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The annual Red Nose Day charity appeared again this year. On Sunday 19 March RTL
1076 was an unexpected visitor to route 58 in east London. (Haydn Davies)

Southdown PSV is now in the Go-Ahead Group and fleet renumbering was soon the
order of the day. Scania/ AD E400 504 (now 6990) is seen on route 410 at Nutfield Priory.
(Richard Godfrey)
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Front cover: A major recent operator change in London was route 91 from 4th February
when Metroline surrendered the route to Go-Ahead. The small EHV class is often used
thereon so we see EHV 8 in the Caledonian Road. (Haydn Davies)
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> | finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at G16 Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Dec2022:

UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively.  Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise, it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QlJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt,
Sevenoaks, TN14 7EP. Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 6-9 April and due for posting on Tues 18th April.

Closing date for TLB705 is Weds 3rd May and due for posting on Tues 16th May.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays, 07June, 05July, 02Aug, 06Sep, 040ct 2023.
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LOTS Meetings

We now meet at The Gallery at 77 Cowcross Street, Farringdon. It is 3-mins walk from Farringdon
Station (Met/H&C/Circle lines, Thameslink plus Elizabeth line). We shall start and end earlier than at
Conway Hall as the venue is locked at 9pm. Doors open at 6pm for a 6.30pm start. Variable as necessary
but time is allowed for Q&As and the Sales Stand. Booked dates are Mondays 15May, 26June, 25Sept,
20Nov. June is the AGM, the others we shall have guest speakers.

Exit from Farringdon station (Met. side), turn east and go up Cowcross Street until you reach the
Leon restaurant. Opposite, go through the gated archway, up the passageway, cross the cobbled
courtyard to the far right corner and go down the stairs to the basement meeting room known as 'The
Gallery”. We would advise that you do not drive to the venue, parking space is rare and charges apply
for 24 hours. There are several coffee shops nearby plus a Wetherspoons on Farringdon Road.

Monday 15May (NOTE change of date), Our_speaker will be Fabio Tanniguchi who is a Software
Engineer for Via and Citymapper. His talk title will be: “A bus enthusiast in the tech industry”. Fabio is
a bus enthusiast who works as a Software Engineer at Citymapper, a well-known journey planner app
recently acquired by Via. Part of the presentation will be a biography showing how he found himself as
a bus enthusiast in Brazil, ended up studying Computer Science and decided to build a tech career
focused on public transport data. Then, he will present about Citymapper and summarise the work
behind the scenes to make sure users have the best route options shown on their phones, including some
challenges related to bus data.

Coming Events (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 22 April: Open day at Stagecoach Romford North Street Garage (LSS). An additional feature will be
a ‘running day’ on route 247 with visiting vintage buses between Romford Station and Collier Row
every 12mins between 10:30 and 17:15.

B/HMon 8 May: Eastern National heritage running day, based on Museum of Power, Maldon, Essex.
Sat 27 May: NLETE Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall (Smins from station), Open 1100-
1500, admission £3, children free, (also Sat 7 Oct).

Sun. 11 June: Running Day on routes 65/71, organised by London Bus Museum.

Sun. 18 June: ‘Showbus Flyby’ road-run between Brunel University Uxbridge via the A40 to High
Wycombe and on to the RAF base at Walter’s Ash, Naphill.

Sun.25 June: London Bus Museum Brooklands; Major event ‘On the Buses’.

Sun. 2 July: Eastbourne Running Day, based on Eastbourne Station.

Sun. 16 July: Alton Rally & Running Day: ALTON EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED

Sun. 30 July: Bus Rally on Worthing Sea Front (west end).

Sat. 19 August: The annual pilgrimage with Routemasters to Imber near Warminster, Wiltshire.
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Payments for membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

[f you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or “‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB699 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might
be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

The Newest Items:

LOTS Fleetbook 2023 £8.00

LOTS SUP 24J Service Vehicles - current fleet April 2023 £5.00

LOTS LBM - London Bus Magazine No.203 Spring 2023 £5.00. Principal articles are :

LT service vehicles in the 21st Century (Tom Young); Fifty years of LBM: A personal perspective
(Tony Wilson); Modern destination blinds by McKenna Brothers (Bob Williamson)

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with extensive
captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years’ experience.

From Capital Transport:

A London Busman’s Career — 1946-1972 by Laurie Akehurst £19.95

London Underground Station Encyclopaedia by David Leboff. (416 pages covering the histories etc.
of 272 stations).

Tube Trivia —new 2023 edition by Andrew Emmerson £4.95

Design on the Elizabeth Line £19.95; edited by James Whiting.

From Pen & Sword: Last Years of the RM by Matthew Wharmby £25.00

From S.E.C.: Southdown Fleet History Part 34 1969 £7.00 and Southdown Fleet History Part 35

1969 £7.00. (Both books cover the assumption by Southdown of the Brighton Hove & District Fleet on
I January 1969).
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GENERAL AND INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e
mail to andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

With local elections in many areas on 4 May the Labour party is promising the biggest bus
overhaul in 40 years with new devolved powers to re-instate withdrawn services and set ‘affordable
fares’, according to an article in The Guardian. Shadow Transport Secretary Louise Haigh said the
current system was ‘fundamentally broken’. This appears to refer to just refer to areas outside London
where existing legislation already gives local authorities more powers through enhanced partnerships
and opportunities for franchising.

