (Arriva London South-TC) (West Croydon & Epsom) Additional shuttle service introduced, Sats
and Suns only, until Sun 27th August between Purley and Banstead. As in previous years, these
are to act as duplicates for the main 166 to cater for visitors to the Mayfield Lavender Farm
situated at the junction of Croydon Lane and Carshalton Road.

607 (Metroline West-G) (White City, Bus Station & Uxbridge Station, Express) Route renumbered
SL8. London Buses state that “SL8” would be the first route to join the Superloop network of
express bus routes to improve connections and journey times.” (For details of the proposed
network, see earlier and service proposals later).

PVR Changes from 15th July 2023: :

Arriva London South: 166 additional +1 seasonal PVR #TC139 Sa, #TC135 Su;
Metroline West: SL8 to 20/19/15 #G1+, 607 withdrawn (actually no change to PVRs).
Stagecoach East London: No change to 86/N86 PVRs.

Monday 17th July 2023: The “all change at Bank™ scheme is finally introduced after many months and
kept on as “long-term temporary diversions” since 2020. Buses currently on diversion (25/N25)
return to normal routeing. Buses will no longer serve Threadneedle Street and the following
routes are now permanently re-routed as detailed below. Having said that there were some
reported “engineering difficulties” and some diversions may remain until 28th July.

8 (Stagecoach East London-BW) (Tottenham Court Road & Bow Church) and

N8 (Oxford Circus & Hainault, The Lowe) Rerouted in both directions from Bishopsgate via
Cornhill to and from Bank.

26  (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Victoria Station & Hackney Wick, Eastway) and

N26 (Victoria Station & Chingford Station) Rerouted in both directions from Bishopsgate via
Cornhill to and from Bank and then Poultry and Queen Street to and from Queen Victoria Street.

133 (Arriva London South-BN) (Holborn Station & Streatham Station) Rerouted southbound via
Little Britain, Montague Street, Rotunda Roundabout, Aldersgate Street, St Martin's Le Grand,
Cheapside, Poultry, Bank, Lombard Street and King William Street. No change to routeing
towards Holborn.

N21 (Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Trafalgar Square & Bexleyheath, Shopping Centre) Rerouted
in both directions from Bank via Poultry and Queen Street to Queen Victoria Street.

N242 (Arriva London North-CT) (Tottenham Court Road Station & Homerton Hospital) Rerouted in
both directions from Bishopsgate via Cornhill to and from Bank.

NS550 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Canning Town Station) Rerouted in both
directions to and from Bank via Poultry and Queen Street to Queen Victoria Street.

NS551 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Gallions Reach, Shopping Park) Rerouted in
both directions to and from Bishopsgate via Cornhill to and from Bank and then Poultry and
Queen Street to and from Queen Victoria Street.

No changes to PVRs to any of the above.

Saturday 22nd July 2023:
There was some more long-term engineering work, closing some lines from Euston to Watford

Junction, affecting London Overground and the Bakerloo line, which were variously suspended from
Euston to Watford Junction or Bakerloo northbound from Queen’s Park or Stonebridge Park. Routes
718, 719, 720 returned and ran until Thursday 17th August, albeit with some variations each week. As
a reminder, route 718 is Queen’s Park & Harrow & Wealdstone, 719 is Queen’s Park & Wembley Park
and 720 is Harrow Bus Station & Watford Junction.
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Saturday 22nd July, continued:

Widened timetables for routes 14/=, 22, 37, 39, 74, 93/=, 170, 337, 424, 430 and 493 for Wandsworth

Bridge closure until 29th September. Note a couple of routes added and expected to include routes 49

and 85/=. Route 434 is widened to every x40 mins because of works at Purley.

23/= (London Transit-X) (Westbourne Park Station & Aldwych) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing OME-class Optare MetroDecker MD1050EV electric double-deck vehicles.

28  (London Transit-X) (Kensal Rise Station & Wandsworth, Southside Shopping Centre)
Temporarily curtailed at the north side of Wandsworth Bridge, diverting via Townmead Road to
stand in Imperial Road at Chelsea Harbour, departing via Imperial Lane, Harwood Terrace and
Bagley’s Lane to New Kings Road.

N28 (London Transit-X) (Camden Town, Bayham Street and Wandsworth, Southside Shopping
Centre) Temporarily diverted in both directions via King’s Road, (southbound via Beaufort
Street, northbound via Cheyne Walk, Cremome Road, Ashburnham Road), Battersea Bridge,
Battersea Bridge Road, following the 728 routing to Wandsworth. However, for the first week,
the service was curtailed at Clapham Junction.

