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HOSPITAL LINK

On Christmas Day 1993, Selkent ran a circular route 700 serving hospitals in Bromley,
Sidcup and Orpington using RMC 1490. On Christmas Day 1994 it was extended to
Lewisham, then using Titan T 1122. (David Stewart)

The 700 number was used again on Christmas Day 1998, also a circular route but
around central London. By now it was Stagecoach East London who owned the number
and open-top (in the rain) T 512 (plus a ‘dupe’Scania) pause in Trafalgar Square.

(David Stewart)

Front cover: On 27 May 1990, a Sunday (and some Sats) Special ran from Greenwich
via north Kent to Leysdown on the Isle of Sheppey - but it ended in September 1991. In
June 1990 coach-seated Leyland Olympian L 260 is leaving Greenwich. .(David Stewart)
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A THE LONDON BUS
The monthly newsletter of the

P
Lm London Omnibus Traction Society Lm

gnt? website at www.lots.org.uk
ISSN 0263-3329

Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> 1 finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at G16 Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Dec2022:

UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively.  Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise, it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7Q)J.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt,
Sevenoaks,TN14 7EP. Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 2-4 December and due for posting on Tues 13th December.

Closing date for TLB701 is Weds 4th January and due for posting on Tues 17th January.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays O1Feb, O01Mar 2023.
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Editorial and Society Matters

With TLB700 we have reached another milestone although its contents are all of the usual.
However, the six cover pictures area all ‘700s’ to mark the occasion.

TLB in 2022 was altered when the LOTS Committee decided that we should have bigger pictures
and more pictures. So the covers (in and out) had 6 rather than 8 pictures and in 8 months of the year we
had a centre insert each with another 8 pictures. Overall, 136 (rather than 96) for the year. Conversely,
text pages reduced in number but you can rest assured than nothing had been omitted; the volume of
news (especially in vehicles) seemed to have reduced of its own accord!

As to society matters, we had to continue the drastic reduction in Conway Hall meetings due in part
to reduced attendances but mainly due to the huge hike in hire charges. Other similar venues are no
different. Plenty of bus events in 2022 though, with running days on routes 81, 101 and 37.

As TLB Managing Editor, I offer my thanks and that of the Committee to all those inside and
outside the Society who contributed in many ways to the information flow for TLB, not to mention its
preparation, proof reading, printing and despatching procedures. We also thank the operators, transport
authorities and our members and friends who provide a lot of information. We also acknowledge
information extracted from fellow enthusiasts’ groups, from e-groups and magazines. Thanks to our
‘back office team’ who manage our actual office, membership, finances and sales, load, drive and
unload the van and make sure that we have enough stationery stocks and stamps, all of which help to
make the Society run smoothly.

I wish you and your families a good Christmas and a Happy New Year for 2022.

Contents

Pages 2-3  Coming Events and Postal Sales

Pages 4-5 General & Industry News

Pages 6-15 Greater London Area - Route Developments

Pages 16-17 Country Area — Route Developments

Pagea 18-19 Publicity news

Pages 20-27 Current vehicle news of all operators

Pages 28-31 Where are they now? Subsequent vehicle disposals
Page 32 Service Vehicles

Coming Events (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun. 18 December: Route 227 (Bromley & Crystal Palace with RFs, also RT/RM on old 94 Bromley &
Petts Wood.

Sun. 18 December: Country route 91 Guildford- Knaphill- Woking with early Dart SLFs.

Sun. 25 December: RTs on route 430 Roehampton & Putney Bridge.

Sun. 1 January: The annual ‘King Alfred’ Running Day from Winchester Broadway.

Sat. 11 February: NLETE Enfield Transport Bazaar, St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, EN1 2EY.
Features up to thirty stalls selling all kinds of transport books, photo’s, DVD’s, maps, timetables, tickets
and other memorabilia. Refreshments available. Open 11.00-14.30. Admission £3 (acc. children free).

Looking ahead in 2023: South East Bus Festival at Detling on Sat, 1 April. London Bus Museum has
its Spring Gathering on Sun.16 April. More Running Days are planned on route 175 (Sat.25 March) and
route 65 again (Sun.11 June).

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.
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For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB699 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might
be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) (**recent**) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with
extensive captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years” experience.
London Bus Magazine No201 Autumn 2022 (£5.00) **recent** Main features are ‘Bus services on
the Isle of Dogs Part 1’ (Malc McDonald) and ‘Fifty years of LBM Part 2 (by Editor).

London Bus Magazine No202 Winter 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main featurws are ‘ Part 2 of the Isle of
Dogs service history’ ;Malc McDonald, accompanied by a short Barry Turner piece on Collectables he
has built up over the years. Also, some inroad into the accumulated Book Reviews!