TfL could be back in surplus next year according to the TfL budget for 2023/24, published on 29
March, which is promising 10km of new bus lanes, more zero emission buses and new DLR trains. It
estimates that passenger demand will increase by 7% over the year and TfL should be able to create an
operating surplus with Government base funding allocated to fund capital investment. Overall ridership
now exceeds pre pandemic levels at weekends and usage of the Elizabeth line remains above predicted
levels. The budget makes it clear that future funding from the DfT is vital from 2024/25 onwards and
specifically states ‘retaining inner London bus routes’ which suggests no further significant cutbacks
apart from those already announced.

One round of inner and central London service changes and reductions that is going ahead from 29
April (see Greater London Area — Route Development for details) will bring an end to the last ‘Red
Arrow’ routes, 507 & 521 although they are no longer branded. The 507 has remained substantially
unchanged since it was introduced in September 1968, linking the Horseferry Road area with Victoria
and Waterloo stations. The 521 is newer, taking over the part of the 501 and the 513 in July 1992
providing the main link from High Holborn and St Paul’s to Waterloo and London Bridge stations. In
their heyday standee single deckers carried vast numbers of commuters to and from main line termini at
very high frequencies and they were the perfect role for bendy buses during their short reign. However,
in the post Covid world far fewer commuters travel on a regular basis and demand has plummeted.
Replacement services involve changes to existing routes at lower frequencies. The withdrawal of the
521 means buses will no longer use part of the former Kingsway tram tunnel under Aldwych which is
restricted to single deckers.

Also notable from these changes are the end of a long-standing direct route linking Liverpool
Street and Waterloo stations, currently provided by the 26 (which replaced former Red Arrow route 502
in 1992) while the 16 is diverted to Paddington replacing the 332, no longer serving Marble Arch and
Victoria (where it is replaced by revised route 6). Route 11, often described by the media as “iconic’ is
shortened. It will run from Fulham to Waterloo, breaking long standing links popular with tourists from
King’s Road and Sloane Square to Whitehall, Trafalgar Square, Fleet Street, St Paul’s, Bank and
Liverpool Street, although these journeys will be possible from Victoria by changing to the revised 26.

Ambitious plans for a network of ‘Superloop’ limited stop buses in outer London have been
announced by TfL. They would incorporate existing services X26 & X140, supplemented by new
services to provide an outer loop around London, which on paper looks similar to the long-established
Outer Circle service in Birmingham. The London equivalent will be split into chunks which do not
overlap. A TfL Press relates states that Superloop has been made possible by the extra £6 million
provided by the Mayor of London for outer London bus service improvements.

There will be five completely new Superloop routes, North Finchley to Walthamstow, Walthamstow to
Royal Docks, Bexleyheath to Bromley, and Bromley to Croydon. There is no cross river link on the
eastern side although the planned new service X239 (Canary Wharf to Grove Park) will become part of
Superloop when the Silvertown tunnel opens. However the X239 route does not connect with the
Superloop network. The X26 (Heathrow to Croydon) will be doubled in frequency to x15mins.
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Other existing limited stop services X68 (Russell Square to Croydon) & 607 (Uxbridge to Shepherd’s
Bush) would be retained and branded as Superloop even though they provide radial rather than orbital
links. Superloop buses will be branded and carry a new livery with the bottom half red and top half
white. Recent data shows that usage of the X140 has increased by 10-15% since it was introduced,
compared the previous 140 patronage.. Standard bus fares will apply which should help to encourage
usage.

Initial reaction has been mixed with some already describing it as ‘Superloo’ or ‘Superflop’.
Perhaps “super’ is too ambitious a title as Superflop is a real risk if early expectations are not met. There
was of course ‘Stevenage Superbus’ which was very successful for a while in the 70s. Inevitable
comparisons have been made with the former Green Line network but that was designed for another era
and its routes were far too long to run reliably in today’s traffic conditions. I’'m optimistic though, my
local bus service in Brighton includes a 20-mile-long limited stop route to Eastbourne (12X). It parallels
stopping services along the busy A259 running up to every 10 minutes at peak times and has been a
huge success. Superloop routes could be just as popular, but crucial to this will new bus priority
measures to make outer suburban bus links faster and more reliable.

TfL has announced that London Overground lines are to be named. The network is currently
shown on the Underground map in orange with no differentiation between different lines. Some
historical names have continued to be used by enthusiasts and within the industry, eg. North London
Line and Watford DC line so it will be interesting to see what transpires. TfL has earmarked a budget of
£4 million to rename six lines.

Corporate and company news

Arriva has pulled out of a £6.1 million deal to buy 27 battery electric buses with Herts CC for
local services in Stevenage, partly funded through the Governments ZEBRA zero emission buses
scheme. This follows a similar announcement by Arriva in Milton Keynes (TLB 700 refers). The Times
has reported that company, which is owned by German state railways Deutsche Bahn (DB), has
confirmed its intention to dispose of all Arriva bus and rail operations in 11 countries including the UK.