53 (Stagecoach Selkent-PD) (County Hall & Plumstead Station) and

NS3 (Stagecoach Selkent-PD) (Whitehall & Plumstead Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing hybrid AD40H AD Enviro400H double-deck vehicles.

295/=(London Transit-X) (Ladbroke Grove, Sainsbury’s & Clapham Junction, Falcon Road)
Temporarily curtailed at the north side of Wandsworth Bridge, diverting via Townmead Road to
via Watermeadow Way, William Morris Way to stand in Townmead Road, departing via
Townmead Way and Wandsworth Bridge Road.

728 (Abellio-QB) In practice, this actually began on Monday 24th July.

(Fulham Broadway & Wandsworth, Southside Shopping Centre) Temporary route introduced via
Harwood Road, King’s Road, (southbound via Beaufort Street, northbound via Cheyne Walk,
Cremorne Road, Ashburnham Road), Battersea Bridge, Battersea Bridge Road, Falcon Road,
Clapham Junction, then via 295 and C3 serving St. John’s Hill, Plough Road, York Road and
thanas per routes 28 and 44 to Wandsworth Town Centre. Daily every x20 mins.

C3  (London Transit-X) (Earl’s Court, Tesco & Clapham Junction, Falcon Road) Temporarily
curtailed at Sands End via Waterside Way to William Morris Way, departing via Townmead
Road.

PVR Changes from 22nd July 2023:

Abellio: 728 to 6/6/6/ #QB81+;

London Transit: No change to 23/N23, 28/N28, C3 PVRs (note, the curtailments are operated by local
arrangement);

Stagecoach Selkent: 53/N53 No change to PVRs. (These changed on 24th June 2023).

Saturday 29th July 2023: Widened timetables for routes 49, 211 and 414 for the duration of
Wandsworth Bridge closure.

171  (Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Elephant & Castle & Bellingham, Catford Bus Garage)
Revised stand working at Catford bus garage, as buses will no longer be permitted or be able to
turn on the garage forecourt, so amended to run out of service via the Downham Way turning
point in Old Bromley Road to stand on Bromley Road outside Catford bus garage. The timetable
is slightly widened to accommodate the extra running time.

349 (Arriva London North-EC) (Stamford Hill, Rookwood Road & Ponders End Garage) Re-
allocated from Edmonton (EC) garage to Enfield (E) garage.

486 (Go-Ahead London Central-BX) (North Greenwich Station & Bexleyheath, Shopping Centre).
Further to the note last month, the night service is restored on every night, first night starting on
Friday 28th July.

663 (Go-Ahead Metrobus-C) (Purley, Pampisford Road & Thornton Heath Station SDO) PM trip
Retimed to 15:20 to better suit finishing times (effective from start of Autumn Term).

W6  Arriva London North-E) (Southgate Station & Edmonton Green) Re-allocated from Enfield (E)
garage to Wood Green (WN) garage.
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Saturday 29th July, continued

X68 (Go-Ahead London Central-Q) (West Croydon, Bus Station & Russell Square M-F peak hours

Express) Route renumbered SL6. No change to frequency, but crosslinks to and from other
routes withdrawn. Buses are scheduled to layover at Waterloo (RA) garage between the peaks.

PVR Changes from 29th July 2023:

Arriva London North : 349 to 13/14/11 #E21+, W6 to 9/8/5 #WN251+;

Go-Ahead London Central : SL6 to 10/-/- #Q681+, 188 to 30/21/17 #Q41+ (though no #Q70),
crosslinks withdrawn. (Also note, only school holiday schedules uploaded).

=486 to 3 nightly, #BX 121+, X68 withdrawn, no change to 171 PVRs;

Go-Ahead Metrobus : No change to 663.

The planned route changes after our closing date are listed below but may be subject to change.

Saturday 5th August 2023:

Widened timetables for route 125 for Winchmore Hill roadworks until 2nd September.
A Tramlink replacement service was operated by Abellio between Waddon Marsh & Wimbledon for

trackwork at Mitcham Junction until Sunday 13th August 2023.

Saturday 12th August 2023:

Sl

(Go-Ahead Metrobus-C) (Lavender Fields & Banstead, Marks & Spencer) re-allocated from
Croydon (C) garage to Goat Road (GM) garage, thus novated from Go-Ahead Metrobus to Go-
Ahead London General.

