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The fire at Metroline Potters Bar Garage on 22 May meant that all MetroDeckers were
‘grounded’. Go-Ahead route 200 used those, so EHVs, recently spare in east London,
worked from Merton for six days. EHV 12 is travelling through Colliers Wood.

(Haydn Davies)

Mullany’s of Watford are operating four BYD/ADL/ E400EVs on the shuttle service
between Watford Junction Station and the Leavesden Studios for the ‘Harry Potter’ tour.
Many journeys are full, those within the bus can see out but we cannot see in.

(Terry Wong Min)
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Front cover: Volvo Ailsa V3 is a very rare beast. Dating from experiments in 1985 with
two doors and two staircases, on 11th June it was back at Stockwell Garage for its open
day. Reprising its use in 1985, again it was on the former 77A, seen in Vauxhall.
(Richard Godfrey)
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in
the following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow
time for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors
and the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor’

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

LOTS Info Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt, Sevenoaks,TN14 7EP.
Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 8-10 July and due for posting on Tues 19 July. Closing date for
TLB696 is Weds 3rd August and due for posting on Tues 16 August.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 07Sep, 050ct, 02Nov, 30Nov 2022, 04Jan23.
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Editorial and Society Matters

The LOTS Info Service, run for many years by the late Les Stitson, has been taken on by Andrew
Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, TN14 7EP.

Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

On Monday 26 September we are delighted to welcome Peter Newman of Ensignbus as speaker.
The next meeting will be on Monday 28 November in the Great Hall (speaker t.b.a.).

At the Annual General Meeting on Monday 26th June, papers containing the minutes of the 2021 AGM
and officers’ report were made available. Unfortunately, due to a preparation error the Treasurer’s
report and accounts had been omitted. Accordingly, consideration of the Treasurer’s report and accounts
was deferred for consideration at an Extraordinary General Meeting to be held on Monday 26™
September at 19:30 in advance of the regular meeting. The relevant papers will be available at the
meeting. They can also be obtained in advance by sending a stamped addressed envelope marked
‘Accounts’ to LOTS Office. Should you require an email copy please send e-mail to
LOTSChairman@yahoo.com.

Please note that both postal and email copies will be sent in the week beginning 19th September

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might
be when the banks try to process them electronically!
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LOTS Postal Sales
See the new Sales List in TLB694. The latest from LOTS:

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) (**NEW**)

SUP-39C TfL operators fleet allocations and PVRs, 21st May 2022 (£4.50). **NEW**

The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **NEW**,

LBM 200 Summer 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features ‘Mullany’s Buses’ and ‘Part 1 of a Fifty
years of LBM photo piece’ by the editor (second part will be in LBM 202).

LBM 199 Spring 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Addlestone Garage operations in the
1950s’ (an insight into the very complicated scheduling and route patterns of Country Area buses);
‘Archway’s last Routemasters’ and ‘The Yorkie Buses’ (a photo-piece on ex-Londoners in York by
Tony Wilson).

And from other publishers:

Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of
Waltham Forest). **NEW**

The London Q by Ken Blacker £25.00. 128 pages. (Capital Transport ). **NEW**

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 23 July: RATP Fulwell Garage open day 10am-3pm. (Possible LSS).,

Sun 24 July: VCS (Victoria Coach Station) are holding a running day. The event will comprise
operation on route 11 (VCS and Aldwych for LTM), Airbus A1 (VCS and Hammersmith lower bus
station via Hyde Park Corner) and Express 090 (VCS and Hammersmith lower bus station
via Embankment), almost entirely with suitable heritage buses and coaches. Each route will run
every 30mins between 09:00 and 16:30.

Sun 31 July Worthing, bus rally at west end of the sea front, also bus rides.

Sun 07 Aug Gosport, bus rally at Stokes Bay, also local bus rides.

Sun 07Aug Change of venue for ‘Buses’ Festival, now at Sywell Aerodrome, near Northampton.