Other General News

The cost of the HS2 station at Euston has nearly doubled to £4.8 billion and The
Government is delaying the opening, meaning trains will terminate at Old Oak Common for several
years. HS2 is now expected to open at Old Oak Common between 2029 & 2033 but services may not
reach Euston until 2040 or later, placing extra pressure on the Elizabeth line to carry passengers into
central London. As a result, TfL is asking the Government for funding to buy more trains for Elizabeth
line to cope with extra demand at Old Oak Common. There is a strong case for building the trains early
as the Alstom factory in Derby is due to close unless further orders are received and it would be much
more cost effective to continue an existing production line.

Transport for Greater Manchester has launched its new yellow ‘Bee Network’ livery which
will be carried by buses on franchised services. The first repaint was a Diamond bus and other operators
will start repainting vehicles in anticipation of the first round of franchised routes which begin in
September. TfGM has ordered 170 Volvo BZL/MCV buses (150 d/d, 20 s/d).

The Luton DART people mover between the Airport terminal and Luton Airport Parkway
Station which opened with a limited service on 10 March (TLB 703 refers), became a full 24/7 service
from 27 March.

CAYV Forth the Stagecoach operated autonomous (driverless) bus service over the Forth Road
Bridge (TLB 702 refers) will start carrying passengers on 15 May. Ironically the initial service will have
two members of staff on board, a safety driver in the driver’s seat and a ‘captain’ in the saloon to take
fares and answer questions.

On bus announcements are to be made mandatory on all buses in the UK from 2026. All new
buses built from 2024 must also have visual information that can be seen by wheelchair users when
travelling in a rearward facing wheelchair space. Only 30% of buses outside London currently have
visual and audible announcements.
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GREATER LONDON AREA - Route Developments
Section Editor: Stephen Floyd, 4 Turnpike Gardens, Bedford, MK42 0AJ, e-mail to
stevefloyd1959@gmail.com  This section covers local TfL bus services within the Greater London
County boundary. Fuller detail of any commercial or county services that enter the Greater London
County from outside will be in the Country Area Route Developments section that follows this section
in TLB. Night services are indicated by e.g. =24 night only or 24/= day and night (24 hour) services.

LONDON BUSES - TENDERED ROUTES UPDATE

Routes 23/=, 72/N72, 78, 189/=, 653, 683 and C3 awarded from tranches 837A, 838A, 839C, 846A,
847A and 854A awarded, starting on 22nd July 2023 (23/=), 26th August 2023 (653 & 683),

30th September 2023 (C3), 7th October 2023 (189/=) and 2nd December 2023 (72/N72 & 78).
Routes 653/683 are for 4 years, 189/= for 5 years, 23/=, 72/N72, 78 and C3 for 7 years.

23/= Retained by London Transit using existing electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 16 to 14).

72/N72 Retained by London United using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 10).

78  Awarded to Go-Ahead London Central using 16 existing hybrid double-deck vehicles. Currently
operated by Arriva London North from Ash Grove (AE) garage. (pvr 16).

189/= Retained by Metroline Travel using existing New Routemasters (pvr 15).

653 Awarded to Uno using existing diesel double deck vehicles. Currently operated by Sullivan from
South Mimms (SM) garage. (pvr 3).

683 Awarded to Uno using existing diesel double deck vehicles. Currently operated by Sullivan from
South Mimms (SM) garage. (pvr 4).

C3 Awarded to Abellio using new electric double-deck vehicles. Currently operated by London
Transit from Westbourne Park (X) garage. (pvr 9).

Some further changes to the tendering programme. Tranche 844B (route 108/=) will not be retendered at
the present time so this tranche is cancelled. Further to last month’s news that routes W12, W13 and W14
were re-allocated to Tranche 865A, these will now terminate on 6th September 2024 and therefore
allocated to Tranche 891A in the 2024/25 tendering programme. The contract for route 306 will now
terminate on 12th April 2024 and is now added to the 2024/25 tendering programme as Tranche 872A.
Tranche #813 is effectively cancelled, with route 11/N11 being re-assigned to the 507 contract, along
with route 521 contract also being re-assigned to route 108/=, hence the cancellation of Tranche 844B.
As mentioned in TLB701, route 16 is also transferred to route 332 contracts. Whilst these arrangements
are strictly between TfL and the operators for commercially confidential reasons, hopefully it explains
some of the recent complications to the tender programme of late. (See also later route news for Central
London revisions). Finally, Tranche 860 is corrected, all routes are Arriva LS (Thanks, Alan!) along with
Tranche 888, all Go-Ahead routes are Blue Triangle (Thanks, Martin!).

