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Shrublands

A surprise after the PVR reduction on route 133 was the transfer of a dozen surplus HAs
to route 198 worked by Arriva’s Thornton Heath Garage in the Croydon area. Hence HA
21, one of the fairly rare E400H-City variants makes an appearance in Bridle Road,
Shirley on 11th February. (William Clark)

As with the 125 on our front cover, the 235 is also waiting for electric power at
Hounslow Heath Garage. In the meantime, a fleet of 10.9m DLE class Enviro200s is
maintaining the service. A foggy day on 15th January at the 235 terminal in Sunbury
Village and we find DLE 30241 awaiting return to Brentford. (Terry O’Neill)

DLE3024)

Front cover: VH 45084 is one of the Tower Transit fleet that was merged with RATP at
Westbourne Park Garage and displays the new company logo. Until electric power can
be installed at Edgware Garage, route 125 uses VHs. This example pauses on
Aerodrome Road, Colindale on 11th February. (Haydn Davies)
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> 1 finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:

UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor’

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):

Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 4-6 March and due for posting on Tues 15 March.

Closing date for TLB692 is Weds 30th March (note early date) and due for posting on Tues 12April.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 04May, 08June, 06July, 03Aug, 07Sep, 050ct 2022.
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Coming Events

All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 26 March: Heritage operation on route 101 (Wanstead to North Woolwich).
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-101-running-day/

Sat 26 March: Twilight running (from 5.30pm) in Oxford City using Oxford Bus Museum buses.

Sun 27 March: A&DMS Running Day based on Dorking (North) Station.

Sat 02 April: South East Bus Festival at Detling showground in Kent. (LSS)

Sun 10 April: London Bus Museum Brooklands — Spring Gathering. (LSS)

Sat 23 April NLETE Transport Bazaar at Enfield. Note that it returns to St Stephen’s Church Hall,
Village Road, Enfield (ex route 329). 11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free).

Sun 08 May: HCVS London to Brighton run.

Sat 14 May Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall (close to station), 11:00-15:30, £3 entry
(acc. children free) Then. Sat 01 Oct

Sat 14 May: Faversham, Kent, vintage bus running day.

Sat 15 May: Whittlesey, Cambs. Fenland bus display and running day.

Sun 15 May: A&DMBS Running Day based on High Wycombe Bus Station.

Sun 22 May: Didcot, a new event, no info yet.

Sun 12 June: Heritage operation on route 81 (Hounslow to Slough, journeys to Windsor). It will include
participation by more modern preserved buses outside the LEZ.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-8 I -running-day/

Sun 19 June: A&DMBS Elstree & Borehamwood Running Day based on Allum Manor, Elstree.

Sun 26 June: London Bus Museum Brooklands — ‘On the Buses’ Summer Gathering.

Sun 26 June: Open day at Reading Buses depot in Great Knollys Street.

Sat 02 July: 50th Anniversary of the Leyland National’s ‘birth’ in 1972, at Gaydon, Warwickshire.

Sat/Su 09/10July: Thames Valley Traction Centenary Event: possible running day at Maidenhead.

Sun 10 July: BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead.

Sun 17 July: Alton, Hampshire, a major bus display and running day. (LSS).

LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend. Sadly, at
the last minute our speaker for 21 February became indisposed but he intends to come on 23rd May.

So for the record, the 21 February meeting was by Eamonn Kentell, a photographic presentation:-
London Buses after London, present and past.

Thus the next meeting is on Monday 23rd May where Andy Corbett, Commercial Delivery
Director of RATP is due to make a presentation about RATP DEV TRANSIT LONDON.

Further booked meetings are 27 June (AGM in the smaller Brockway Room), then 26 September
and 28 November in the Great Hall.
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Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales
The new Sales List that was distributed with November TLB687 featured several new and "coming
soon’ titles and it should be noted that the pricing structure for binders has changed.

Please note that ‘Surrey’s Spring Line’ (from LHRG) is no longer available.

LBM 199 Spring 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Addlestone Garage operations in the
1950s’ (an insight into the very complicated scheduling and route patterns of Country Area buses);
‘Archway’s last Routemasters’ and ‘The Yorkie Buses’ (a photo-piece on ex-Londoners in York by
Tony Wilson).