Sat 20 Aug Imberbus, Routemasters from Warminster to Imber.

Sat/Sun/Mon 27/28/29 August: 60th Anniversary event commemorating the ending of London

trolleybuses, at the Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft, Lincs. Free bus from Doncaster Interchange to the

museum on 29 August.

Sun 04 Sep North Weald Epping Ongar Railway.

Sat 17 Sep NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, Enfield (ex route 329).
11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free). Sat17Sep, Sat19Nov.

Sun 18 Sep: ‘Fly-by’ road run between Uxbridge (Brunel University) and Wheatley via the A40 and

High Wycombe.

Sun 25 Sept: The 50th and the last Showbus Rally at Herts show-ground at Redbourn.

Sat 01 Oct NLETE Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall (close to station), 11:00-15:30, £3
entry (acc. children free).

Sat 01 Oct London route 37 heritage buses, Sun 02 Oct A&DMBS Running Day at Chesham

Broadway, Sun 23 Oct LBM Brooklands.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

The turmoil in Downing Street continues. The Government lost two by-elections in June, at
Tiverton & Honiton and at Wakefield and Deputy Chief Whip Chris Pincher resigned following an
admission of inappropriate behaviour. Then on 5th July Chancellor Rishi Sunak and Health Secretary
Sajid Javid resigned after it transpired that Prime Minister Boris Johnson had not been honest about
previous allegations concerning Pincher. On 6th and 7th July plenty more resignations flooded in. At
12:30 on the 7th the Prime Minister announced that he would resign in the autumn. The processes for a
successor will now proceed.

The Central London Bus Review announced last month has predictably become very
controversial. The consultation period has been extended by three weeks to 7 August with TfL admitting
that “interest had remained exceptionally high after four weeks’. Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has
responded to accusations that the planned bus cuts had been forced on TfL by the Government. In a
letter to Mayor Sadiq Khan on 23 June he pointed out that service reductions were included in TfL’s
own Financial Sustainability Plan published on 1 January 2022 and that recent reductions had already
cut the peak vehicle requirement by 4%. He added that “in short, the new cuts are not necessary, and
will not save much money”. The Mayor responded angrily on Twitter, describing the letter as ‘total
nonsense’ and accusing the Transport Secretary of having no basic understanding of how TfL’s finances
work. He added that since 2015 the Government had removed £1 billion a year of funding, claiming that
since becoming Mayor he had saved the same amount. The Mayor said that due to the compensation
formula for lost fares during the pandemic, its budget already assumes hundreds of millions of further
cuts and TfL has no alternative but to cut bus services. The following day, the Mayor again used Twitter
to urge Grant Shapps to meet with him to agree a long term funding deal.

The current TfL funding package was due to end on 24 June but has been extended for the
umpteenth time, to 13 July. It is difficult to see how the two sides can come together to reach an
agreement by then, although a TfL Press release, issued on 24 June adopted a more conciliatory line. It
noted that TfL had worked hard to progress all conditions placed on it and stressed the need for a long-
term settlement if a period of managed decline of London’s Transport network is to be avoided.

The RMT union called a national rail strike on 21, 23 & 25 June which also affected London
Underground services on 21 June. They were protesting about pay, pensions and the threat of
compulsory redundancies. It was said to be the biggest rail strike for thirty years. The impact was severe
because Network Rail signalling staff were involved and only around 20% of services ran, generally on
the busiest National Rail lines. Services did not return to normal on non-strike days, so the overall
disruption lasted almost a week.

RMT leader Mick Lynch was widely commended for his media appearances during the strikes.
His straight-talking responses to politicians were direct and often quite humorous. He said he blamed the
Government, not Network Rail or Train Operating Companies for the dispute and he was keen to
negotiate. Labour MPs were banned from joining picket lines, but several did, leading to accusations the
party was unsure whether it supported the strikes or not. Since then, talks have taken place between
unions and management and no further strikes have been announced. With the annual inflation rate at
just over 9% and many public sector employees having had limited increases for several years due to
austerity, industrial action looks likely, especially in the NHS and education. A separate dispute halted
most Greater Anglia train services on 2 July. There has also been industrial action at some bus
companies outside London, including Arriva Yorkshire and Stagecoach in Merseyside.