The rest of the 2023/24 tendering programme is now as follows:

Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted
#833 (6/23) Tranche cancelled.............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, -
#838A (9/23) 605, 628/688, (Sullivan) ..........cooevviiiininiininnnn.. --
#8404(9/23) S49(ATIVALN) covsmsmmimunimmmsssmemasemimain --
#843C (9/23) DT(GA DocKlands) . :.oonmmnanammsianns -
#844A (10/23) 321/=(GA London Central) ..............ccoeeiniiinninn. -
#344B (9/23) Tranche cancelléd. ... .omvswimmmmmmnnaivamsasssseos -
#845A (10/23) 3BI/N381 (ALEINO) iivsvisssncnsnvmssmmasssnsmmmsmss --
#847A (10/23) 32/N32, (Metroline Travel) ................................. --
#849.(10/23)  2T9INZT9, (Arriva LN ..comsommesemmmmonmimiss amssessennosss --
#851 (11/23) 39 (GA London General) SR
#851C (11/23)  14/=, 74/N74 (GA London General) .................... --




The London Bus — TLB704 - April 2023 — Page 7

----- Greater London Route Devts
#855 (12/23-01/24) 237 (Metroline Travel), H26 (Abellio) ............... --
#856 (01/24) 388 (S’ch East London ex HCT Group),

476 (GA London General) ........cccccoeevviveeieeeieinieeee, -
#858 (01/24) 603 (SUIIVANY svwsisimmsmsammasme s --
#859(1-224) 380(8'ch Selkent) ...c.vanvmmnsanrssnsnnrnamas 122
#860 (1-2/24) 59, 133/N133, 137/N137, 333 (Arriva LS) ................ 3/N3
#861 (01/24) 89/N89, (GA London Central),
601,:602:(5’ch Selkent) . cuummmnmmsnmsisns 96, 428, 472/=, 486/=, B15
#862 (02/24) Tranche cancelled.................coooiiiiiiiiiiin ., 43/=,134/=

#862C (02/24) 242/N242 (Arriva LN) ..., --
#863 (02/24) EL1/=, EL2, BL3/(GA Blué Triatgle) ... --
#863A (2-3/24) 439, S2 (New Routes Croydon/Sutton consultations). 455 (due to be w’dn!)
#864 (2-3/24) 101 (GA Blue Triangle), 167, 238, 277/N277, 362,
462 (S’ch East London), 325 (Arriva LN) ............... -
#8635 (3/24) 309, W11 (S°ch ex HCT Group),

379 (GA London General) .............covvvviniiinnnn.n. --
#865A (2-3/24) W12, W13 (S’ch ex HCT Group),
W14.(5’ch ex T Transit)i.unmsasnsnssassssis --
#866 (03/24) 20 (S’ch ex HCT Group), 58 (S’ch ex T.Transit),
97,215 (S’ch East London) ...........coooeviiiiiinninn... 123/=, 158/=, 275
#867 (03/24) 19/N19, 259, (Arriva LN), 76/= (GA London General)
393 (Metioline TTavel) wvvsnmmmnnssmanssmmams -~
#868 (03/24) Tranche cancelled..................cooiiiiiiiiiine, --
#869 (03/24) 113/N113 (Metroline Travel) ...couuseommvasvasvens s 317
#870 (03/24) 2/N2; 249 (ATTVE LS) cunsnvnvsmassnvsnsaivsiass 493
#871 (03/24) 262,473 (S’ch ex T.Transit),
396 (CA-Blue Tnatgle)  rsennemsammmmemssmsmnsss 372
The first part of the 2024/25 tendering programme is now as follows:
Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted

#872 (04/24) S3 (London United) «.cvnmmumrrsmnsnasmsimns --
#872A (04/24) 306 (Metroline Travel) ...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiinnn, --
#873 (4-5/24) 464 (Abellio), 689 (ArrivaLS) .......cooovvvvniiinnnn. --
#873A (03/24) X26 (Go-Ahead Metrobus) .........cooovvireiiiiniennnnnn. --
#874 (4-6/24) 195, E11 (Abellio), E3 (London United),

E6 (Metroline West) .......ccooviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiannnns --
#875 (04/24) U1, U2, U3, Ud (Metroline West) ....cuanasvminveis --
#876 (04/24) 236 (S,ch ex T.Transit), 394 (S’ch ex HCT Group) .... --
#877 (4-6/24) 110 (London United), 120 (Metroline Travel) ......... --
#878 (4-5/24) 206 (Metroline West), 272, 440 (London United) ..... --
#879 (01/25) 129 (GA London Central),

X239 (New route for Silvertown Tunnel) .............. --
#519A (424). P4 (STch SEIKEnt). .. convsnpmmsmmusmoammssmsanmmsas --
#880 (06/24) 253IN253,/254- (A IVA LN) wsmssnmmmammmani --
#881 (06/24) 143, 260, 302 (Metroline Travel).......................... --
#882 (6-7/24) 681 (London United), R68, R70 (Abellio)............... --
#883 (06/24) 211, €1 (London United) oo --
#884 (06/24) 406,465 (Londoii United) :wwvmnsnmnnavsnunansa --
#885 (7-9/24) 210, 382, C11, W7, W8 (Metroline Travel) ............ --
#886 (7-8/24) 17 (Metroline Travel), 243/= (Arriva LN) ............... .-
#887 (08/24) Tranche candeled v uncananssmmpsnsaennsasss 533
#888 (08/24) 5/N15, 15, 115 (GA Blue Triangle),

66 (Arriva LN) ..o --
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----- Greater London Route Devts
#889 (7-10/24) 50, 255 (Arriva LS), 201 (Abelho)
280 (GA London General) .............oovvviiiiiiinnnnnn. --
#890 (08/24) 194, 250/=, 289, 410 (Arriva LS), 663 (GA Metrobus) --
#891 (8-10/24) 130 (Abellio), 314, 661(S’ch Selkent),
320 (GA Metrobus) .....oovvuiiiiiiie e, --
#891A (9/24) W12, W13 (S’ch ex HCT Group),
W4 (S chiex T-THRSID. ..ounmnmmnamnsamvaviss --

ROUTE AND SERVICE CHANGES

Saturday 4th February 2023: As in TLB703, with a minor correction to N91 PVRs, 7 operate on FrSa &
Su nights. (As with most night services, daytime running numbers also appear on first and last
journeys)

Saturday | 1th February 2023: As in TLB703.