LBM 198 Winter 2021 (£5.00) Main features are ‘Streatham’s buses in the Sixties’ by lan King;
“Volvo double-deckers in London” by Malc McDonald; ‘Trolleybus route 667 bank holiday workings’
by Hugh Taylor. 120 pictures in this issue.

Steering London Through — London’s Road Services in the Second World War. By Tony Beard and
Mick Webber. Capital Transport £40.00. Largely a chronological story of the period, focussing on the
behind-the-scenes planning by LT, both before the war (starting in 1937) and during it. (*NEW?¥)
London Trolleybus Depots Part Three. By Hugh Taylor, published by Adam Gordon, £44.00. Covers
Stonebridge Park, Colindale, Finchley and Wood Green, including separate maps of the overhead layout
of the four depots. (**NEW*%*)

Mr. Gibson’s Ticket Machine - The Complete Story 1944-1993. By Anthony Cross, (£16.95) by
Capital Transport. (**NEW**)

London’s Buses 1979-1994 - The Capital’s Bus Network in Transition. By Andrew Bartlett, £30.00.
The London Volvo B7TL - by Matthew Wharmby (Pen & Sword), £35.00.

London’s Historical Railway Terminal Stations - An Illustrated History. By Geoff Swaine, (Pen &
Sword) £30.00.

** The 2022 Fleetbook is going to print later in March and we expect it by the 31st. As usual, it is 128
pages and illustrated. We shall have a sales stand at the Detling and Brooklands major events in early
April. Price will be £7.50 but do not order until we announce on our website that it is back with us.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS
Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

By far the biggest news story of the month has been the invasion of Ukraine by Russian troops
on 24 February. Talks between Russian President Putin and western leaders failed to stop the action
despite Putin denying he was planning an invasion. Sanctions have been imposed against Russia and
Russian interests in London. In the short term the most likely outcome here is an increase in fuel prices,
which had already reached record levels before the invasion.

More Covid measures were relaxed from 24 February and all remaining restrictions are to be
lifted from 1 April as infection rates and hospital deaths attributed to Covid continued to fall. The
requirement to wear a facemask on TfL services ceased on 24 February but it remains a
recommendation. Nevertheless, bus and Underground use remains way below pre-pandemic levels.
Metropolitan Police Commissioner Cressida Dick was forced to resign after London Mayor Sadiq
Khan said he had lost confidence in her. She will remain in post until a replacement is appointed.
Meanwhile the Met Police investigation into ‘parties’ held at No 10 during lockdowns continues.

Following on from TLB 690, TfL’s funding agreement with the Government was extended for a
further week from the 18th to 25th February. On that date a statement was issued by TfL Commissioner
Andy Byford where he announced that a new short term agreement had been reached for an extension of
funding support through to 24 June 2022. He added that it is essential that agreement is reached with
Government on longer term capital support during this funding period which would be crucial for
coming years if a period of managed decline of London’s transport network is to be avoided. The
funding package comprises an ‘Extraordinary Support Grant of £200 million payable under section 101
of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, paid in three instalments commencing on 29 April’. Various
measures are included to enable the Government to top up TfL’s revenues with additional grant
payments if they are lower than forecast. Conversely, if TfL’s revenues are higher than expected it will
be required to pay that excess to the Department for Transport at the end of the funding period. TfL will
also be required to demonstrate options to achieve up to £400 million of additional revenue or costs
savings in 2022/23, above those already agreed. A TfL press release launching the new electric buses on
route 63 which have added features, states that no new electric buses will be ordered until a long term
funding agreement has been reached. However it is unclear whether this means all EV buses or just high
spec ones like those on the 63.

One of the measures already agreed was for a TfL. Fares increase to take effect from 1 March.
The overall increase is 4.8% which is 1% above the inflation rate and represents the highest fares
increase for many years. The single bus hopper fare increased from £1.55 to £1.65 while the daily cap is
up from £4.65 to £4.95. Pay As You Go and Travelcard caps increased by an average of 3.8% over all
modes. The biggest increase is the Emirates Air Line where fares increased by an average of 9.2%, with
a single ticket purchased from the ticket office up from £5 to £6. Regulated rail fares on the National
Rail network also increased on 1 March, by an average of 3.8%

The RMT Union called Underground strikes on 1st and 3rd March which affected all lines.
Very few trains were running, mostly in outer areas. Unions are opposed to possible job losses and
changes to pension entitlements. TfL says it has not announced any compulsory redundancies but staff
who leave or retire are not being replaced. London Mayor Sadiq Khan appealed to the unions to come to
the table and work with City Hall and TfL. These strikes are not related to the ongoing night tube
dispute (see TLB’s 688 & 689).

