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Safequard

Safeguard has a new Volvo BBRLE/MCV EvoRA BV72 KOD. It is used on the company’s
town service in Guildford and in this view it traverses Cabell Road in Park Barn.
(Terry O’Neill)

The star of London Bus Museum'’s ‘Transportfest’ on 23rd October was D 142, the
newly-restored 1925 vintage Dennis 3-ton. It is now in this blue livery of its original
owner London Public. (David Heath)

XX 9

Front cover: Londoner Buses started its Routemaster stopping service A (Waterloo &
Piccadilly Circus) on 15th October. On the first day RM 1941 prepares to cross
Westminster Bridge. The route is short and the fare is high (£5). (Richard Godfrey)
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A THE LONDON BUS
The monthly newsletter of the

Voo
Lm London Omnibus Traction Society Lm

S website at www.lots.org.uk
ISSN 0263-3329

Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at G16 Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Dec2022:
UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively. Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise, it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt,
Sevenoaks,TN14 7EP. Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 3-5 November and due for posting on Tues 15 November.

Closing date for TLB700 is Weds 30th November and due for posting on Tues 13 December.
Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 04Jan, 01Feb, 01Mar 2023.
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Society Matters

Please note on page 1 the new (increased) subscription rates from 1st December 2022. Like everything
else, our costs have been rising in recent years and we can’t continue to absorb the increases any more.
Costs of international postage have risen terrifically.

Additionally, the price of an individual LBM will be increased to £6.00 from the December 2022 issue.
The October TLB was compiled and printed on time but fell foul of more Royal Mail strikes. By
looking at proposed dates for more strikes, the November TLB is likely to suffer again. Not a lot we can
do, we just do our bits on time — so don’t blame us.

LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

On Monday 28 November in the Great Hall, we will welcome Andy Corbett, Commercial Director
of RATP-DEV. He had to cancel earlier dates.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
"Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

- The most recent Sales List is included with this TLB but in any case the Sales List on our website
can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if you send
a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might be when
the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

A full Sales List is in this TLB and on our website.

Please note that TLB Extras 1974 and 1976 are now sold out of print (thus 1965 to 1976 out of stock).
Furthermore, ‘RT Memories - Capital Service for 40 years’ (Bowden Publishing) and ‘The London Q’
are now out of print and out of stock.
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LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) (**NEW**) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with
extensive captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years’ experience.
London Bus Magazine No201 Autumn 2022 (£5.00) **NEW?** Main features are ‘Bus services on
the Isle of Dogs Part 1” (Malc McDonald) and ‘Fifty years of LBM Part 2 (by Editor).

SUP-39C TfL operators fleet allocations and PVRs, 21st May 2022 (£4.50). **recent**

The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **recent**.

The three newest titles this month are all from Capital Transport:-

London’s Pre-War Smaller Classes (C, STD, LTC, TF, CR) by Ken Blacker £30.00

An Alphabet for the Underground by M.A.C. Horne £19.95 and

The London Underground — A Diagrammatic History (10" Edition) by Doug Rose £9.95

And from other publishers:
Greater London Bus Map 18 December 1940 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris)(**NEW**)
Greater London Bus Map 19 July 1964 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris) (**NEW?*¥*)

London Transport Country Buses Part 2 North (£40.00) by Laurie Akehurst, 184 pages, Peter
Mitchell’s photos (1949 to 1975). published by Adam Gordon. **NEW?**

The London Dennis Dart and Dart SLF (£35.00) A history by David Beddall, 208 pages
published by Pen & Sword Books. **NEW**

London’s First Motor Buses (£16.95) (Capital Transport) — an album compiled by Mick Webber,
with articles from Commercial Motor, The Daily Chronicle, Old Motor and the London Historical
research Group of The Omnibus Society. 80pp. **NEW**

SEC Fleet Book 2022 £8.00 Now includes the Metrobus, Crawley fleet as well. **NEW**

SEC Southdown Fleet History Part 32 1967 **NEW this month**

The London That Never Happened (A. Badsey-Ellis) £19.95; 96 pages of bold but unrealised
proposals for London e.g. an airport at Kings Cross; monorails in central London and to Heathrow
(Capital Transport). **recent**

British Trolleybus Systems — London and S. E. England (Peter Waller) £30.00; An historic
overview.136 pages with 250 colour and B & W photos. Pen & Sword Books: **NEW **

Twenty Turbulent Years —The transformation of Britain’s bus industry 1980-2000

By Peter Rowlands and Stewart J. Brown, published by Fawndoon Books £30.00. 144 pages with
almost 300 colour photos **NEW#** The Book looks at the effects of the key changes of that era —
deregulation and privatisation — and illustrates the variety of vehicles and liveries in Britain’s bus
Sleets. It also tells of the effects these changes had on British bus manufacturers

Coming Events (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 19 Nov NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, Enfield (on route 329).
11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free).