Saturday 11th February to Sunday 19th February 2023: As in TLB703; the Tram replacement service
was operated by Abellio, therefore route 718 (Queen’s Park & Harrow & Wealdstone) was operated by
Sullivan Buses.

Saturday 18th February 2023: Asin TLB 703.

Monday 20th February 2023: As in TLB703.

Saturday 25th February 2023:

233 (Go-Ahead Metrobus-MB) (Eltham Station & Swanley, Beechenlea Lane) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

H28 (Abellio-GW) (Hayes, Bull’s Bridge Tesco & Osterley, Tesco) LBSL (QC) contract extended for
2 years.

PVR Changes from 25th February 2023:
Abellio: H28 no change to PVRs;
Go-Ahead Metrobus: 233 no change to PVRs;

Saturday 4th March 2023:

Widened timetables introduced on routes 31 and 332 for road works in Kilburn High Road.

187 (Metroline West-WJ) (Central Middlesex Hospital & Finchley Road, Sainsbury’s) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using new Volvo BZL /MCV 10.2m electric single-decks in due course.

423  (London United-WK) (Heathrow Terminal 5 & Hounslow, Bus Station) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

427 (Abellio-GW) (Uxbridge, York Road & Acton, High Street) Route withdrawn between Southall
Broadway and Acton but revised to terminate at Southall, Merrick Road via South Road.

487 (Metroline West-WJ) (South Harrow Station & Harlesden, Willesden Junction). Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using new Volvo BZL /MCV 10.2m electric single-deck vehicles in due course.

H22 (London United-AV) (Hounslow, Bell Corner & West Middlesex Hospital) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

H32 (Hounslow, Bus Station & Southall, Town Hall) LBSL QC contract awarded to Abellio using LT-
class NRM New Routemasters from Southall (GW) garage. Mon-Sat daytime frequency reduced
from x10 to x12 mins. Previously operated by London United from Hounslow (AV) garage
mainly using SP-class Scania N230UD OmniCity double-deck vehicles.

H37 (London United-AV) (Hounslow, Blenheim Centre & Richmond, Manor Circus) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.
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Saturday 4th March, continued:

H91 (Hounslow West Station & Hammersmith, Bus Station) LBSL QC contract awarded to Metroline
Travel using LT-class NRM New Routemasters from Brentford (AH) garage. Previously operated
by London United from Hounslow Heath (WK) garage using mainly VH-class hybrid double-
deck vehicles.

H98 (London United-AV) (Hounslow, Bus Station & Hayes End, Kingsway) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

NO97 (Trafalgar Square & Hammersmith, Bus Station) LBSL QC contract awarded to Go-Ahead
London General using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles from Putney (AF) garage. Previously
operated by London Transit from Westbourne Park (X) garage using a mix of ADH-class or
VMH-class E40H Enviro400H or MCV EvoSeti hybrid double-deck vehicles.

PVR Changes from 4th March 2023:

Abellio: 427 to 17/16/13 #GW601+, H32 to 10/10/9 #GW321+;

Go-Ahead London General: 430 to 13*/13*/12* #AF231+ (*N97);

NO97 to: 3SuThN/4 FrSaN #AF191+ (+ jnys ex 430);

London United: 414 crosslink to N97 withdrawn; 423, H22, H37, H98 no change to PVRs;
H32, H91, N97 withdrawn.

Metroline Travel: H91 to 14/12/8 #AH181+;

Metroline West: 187, 487 no change to PVRs.

Sunday Sth March 2023:

246 (Stagecoach Selkent-TB) (Bromley North Station & Westerham) This is the first day of the
seasonal Sun/PHol extension to Chartwell. This runs until Sunday 29th October 2023. There is no
change to PVRs.

Saturday 11th March 2023:

Widened timetables introduced for routes 56, 106, 308 and 488 for Lea Bridge Roundabout cycle works,
expected to last until October. Also for 237 at Brentford.

64/= (Arriva London South-TH) (Thornton Heath Pond & New Addington, Vulcan Way) Mon-Sat
daytime frequency reduced from x7': to x10mins. Note this is the early introduction of frequency
changes under the new contract starting later this year.

PVR Changes from 11th March 2023:
Arriva London South: 64 to 17/16/13 #TH1+.

Saturday 18th March 2023:

Widened timetables introduced for Euston Road roadworks on routes 30, 73 and 390.