Northern line night tube services returned on 2 July, to the same pattern as before the pandemic.
This means no trains on the Bank branch, to Mill Hill East or to Battersea Power Station. The Barking
Riverside extension could open earlier than planned, this summer. However, it was originally due to
open in late 2021. The 4.5-kilometre extension to the London Overground network includes a 56-span
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----- General & industry news

viaduct. Trains will take seven minutes between Barking Riverside and Barking station where through
trains use platforms 7 & 8 instead of platform 1.

Corporate and company news

The Go-Ahead Group has announced its intention to accept a £650 million takeover offer by
Australia- based bus operator Kinetic Holding and Spain’s Globalvia Inversions, both of which are
backed by Canadian fund manager OP Trust. Go-Ahead would remain as a stand-alone operation with
key offices in London and Newcastle, with current Chair and CEO staying on. The company says its
new bosses have a focus on "regional buses and train operations" as well as being "ready to invest in
improved rail and bus services for London."

First group has announced a major reorganisation of its management structure for UK bus
subsidiaries with ten operating areas reduced to six new ‘Local Business Units’. Amongst the changes,
Eastern Counties is merged with Essex to form East of England, and there is one huge unit covering
south and southwest England which includes Berkshire and Hampshire.

Other General News

There is speculation that the Government is planning to announce a £2 maximum bus fare
outside London to help with the cost of living. According to industry commentator Roger French, this
would come into effect when the current bus recovery grant expires in early October. Plans for a £2
maximum single fare have already been announced by Tracy Brabin, Mayor of West Yorkshire, as part
of an agreed plan with operators through an Enhanced Partnership agreement. Greater Manchester
Mayor Andy Burnham was already proposing a £2 fare as part of franchising plans, and he now intends
to follow West Yorkshire’s lead by introducing it in September if a deal can be agreed with operators.
There could also be a multi-operator day ticket in Greater Manchester for £5. Go North West, which
operates predominantly in Greater Manchester, has recently announced that patronage has recovered to
pre-pandemic levels on its services.

A new southern entrance has opened at Hackney Central station removing the need for some
passengers to use the footbridge to leave the station. Bakerloo line rolling stock is now 50 years old,
making it the oldest electric rolling stock in regular service in the UK. Based on the 1967 stock built for
the Victoria line, the first 1972 tube stock trains entered service on the Northern line on 26 June that
year, replacing 1938 stock. They were later transferred to the Bakerloo line.

Alexander Dennis (ADL) has opened a new test and development centre in Farnborough,
Hampshire to take forward the company’s zero emission agenda. It is named Trident House in honour of
the low floor bus chassis. Nottingham City Transport is taking delivery of a further 23 Scania/ADL
Bio Gas double-deckers, taking the total in this fleet to 143, making it the largest operator of bio gas
buses in the UK.

The Government has announced a public vote to agree the location of the home of Great British
Railways. Birmingham, Crewe, Derby, Doncaster, Newcastle Upon Tyne and York, all well-known rail
centres, are in the running.

Local transport authorities in Scotland are being encouraged to consider municipal bus
operation by the Scottish Transport Minister. The only existing Scottish municipal is Lothian Buses
which is jointly owned by three councils.

Ten vintage coaches took part in a coach run from Victoria Coach station on 17 June,
commemorating Royal Blue and Associated Motorways services by recreating services that ran in the
pre motorway post-war era. Victoria Coach station is 90 years old this year and National Express is
celebrating 50 years since its launch.

Gareth Powell, TfL Customer and Strategy Officer and Deputy Commissioner is leaving in
September.