Sun 20 Nov: A Running Day over former routes from Hendon (AE) Garage (closed June 1987).
Timetables are on our website.Routes covered are 13 Swiss Cottage & Hendon (AE) Garage (site
of); 32 Brent Green- AE- Edgware; 140 Brent Green- AE- Queensbury; 183 Golders Green &
Kingsbury; N59 St John’s Wood- AE and Hendon Central. Timetables are on our website.

Sat 03 Dec: The Ensignbus vintage bus running day is NOT cancelled and will go ahead now that the
potential restrictions have largely been resolved. Timetables will be on both www.Ensignbus.com
and on a flyer in this TLB. Routes X21, X54, X55, X81 (each x30mins) will be as last year.

As in previous years ENCTS concessionary passes and London Freedom Passes, Travelcards and
Oyster Cards and similar cards are not accepted. An all-day ticket is £10 adult (£2 child).

Looking ahead to 2023: South East Bus Festival at Detling on Sat, 2 April. London Bus Museum has

its Spring Gathering on Sun.16 April. More Running Days are planned on route 175 (Sat.25 March) and

route 65 again (Sun.11 June).
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

The shenanigans at Westminster continued during October with Liz Truss resigning as Prime
Minister on 20 October. She had sacked her Chancellor of the Exchequer, Kwasi Kwarteng the
previous week. His ‘mini budget’ on 23 September led to turmoil on financial markets and increased
mortgage rates. The replacement Chancellor is Jeremy Hunt who basically ripped up the ‘mini budget’.
Liz Truss became the person holding the shortest tenure as Prime Minister in recent years, lasting just 44
days. A new leadership contest between Conservative MPs followed. Rishi Sunak was elected
Conservative Party leader and Prime Minister on 24 October after Boris Johnson and Penny Mordaunt
dropped out. So, we now have our third Prime Minister this year. The Labour Party demanded a general
election but with two years to run before this is required and the Government having a large majority,
this looks very unlikely.

All change again in the Department for Transport. The latest Secretary of State for Transport is
Mark Harper, MP for the Forest of Dean, who becomes the seventh person to hold this role since 2010.
He replaces Anne-Marie Trevelyan who was only appointed a few weeks earlier by Liz Truss. Huw
Merriman becomes Minister of State for Transport. The MP for Bexhill and Battle has been a member
of the Transport Select Committee since 2015, becoming its Chair in 2020 and he has often spoken in
Parliament on bus and rail issues. Baroness Vere has retained her brief covering buses and coaches and
Hereford MP Jesse Norman joins her as a newly appointed transport minister.

At TfL, Andy Lord took over from Andy Byford as interim Commissioner on 25 October and Glynn
Barton has been appointed Chief Operating Officer. He has been with TfL for over twenty years in a
variety of roles, most recently being responsible for TfL’s statutory duties as a highway authority.
Rachel McLean has been appointed Chief Finance Officer, having previously held a similar role with the
Crossrail project.

Record numbers of people are using smartphones to pay for tube travel, they now represent
more than 25% of pay as you go journeys. This compares with 46% for contactless bank cards and 29%
for an Oyster card. Passengers have been warned not to use a smartphone to touch in and a bank card or
smart watch to tap out even if the card is registered to both devices, as the barriers will think that two
incomplete journeys have been made. Kings Cross Underground station sells the most paper tickets,
which includes around 1,000 Travelcards a day.

The RMT union called further rail strikes on the National Rail network on 5th, 7th & 9th November
but then ‘suspended’ them; also on London Underground and London Overground on 10th November.
With through services due to start on the Elizabeth line on 6th November, TfL had to announce that
after just one day, services would revert to the previous pattern on 7th and 9th November and Elizabeth
line passengers would have to change at Liverpool Street or Paddington.

Great British Railways (GBR) which was supposed to take over from Network Rail and would be
responsible for awarding rail contracts from 2023, will be delayed after the Truss Government scrapped
the Transport Bill. There is also renewed uncertainty over the scale of the HS2 project north of
Birmingham.