These four are all **NEW** from Capital Transport:-
London’s Pre-War Smaller Classes (C, STD, LTC, TF, CR) by Ken Blacker £30.00.
An Alphabet for the Underground, The work of Edward Johnston by M.A.C.Horne £19.95
The London Underground — A Diagrammatic History (10" Edition) by Doug Rose £9.95
London Underground Station Encyclopaedia by David Leboff £50.00. 416 pages covering each of
the 272 stations severed by the Underground with over 1,000 colour photos.
And from other publishers:
London Historical Research Group -The Omnibus Society
ST, DL & Acquired Vehicle Histories: Vol. 1 ST1-600 and Vol. 2 ST601-1140, DST, DL, TD, TC, MY
Compiled by Alan Bond and Les Stitson £15.00 each volume.
Greater London Bus Map 18 December 1940 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris)(**NEW*%*)
Greater London Bus Map 19 July 1964 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris) (**NEW*%*)

London Transport Country Buses Part 2 North (£40.00) by Laurie Akehurst, 184 pages, Peter
Mitchell’s photos (1949 to 1975). published by Adam Gordon. **NEW**

London’s First Motor Buses (£16.95) (Capital Transport) — an album compiled by Mick Webber,
with articles from Commercial Motor, The Daily Chronicle, Old Motor and the London Historical
research Group of The Omnibus Society. 80pp. **NEW**

SEC Fleet Book 2022 £8.00 Now includes the Metrobus, Crawley fleet as well. **NEW**

SEC Southdown Fleet History Part 32 1967 **NEW this month**

The London That Never Happened (A. Badsey-Ellis) £19.95; 96 pages of bold but unrealised
proposals for London e.g. an airport at Kings Cross; monorails in central London and to Heathrow
(Capital Transport). **recent**

British Trolleybus Systems — London and S. E. England (Peter Waller) £30.00; An historic
overview.136 pages with 250 colour and B & W photos. Pen & Sword Books: **NEW **

Twenty Turbulent Years —The transformation of Britain’s bus industry 1980-2000

By Peter Rowlands and Stewart J. Brown, published by Fawndoon Books £30.00. 144 pages with
almost 300 colour photos **NEW** The Book looks at the effects of the key changes of that era —
deregulation and privatisation — and illustrates the variety of vehicles and liveries in Britain’s bus
fleets. It also tells of the effects these changes had on British bus manufacturers.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com
National news, TfL and Politics

It has been a much quieter month at Westminster. The Chancellor’s Autumn Statement on 17
November pledged to maintain major transport projects including HS2 and Northern Powerhouse Rail.
Bus Service Improvement Plans (BSIP’s) outside London seem to have survived too. Further to TLB
699, Baroness Vere did not retain her buses brief within the Department for Transport. That role passed
to Richard Holden, MP for North West Durham who is responsible for local transport including TfL and
light rail. Huw Merriman has been confirmed as the Minister for rail, which includes HS2.

There was a major announcement regarding TfL’s controversial Central London Bus review on
23 November. The original plans (outlined in TLB 694) required TfL to make savings equivalent to four
per cent of the bus network. They included the withdrawal of sixteen routes including some very long-
established links. These have been slimmed down following consultation and the announcement of
additional funding by The Mayor as part of the Government’s Covid funding deal which will average
around £25 million per year. This is in addition to a £500 million financing facility from City Hall which
is still required for TfL to maintain a balanced budget. TfL now intends to proceed with just 22 per cent
of the proposals consulted on, affecting eighteen routes (out of 70 in the original proposals), but the
overall effect will be much less radical. The route number 11 will be retained instead of being
renumbered 507, although it will still be shortened to run between Fulham and Waterloo. The 16 route
number is also retained to replace the 332 between Brent Park and Paddington. The 521 withdrawal will
go ahead, it being replaced by changes to routes 59 and 133. The announcement includes a comment
next to each unaltered route that ‘these changes will not go ahead at this time’. This suggests some or all
could be resurrected at a later date, perhaps when the current funding agreement expires in March 20247
Full route by route details are included in Greater London Area Route Developments.

Around 21,500 responses were received to the consultation, mostly objecting to cutbacks. TfL
structured its consultation around sixteen neighbourhood areas. Of those, only four will now be directly
affected, which are Horseferry Road, Fleet Street, Edgware Road and Waterloo. TfL says that while bus
use has fallen in Central and inner London due to improved walking and cycling facilities and the
Elizabeth line it still believes there is scope for growth in outer London. There is no mention of people
being put off using buses in Central London due to slower journey times as a result of changes to road
layouts, and the ‘Hopper fare’ is still being used to claim it makes changing buses easy. The withdrawal
of routes 507 & 521 marks an end to the former Red Arrow network, first introduced with route 500 in
1966. It also raises a question over the future of the all-electric Waterloo operating base and of buses
through the former Kingsway tram tunnel under Aldwych, which is restricted to single deckers.

The Mayor has announced that the Ultra-Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) is to be extended to cover
all London Boroughs from 29 August 2023 ‘to improve air quality and everyone’s health’. The charge
for using a vehicle not meeting ULEZ requirements will be £12.50 per day.

T1L is seeking views on a new cross river bus network through the Silvertown Tunnel. This is
now under construction between the Greenwich peninsular and Silvertown and is due to open in 2025.
The consultation is open until 11 January. When the tunnel opens there will be a toll charge which will
also-apply on the Blackwall tunnel. Route 108 would continue to use the Blackwall tunnel while revised
route 129 and new express route X239 will use the Silvertown tunnel. The 129 will be extended from
North Greenwich to serve Beckton and the Royal Docks, terminating at Great Eastern Quay with an
increased frequency. A new express route (provisionally numbered X239) would start at Grove Park and
follow route 261 to Lee Green, then Blackheath, joining the A102 at the Sun-In-The-Sands roundabout.
From there it would run non-stop through the Silvertown tunnel with the first stop at Leamouth. There
are then two main options before the route would continue to Canary Wharf and Westferry Circus. An 8-
minute daytime frequency is proposed.

A further new TfL consultation involves plans for safety improvements on and around Battersea
Bridge. These include new stretches of bus lanes on both sides and other pedestrian and cycling
improvements.