138 (Go-Ahead Metrobus-MB) (Bromley North Station & Coney Hall, Princes Way) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

161 (Stagecoach Selkent-PD) (North Greenwich Station & Chislehurst, War Memorial) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

172 (Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Aldwych & Brockley Rise, Chandos) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

181 (Stagecoach Selkent-KB) (Lewisham, Town Centre & Grove Park Station) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

225 (Go-Ahead London Central-MG) (Hither Green Station & Canada Water Station) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

284  (Stagecoach Selkent-KB) (Lewisham, Town Centre & Grove Park Cemetery) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

N15 (Go-Ahead Blue Triangle-DS/RR) (Oxford Circus & Romford Market) Additional supplementary
service, Fr-Sa nights only, increasing frequency in first hour from Oxford Circus, returning from
Romford from 03:00. These extras are operated by Camberwell (Q) garage, so making this route
jointly operated by Blue Triangle and London Central. (Note correction to operator!)
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PVR Changes from 18th March 2023:
Go-Ahead London Central: N15 to add 2 Fr-Sa nights #Q671/672; no change to 172, 225 PVRs;
Go-Ahead Metrobus: no change to 138 PVRs;
Stagecoach Selkent: 161 to 16+/16/12 #PDS51+ (+1/601), 601 to 7*/-/- #PD501+ (*96,161),
181 to 13/13/11 #KBS81+, 284 to 12/12/9 #KB241+. (Please note this corrects SUP39C as the

interworking was abandoned a couple of years before that!)

Saturday 25th March 2023:

Go-Ahead London General’s Plough Lane (PL) garage closes, so several allocation changes and a new
site established at Mitcham, Goat Road (GM) as an outstation of Merton (AL) garage. Also the
Roehampton University commercial service was transferred from Putney (AF) garage to Mitcham
(GM) garage.

39  (Go-Ahead London General-PL) (Clapham Junction, Falcon Road & Putney Bridge Station) Re-
allocated to Putney (AF) garage).

152 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Pollards Hill, Westmorland Way & New Malden, Fountain)
Revised daily timetable.

169 (Stagecoach East London-BK) (Barking, London Road & Clayhall, The Glade) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

247 (Stagecoach East London-NS) (Barkingside Station & Romford Station) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

280 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Belmont Station & Tooting, St.George’s Hospital) Re-allocated
from Merton (AL) to Mitcham (GM) garage.

287 (Stagecoach East London-RM) (Rainham, Abbey Wood Lane & Barking Station) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

424 (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Putney Heath, Green Man & Fulham, Football Club, M-Sa
except evenings) Re-allocated to Stockwell (SW) garage.

470 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Colliers Wood Station & Epsom, Town Centre M-S) Re-
allocated from Merton (AL) to Mitcham (GM) garage.

485 (Go-Ahead London General-PL) (Wandsworth, High Street & Hammersmith Bridge, South Side)
Re-routed in both directions to serve Wandsworth Riverside Quarter development which had been
consulted in 2018 and planned for introduction for some while. To and from Putney Bridge Road,
and in both directions, operates in a loop via Point Pleasant, Osiers Road, Enterprise Way, Osiers
Road and Point Pleasant. A Sunday and evening service also introduced running every x30 mins.
Re-allocated to Merton (AL) garage.

493  (Go-Ahead London General-PL) (Richmond, Bus Station & Tooting, St.George’s Hospital)
Re-allocated to Merton (AL) garage.

690 (Go-Ahead London General-PL) (Norwood Garage & Earlsfield, Burntwood School, SDO)
Re-allocated to Stockwell (SW) garage.

PVR Changes from 25th March 2023:

Go-Ahead London General: 39 to 14/14/9 #AF21+, 152 to 14/14/7 #AL241+,

280 to 14/14/11 #GM61+, 424 to 5/5/- #SW33 1+, 470 to 7/6/- #GM47T1+, 485 to 4/4/3 # AL281+,
493 to 16/15/9 #AL381+, 690 to 2/-/- HSW691+;

Stagecoach East London: no change to 169, 247, 287 PVRs.

Friday 3 1st March to Monday 3rd April 2023:

Further to the note in TLB702 about regular closures of Blackwall Tunnel, route 108 was split into

two portions throughout this weekend, although from 24:00 on Sunday until 05:00 Monday, the service
returned to normal albeit the southbound service was diverted via Tower Bridge.

Saturday 1st April 2023:

Widened timetables introduced for Lea Bridge Roundabout and Mile End on routes 25 and 425.
Various stopping arrangements in Uxbridge Bus Station changed as part of a trial on 27th August 2022
(see TLB697) and extended several times, now made permanent.
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Saturday 1st April, continued:

36 (Go-Ahead London Central-NX/PM) (New Cross Garage & Queens Park Station) New Daily
timetables for reliability.

68  (Abellio-WL) (Euston Station & West Norwood, High Street) and

N68 (Abellio-WL) (Tottenham Court Road Station & Old Coulsdon, Tudor Rose) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

468 (Arriva London South-N) (Elephant & Castle & South Croydon, Swan & Sugar Loaf) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

Ul  (Metroline West-UX) (Ruislip Station & West Drayton Station) Double-run via Uxbridge Bus
Station withdrawn, operating direct via Belmont Road.

PVR Changes from 1st April 2023:

Abellio: no change to 68, N68 or 468 PVRs;

Go-Ahead London Central: 36 to 27/26/17 #N X1+, (PM unchanged),
436 to 17/15/12 #NX301+ (36, 436 crosslinks removed).

Metroline West: no change to Ul PVRs.