Saturday 19th August 2023:

164

137

417

X26

(Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Wimbledon Station & Sutton Station) This is now deferred
until 30th September, hopefully to be confirmed next month. This was planned to be extended
daily from Sutton to Belmont Station via routes 80, 280 via Brighton Road, then re-routed to
terminate at Royal Marsden Hospital at a later date once new facilities have been completed.
(Arriva London South-N/BN) (Marble Arch & Streatham Hill, Telford Avenue) Revision to the
proportions of buses from Brixton (BN) and Norwood (N) garages.

(Arriva London South-N) (Clapham Common, Old Town & Crystal Palace) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using new electric ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner double-deck
vehicles in due course.

(Go-Ahead Metrobus-C) (West Croydon, Bus Station & Heathrow Airport Central, express)
Route renumbered SL7. Daily daytime frequency increased from x30 to x15 mins. During
peak hours when running time is increased, some extra journeys will start from New Malden or
Wallington.

Saturday 26th August 2023: (or first equivalent school day on school routes)

64/=

79

83
123

141

123

(Arriva London South-TH) (Thornton Heath Pond & New Addington,Vulcan Way) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using new electric ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner double-
deck vehicles in due course.

(London Sovereign-BT) (Edgware Station & Alperton, Sainsbury’s) Re-routed at Alperton,
Ealing Road via Mount Pleasant, Beresford Avenue, North Circular Road slip road to
Stonebridge Park Station. (see also service proposals, later).

(Metroline Travel-PV) (Golders Green Station & Alperton Station) extended from Alperton
Station via Ealing Road and Glacier Way to Alperton, Sainsbury’s. (see proposals, later).
(Arriva London North-AR) (Ilford High Road & Wood Green Station) The previous weekend
night service restored to run every night, first night starting on Friday 25th August.

(Arriva London North-AD) (Palmers Green, North Circular Road & London Bridge Station)
Evening frequencies increased from every x12 to x10 mins and Sunday early mornings from
x15 to x12 mins.

(Arriva London North-AR) (Ilford High Road & Wood Green Station) The previous weekend
night service restored to run every night, first night starting on Friday 25th August.
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Saturday 26th August 2023, Continued.

141 (Arriva London North-AD) (Palmers Green, North Circular Road & London Bridge Station)
Evening frequencies increased from every x12 to x10 mins and Sunday early mornings from
x15 to x12 mins.

148/= (London United-S) (Camberwell Green & White City, Bus Station) Revised daily timetables
for running time.

158  (Arriva London North-EC) (Stratford Bus Station & Chingford Mount, Prince Albert) The
previous weekend night service restored to run every night, starting on Friday 25th August.

395  (London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station & Westway Cross Retail Park) Re-allocated
from Harrow (SO) garage to Park Royal (RP) garage thus novated from London Sovereign to
London United.

605  (Sullivan Buses-SM) (Burnt Oak Station & Totteridge & Whetstone Station SDO) Renewal of
LBSL (QX) contract using existing double-deck vehicles.

612  (Arriva London South-TC) (Selsdon, Farley Road & Wallington County Grammar School
SDO) Renewal of LBSL (QX) contract using new electric ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck
Electroliner double-deck vehicles in due course.

628  (Kingsbury JFS & Southgate Station, SDO PM journey only via Deansbrook Road) and

653  (Kingsbury JFS & Muswell Hill Broadway, SDO) and

683  (Kingsbury JFS & Friern Barnet, Town Hall, SDO) and

688  (Kingsbury JFS & Southgate Station, SDO) LBSL (QX) contracts awarded to Uno using
existing diesel double-deck vehicles from Hatfield (HF) garage. Currently operated by Sullivan
Buses from South Mimms (SM) garage using a mix of E-class AD40D Enviro400D or DS-
class Scania N230UD Omnicity diesel double-deck vehicles.

X140 (London Sovereign-SO) (Heathrow Airport Central & Harrow, Bus Station, Express) Route
renumbered SL9. Cross-linking removed from route 698 to become a stand-alone route. (see
also 698 under 2nd September, later)

Sunday 27th August / BH Monday 28th August 2023:

The Notting Hill Carnival returns so roads will be closed in Ladbroke Grove and Notting Hill areas,
with routes diverted as necessary. Route 52 is usually split into 2 sections as before, route 316
should be double-decked and route 36X should re-appear and routes 18, 23, 70, 94, 148 and
328 expected to have some enhancements and to maintain reliability.