Corporate and-company news

National Express Group experienced a 33% growth in revenues in the three months to the end of
September. It had benefitted from extra passengers as a result of rail strikes and from transporting Police
to various locations after the Queens death. The group says several of its inter-city corridors are now
experiencing demand well in excess of 2019 levels. Bus operations in the West Midlands are benefitting
from an £88 million Government grant which has been used to freeze fares on local bus services.
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Other General News

Eurobus Expo was held on 1-3 November at the NEC in Birmingham. This was the first bus and
coach exhibition for three years and marked a transition from diesel powered vehicles to full electric or
hydrogen powered vehicles. Over 80 vehicles were on display, in various sizes from minibuses to full
size double deckers.

The Irizar ‘ie Tram’ 12 metre long single decker for Go Ahead Metrobus was perhaps the star of
the show highlighting not just its innovative design but opportunity charging. Twenty similar buses will
run on route 358 from next year. Charging facilities are being provided at Crystal Palace and Orpington,
which are claimed to take less than five minutes.

The other significant vehicle for London was on the Equipmake Stand which was occupied by
New Routemaster LT 11 which has been converted from hybrid diesel to full battery electric operation.
It had been off the road for two years prior to this display. Equipmake has recently been awarded a
contract with First York to re-power 12 first generation electric Optare Versas which date from 2014.
GM Coachwork displayed a repowered Optare Versa EVR and a Maxus eDelivery 9 minibus.

Alexander Dennis (ADL) launched its latest battery-electric double decker, the ADL Enviro 400EV
which has had a redesign. ADL claims its new battery system will have an operational range of 260
miles on a single charge. Also on display was one of twenty hydrogen double deckers for Merseyside,
which are ADL’s first fuel cell vehicles. It is a very high spec bus in a bright yellow livery with new
information displays, wooden effect floors, USB points etc. ADL announced two new models at the
show which will be produced entirely by ADL with no BYD involvement and should be available from
late 2023. They will include a restyled Enviro 400 EV and an 8.5 metre long Enviro 100 EV single
decker.

On the Yutong stand, an E12 single deck bus was on display, capable of carrying up to 70
passengers. This bus was handed over to Carmarthenshire County Council during the show for use on
the Traws Cymru network. Yutong also displayed a TCe battery electric coach which it claims has a
range of 200 miles. Mellor, which is expanding its traditional minibus range to include larger vehicles,
showed several variants of its new Sigma range of single deck buses in various lengths. Switch-
Mobility (formerly Optare) had two Metrocity single deckers, in 10.8 and 8.7 metre lengths. The latter
length appears to be aimed at operators who previously bought the Optare Solo. A Higer Steed single
deck midibus was also on display. Wrightbus, which pioneered hydrogen powered buses in the UK and
has new double and single deck battery electric models, was notable by its absence from the show.

More Wrightbus electric buses for Northern Ireland. Translink has ordered a further 100 buses
which will be Streetdeck Electroliner double deckers and GB Kite single deckers. 60 will be for Metro
services in Belfast with the rest spread around the Country. This follows an earlier order for 100 zero
emission buses from Wrightbus for Belfast which include 20 hydrogen fuel cell Hydroliners, and a
separate order for 38 zero emission buses to convert the Foyle Metro network in Derry. In Scotland,
West Coast Motors have ordered ten open top Streetdeck Electroliners from Wrightbus for its Glasgow
sightseeing tours, with funding from the Scottish zero emission challenge fund.

The refurbished Battersea Power Station was opened to the public on 14 October. The main street,
known as ‘Electric Boulevard” is linked to the Underground station. The building is mostly occupied by
an upmarket shopping centre with cafés and restaurants. There is a cinema and an all-day bar in one of
the power stations original control rooms.

A survey by Sun Life Insurance has placed the Coastliner 840 service operated by Transdev as the
most scenic bus route in the UK. The service runs from Leeds to York and then over the moors to
Scarborough or Pickering and Whitby. In second place was Brighton & Hove’s Coaster route 12 from
Brighton to Eastbourne.

The RouteONE awards on 2nd November at Birmingham that recognises operator excellence
featured several operators in our area who were successful. Small/medium bus operator of the year (up
to 150 buses) was Uno Buses. Large bus operator of the year (over150 buses) was Brighton & Hove and
Metrobus. The special award to the individual who had made a significant contribution to the industry
went to Peter Newman, Chairman of Ensignbus.