These planned route changes after our closing date are listed below but may be subject to change.

Easter Holiday 7th to 10th April 2023: A Saturday service operated on Good Friday 8th April and a
Sunday Service on Easter Monday 10th April, with normal service on Easter Sat and Sunday.

Saturday 8th April 2023:

389 (Sullivan-SM) (Barnet, The Spires & Barnet, Western Way, Mo-Sa Shopping hours) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

399  (Sullivan-SM) (Barnet, The Spires & Hadley Wood, circular, Mo-Sa Shopping hours) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

Monday 17th April 2023:

628 (Sullivan-SM) (Kingsbury JFS & Southgate Station SDO, this direction only) journeys retimed to
depart at 15:50 Mon-Thu and 13:40 Fri (now standard between Winter and Summer).

653  (Sullivan-SM) (Kingsbury JFS & Muswell Hill Broadway SDO) PM journeys retimed to depart at
15:40, 15:45, 15:50 Mon-Thu and 13:35, 13:40 and 13:50 Fri (both Winter and Summer).

683  (Sullivan-SM) (Kingsbury JFS & Friern Barnet, Town Hall SDO) PM journeys retimed to depart
at 15:40, 15:50, 15:52, 15:55 Mon-Thu and 13:35, 13:45, 13:47 and 13:50 Fri (both Winter and
Summer). An additional trip M-F as required at 17:30 for “After school club”.

688 (Sullivan-SM) (Kingsbury JFS & Southgate Station SDO) PM journeys retimed to depart at 15:40,
15:50, 15:53, 15:55 Mon-Thu and 13:35, 13:45, 13:48 and 13:50 Fri (both Winter and Summer).
An additional trip M-F as required at 17:30 for “After school club”.

Sunday 23rd April 2023:
The London Marathon returns to its traditional Spring date, so extensive road closures and diversions
for South-East, East and Central London until roads are progressively re-opened form late afternoon.

Saturday 29th April 2023:

Major revisions to Central London routes as previously highlighted in TLB700/701 start today (but not
all are changing on the same day — routes 77 and 211 being delayed until a later date). The last
day of “Red Arrow” routes 507 and 521 will therefore be the day before. Normal timetables return
to routes 108/=, 129 and 188/=.

3 (Abellio-QB) (Crystal Palace & Whitehall) Withdrawn between Lambeth Bridge and Whitehall
but rerouted at Lambeth Bridge via Horseferry Road, Greycoat Place, Artillery Road, Victoria
Street to terminate at Victoria Station, replacing route 507 over this section.
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Saturday 29th April, continued:

6/=

11

16

26

31
N31

(Metroline Travel-AC) (Willesden Garage & Aldwych) Rerouted at Hyde Park Corner via
Grosvenor Place, Lower Grosvenor Place, Buckingham Palace Road to Victoria Station returning
via Victoria Street, Grosvenor Gardens, replacing route 16 over this section.

(Go-Ahead London General-SW) (Fulham Broadway & Liverpool Street Station) Withdrawn
between Westminster and Liverpool Street but rerouted at Parliament Square via Westminster
Bridge, Westminster Bridge Road, Station Approach Road, Cab Road (“Taxi Road”) to Waterloo
Station, returning via York Road and Addington Street.

(Metroline Travel-W) (Victoria Station & Cricklewood Garage) Withdrawn in its present form
between Edgware Road Station and Victoria but re-routed at Edgware Road via Bishops Bridge
Road to Paddington Station (return via Eastbourne Terrace and Praed Street) and also extended
from Cricklewood to Brent Park, Tesco, so in effect it is route 332 renumbered 16.

(Stagecoach East London-HK) (Hackney Wick, Eastway & Waterloo Station) Withdrawn
between Aldwych and Waterloo but rerouted at Aldwych via the Strand, Trafalgar Square,
Whitehall, Parliament Square, Victoria Street to Victoria Station, replacing route 11 over this
section.

(Metroline West-WJ) (Camden Town, Bayham Street & White City, Bus Station) and

(Metroline Travel-PV) (Camden Town, Bayham Street & Clapham Junction, St John’s Hill)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

35/= (Go-Ahead London Central-Q) (Shoreditch, High Street & Clapham Junction) Renewal of LBSL

40

59

62
95

133

145

(QC) contract using existing mix of EH-class E40H Enviro400H, MHV-class Volvo BSLH MCV
Evoseti and WHV-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck vehicles. Mon-Fri
daytime frequency reduced from x7' to x8 mins, Sunday and evening frequency increased from
x15 to x12 mins.

(Go-Ahead London Central-Q) (Dulwich, Library & Clerkenwell Green) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract, using new Ee-class electric double-decks in due course.

(Arriva London South-BN) (Streatham Hill, Telford Avenue & Euston Station) Withdrawn
between Holborn and Euston but rerouted at Holborn via Theobald’s Road, Drake Street, Proctor
Street (eastbound), High Holborn, Holborn Viaduct, Giltspur Street to terminate at Barts Hospital,
thus replacing route 521 from Waterloo Station to Holborn Viaduct, apart from the Strand
Underpass in the northbound direction.