August / September 2023:

At some time during these months, it is proposed that Kingston, Cromwell Road Bus Station is to be
closed for long-term refurbishment (in other words demolition and replacement) and one lane will be
closed at times to through services. Terminating buses are expected to be dispersed to stand at
Sainsbury’s Sury Street, although details to be confirmed when known.

Saturday 2nd September 2023: (or first equivalent school day on school routes)

72 (London United-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Hammersmith Bridge, North Side) and

N72 (London United-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Roehampton, Bessborough Road) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing BE-class electric single-deck vehicles.

114 (Metroline West-UX) (Mill Hill Broadway Station & Ruislip Station) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-
deck vehicles.

203 (London United-AV) (Hounslow, Bus Station & Staines, Bus Station) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 or ADH-class
AD40 E40H Enviro 400H hybrid double-deck vehicles, type to be confirmed. Thus
converted formally from MCL-class Mercedes Citaro diesel single-deck vehicles.

251 (Arnos Grove Station & Edgware Station) LBSL QC contract awarded to Metroline Travel
using new VMSL-class Volvo BZL/MCV electric single-decks in due course. Currently
operated by London Sovereign from Edgware (BT) garage. Schedules were revised on 24th
June. (as noted earlier).
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Saturday 2nd September, continued:

288
293
303

313

340

349
434

626

634

685

696
697
698
Hl11

H14

H17

H18
H19

N550

N551

(London Sovereign-BT) (Queensbury, Morrisons & Broadfields Estate) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing DE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

(London United-TV) (Morden Station & Epsom General Hospital) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

(London Sovereign-BT) (Edgware Station & Kingsbury Circle) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing DLE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

(Arriva London North-E) (Chingford Station & Potters Bar Station, extended SDO to Dame
Alice Owen’s School) Minor change to timetable with PM journey from Dame Alice Owen’s
School curtailed at Ponders End.

(Edgware Station & Harrow, Bus Station) LBSL QC contract awarded to London Sovereign
using existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck vehicles
from Edgware (BT) garage. Currently operated by Arriva London North from Palmers Green
(AD) garage.

(Arriva London North-E) (Stamford Hill, Rookwood Road & Ponders End Garage) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing LT-class NRM-new Routemasters.

(Go-Ahead Metrobus-C) (Whyteleafe South, Wapses Lodge Roundabout & Rickman Hill)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

(Finchley Central Station & Dame Alice Owen’s School SDO) LBSL (QX) contract awarded
to Metroline Travel using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles from Potters Bar (PB) garage.
Type to be confirmed. Rerouted to serve Potters Bar Station in both directions. In the
afternoon, therefore diverted from Sawyers Lane via Baker Street, Darkes Lane, Potters Bar
Station, Mutton Lane and Barnet Road. Currently operated by Sullivan Buses from South
Mimms (SM) garage using a mix of E-class AD40D Enviro400D or DS-class Scania
N230UD Omnicity diesel double-deck vehicles.

(Metroline Travel-PB) (Bamet, Arkley Hotel & Muswell Hill Broadway, SDO) Renewal of
LBSL (QX) contract using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles, type to be confirmed.
(Arriva London South-TC) (Hamsey Green, Warlingham School & Selsdon, Farley Road
SDO, PM journey only) Renewal of LBSL (QX) contract using existing T-class diesel
double-deck vehicles.

(London United-AV) (Hayes, Bourne Avenue & Bishop Ramsey School, SDO) Revised
timetable.

(London United-AV) (Hayes, Lansbury Drive & Ickenham, Douay Martyrs School, SDO)
Revised timetable.

(London Sovereign-SO) (West Drayton School & Ickenham, Douay Martyrs School, SDO)
Re-allocated from Harrow (SO) garage to Edgware (BT) garage. Revised timetable.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station & Mount Vernon Hospital) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing DLE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Hatch End & Northwick Park Hospital) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck
vehicles. Note the frequency was reduced from 24th June, so contract timetable introduced
early.

(Harrow, Bus Station & Wembley Central, Montrose Crescent) LBSL QC contract awarded
to Metroline Travel (but novated to Metroline West) using existing DEL-class diesel single-
deck vehicles from Willesden Junction (WJ) Garage. Currently operated by London United
from Park Royal (RP) garage.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station circular via Headstone Lane & Belmont) and
(London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station circular via Belmont & Headstone Lane)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using existing DLE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.
(Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Canning Town Station) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

(Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Gallions Reach, Shopping Park) LBSL
(QC) contract extended for 2 years.