TfL has been testing ‘Green Person Authority signals’ (TfL’s description not mine!) at 18
locations in the Capital. Unlike existing crossings these give a continuous green signal to pedestrians
until a vehicle is detected approaching the crossing. New data from the trial suggests that the pedestrian
priority signals reduced journey time for people, making it easier and safer to cross. Data showed that
the signals had virtually no impact on traffic with only minimal changes to journey times for buses and
other traffic.
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————— General & Industry News

There remains no firm date for the introduction of Elizabeth line services between Abbey Wood

and Paddington. In recent weeks a number of emergency evacuation tests have been carried out in the
new tunnels and test trains have been running to a 5-minute frequency.

Corporate and company news

Go Ahead Group financial results were announced on 25 February following a long delay. The
group recorded an operating profit of £115.5 million for the year to July 2021. It has set aside £30
million for a potential fine by the Department for Transport in respect of its South Eastern Franchise.
The group had previously admitted financial errors relating to its contract and another £26 million had
been identified as being owed to the DfT. First Group issued a trading statement, also on 25 February,
which said its finances were in line with expectations and passenger numbers had recovered to between
70% & 75% of pre pandemic levels.

Other General News

More support for bus services outside London from April has been announced. The Bus Recovery
Grant which was due to expire at the end of March is being extended for a further six months. This
should enable current service levels to continue as usage recovers to pre-pandemic levels. Big cuts to
services had been feared in some areas if the additional funding had not been provided. The
Confederation of Passenger Transport predicted some areas could face 30% cuts to their bus service.

For example, faced with the need to save more than £2m a year in its transport budget, Kent
County Council has gone out to public consultation, closing on 20th April, on the proposed withdrawal
of 47 supported services. These include the entire Kent Karrier network (on the Sevenoaks version of
which the cost is quoted as an eye-watering £49+ per passenger journey), and many others which have
survived previous reviews despite their precarious position. Withdrawals would start during the
summer. There has been the predictable recoil in the local press, failing to appreciate the perspective of
the situation, and from so-called local interest groups, where expectations of having services available
have for many years signally not been matched by actual usage, even pre-Covid.

130 BYD/ADL double decks have been ordered for National Express Coventry as the first stage
to give the city an all-electric bus service. The Department for Transport has awarded £50 million to the
West Midlands Combined authority for the project. More awards for EV buses in England are expected
soon. The Scottish Government has announced £62 million towards the purchase of 276 battery
electric buses. At least 137 of the new EV buses will be built by ADL at Falkirk.

Both South Yorkshire and Liverpool are looking at introducing franchising ‘to bring back buses
under public control to ensure it is run in the interests of local people” according to Liverpool City
Region Mayor Steve Rotherham. In South Yorkshire the Combined Authority is due to vote on a scheme
which is estimated to cost £3 million to set up but it is bidding for £430 million from the Government
through its Bus Service Improvement Plan. An alternative view was expressed in My London the on-
line journal where transport correspondent Callum Marius travelled to Brighton, North Yorkshire and
Reading to find examples of good bus services. He observed that fares are generally higher than in the
capital but the quality of service, timetables, maps and vehicle specification was often better, with
London only just catching up on free wi-fi and USB charging.

A few corrections to TLB690: First in Leicester, Potteries and Leeds (and possibly others)
introduced Tap On Tap Off with weekly capping last year, ahead of Metrobus/Brighton & Hove. There
are no longer bendy buses in Bath but there are 34 Van Hool bendies in Belfast, not 18.

Great Western Railway has signed a deal with manufacturer Vivarail to trial new battery
charging technology on its network. The trial, supported by Network Rail will take place on the
Greenford branch later this year using a former London Underground D stock Class 230 unit. The train
1s predicted to have a range of 62 miles on one charge and fast charge equipment will be installed at
West Ealing Station.

Congratulations to Mariusz Przybylski of Abellio London who was awarded “The Joe Wood
Scheduler of the Year 2021 that recognises the important work done by schedulers. Nominations came
from operators large and small across the UK and beyond and the award ceremony was held in Galway
on 25th February. Like at all operators, we (LOTS) rely on schedulers for much info in TLB.