(Stagecoach East London-BK) (Barking, Gascoigne Estate & Marks Gate, Billet Road) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing AD E40D Enviro400 diesel double-deck vehicles.
(Metroline West-G) (Southall, Town Hall & Shepherd’s Bush Green) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

(Arriva London South-BN) (Streatham Station & Liverpool Street Station) Rerouted at King
William Street via Poultry, Cheapside, Newgate Street, Holborn Viaduct, High Holborn to
terminate at Holborn Station at the Red Lion Square Stand. This replaces route 521, except routed
away from Cannon Street. Route N133 is unchanged.

(Stagecoach East London-BK) (Leytonstone, Bus Station & Dagenham, ASDA) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing AD E40D and E40H Enviro400 hybrid and diesel
double-deck vehicles. Note that the weekend night service was withdrawn under consultation.

214/=(Go-Ahead London General-NP) (Highgate Village & Moorgate, Finsbury Square) Re-allocated

253
254
294

332

to Waterloo (RA) garage.

(Arriva London North-CT) (Hackney Central Station & Euston Station) Widened timetables
introduced daily for Lea Bridge Roundabout cycle works, expected to last until October.

(Arriva London North-AE) (Aldgate Station & Holloway, Nag's Head) Widened timetables
introduced daily for Lea Bridge Roundabout cycle works, expected to last until October.
(Stagecoach East London-NS) (Havering Park, Firbank Road & Noak Hill, Tees Drive) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing AD E40D Enviro400 diesel double-deck vehicles.
(Metroline Travel-W) (Brent Park, Tesco & Paddington Station) Route renumbered 16.

345/= (Abellio-QB) (Peckham, Bus Station & South Kensington, Cromwell Road) Renewal of LBSL

(QC) contract using existing AD E40H Enviro400H hybrid double-deck vehicles.
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Saturday 29th April, continued:

366

368

507
521

C10

NI11

N16
N26

(Beckton, Bus Station & Redbridge, Roding Lane South) LBSL QC contract awarded to Go-
Ahead Blue Triangle using new SEe electric single-deck vehicles from Docklands (DS) garage in
due course. Currently operated by Stagecoach East London from Barking (BK) garage using AD
E20D Enviro200 diesel single-deck vehicles.

(Harts Lane Estate & Chadwell Heath, Wangey Road) LBSL QC contract awarded to Go-Ahead
Blue Triangle using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles from River Road (RR) garage. Actual
types to be allocated to be confirmed in due course as some will be required to cover for electric
bus deliveries. Currently operated by Arriva London North from Barking (DX) garage using a mix
of T-class AD E40D Enviro400 and DW-class DB300 Wrightbus Gemini 2 diesel double-deck
vehicles.

(Go-Ahead London General-RA) Route withdrawn. Partially replaced by revisions to routes 3 and
C10.

(Go-Ahead London General-RA, M-F only) Route withdrawn. Partially replaced by revisions to
routes 59 and 133. Note that the Strand Underpass will no longer be used by buses.

(Abellio-WL) (Canada Water Station & Victoria Station) Rerouted at Elephant & Castle via St
George’s Road, St.George’s Circus, Westminster Bridge Road, (towards Victoria, return London
Road), Waterloo Road, Waterloo Station, York Way and Addington Street to Lambeth Palace
Road. Frequency increased early Sat & Sun mornings to x12mins.

(Go-Ahead London General-SW) (Ealing Broadway Station & Liverpool Street Station).
Withdrawn between Trafalgar Square & Liverpool Street Station.

(Metroline Travel-W) (Victoria Station & Edgware Station) Route Renumbered N32.

(Stagecoach East London-HK) (Chingford Station & Trafalgar Square) Extended from Trafalgar
Square via Whitehall, Parliament Square and Victoria Street to Victoria Station.

Bank Holiday Mondays [st, 8th and 29th May 2023: Normal Sunday services to operate.

Saturday 6th May 2023:

I'he

Coronation of King Charles III will take place today with extensive road closures in Central
London. Unfortunately, these had not been confirmed at time of going to press, nor had any
supplementary bus services been confirmed, although the disruptions and security measures are
likely to involve many temporary closures before the event. Any details will hopefully be
available soon so that it can be recorded for historical posterity in next month’s TLB.

Normal service changes: Note that the 147 is a contract renewal, not a 2-year extension, the other routes

147

196
241

330

are included though and were missed from previous TLBs, sorry!

(Go-Ahead Blue Triangle-RR) (llford High Road & Canning Town, Bus Station) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles. Actual types to be allocated to be
confirmed in due course as some will be required to cover for electric bus deliveries.

(Abellio-WL) (Elephant & Castle & Norwood Junction, Grosvenor Road) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

(Stagecoach East London-NS) (Stratford City, Bus Station & Royal Wharf) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

(Stagecoach East London-WH) (Wanstead Park Station & Silvertown) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

474/= (Stagecoach East London-WH) (Canning Town, Hermit Road & Manor Park Station) LBSL (QC)

contract extended for 2 years.

Saturday 20th May 2023:

406
418

(London United-TV) (Kingston, Cromwell Road Bus Stn & Epsom Town Centre via Ewell) and
(London United-TV) (Kingston, Cromwell Road Bus Stn & Epsom Town Centre via West Ewell)
Revised timetables daily on both routes to improve interworking.







