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RATP at Harrow managed to get all of its batch of 24 x 10.2m BMEs into service in
December and January on routes H9/H10 and 398. The new style blinds show grey in
sun, brighter white in dull weather. BME 27006 in seen on route 398, heading for the
rather isolated Wood End estate. (Tommy Cooling)

RATP at Fulwell, though, is still waiting for a full power supply. Meanwhile just a handful
of new buses are used using a portable charging unit. Routes 290 and 371 will get
10.9m E200EVs and a fore-runner BE 37048 was caught at Staines. (Terry O’Neill)
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Front cover: Abellio’s new BYD/ADL E400EVs are to a higher spec than hitherto. Note
the high back seats and lack of glazing on staircase panels but they have the new blinds
that show grey in sun. On 20th January No0.3404 is in the Old Kent Road.

(Richard Godfrey)
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THE LONDON BUS
A The monthly newsletter of the A

LQ-I_S London Omnibus Traction Society LQ:!:S
Bt website at www.lots.org.uk L™ 4

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively. Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of the
members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS, and
the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after publication,
TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage, items may be
repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy information from TLB
or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet, without having first
received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):

Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 4-7 February and due for posting on Tues 15 February.

Closing date for TLB691 is Weds 2nd March and due for posting on Tues 15March.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 30Mar (earlier than usual), 04May, 08June, 06July 2022.
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Editorial and Society Matters

This issue continues with the slight re-vamp to the image of TLB. The December 2021 issue used
green as the main colour and red as the minor colour as to denote dark green Christmas trees and holly
bushes with the red for baubles and berries. You will have seen the January issue with extra pictures and
the cover colour adapted from the cover picture. This February issue features all electric buses in
London on the inside and outside covers and we use a light green as the main colour to denote the
‘greening’ (electric) of so many London buses. Also another set of pictures in the centre, specialising
partly to show ‘buses covering missing railways!’

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun 20 Feb: Bus Running Day ‘End of an Era’ at the Epping Ongar Railway, North Weald. (LSS)

Sat 26 March: Heritage operation on route 101 (Wanstead to North Woolwich).
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-101-running-day/

Sun 27 March: A&DMS Running Day based on Dorking (North) Station.

Sat 02 April: South East Bus Festival at Detling showground in Kent. (LSS)

Sun 10 April: London Bus Museum Brooklands — Spring Gathering. (LSS)

Sun 08 May: HCVS London to Brighton run.

Sat 14 May: Faversham, Kent, vintage bus running day.

Sat 15 May: Whittlesey, Cambs. Fenland bus display and running day.

Sun 15 May: A&DMBS Running Day based on High Wycombe Bus Station.

Sun 22 May: Didcot, a new event, no info yet.

Sun 12 June: Heritage operation on route 81 (Hounslow to Slough, journeys to Windsor). To include
participation by more modern preserved buses outside the LEZ.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-81-running-day/

Sun 19 June: A&DMBS Elstree & Borehamwood Running Day based on Allum Manor, Elstree.

Sun 26 June: London Bus Museum Brooklands — Summer Gathering.

Sat 02 July: 50th Anniversary of the Leyland National’s ‘birth’ in 1972, at Gaydon, Warwickshire.

Sun 10 July: BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead.

Sun 17 July: Alton, Hampshire, a major bus display and running day. (LSS).

Sun 31 July (Worthing), Sun 7 August (Gosport), Sat 20 August (Imberbus), Sun 04 Sept EOR North
Weald. Sat 01 October: Heritage operation on route 37 (Hounslow to Peckham)
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-37-running-day/

Sun 02 October A&DMBS Running Day based at Chesham Broadway.

Sun 23 October (LBM Brooklands).
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LOTS Meetings
LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm. We are in the Great Hall unless otherwise
stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to wear face masks and
that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend. The next meeting is on
Monday 21st February 2022 where Andy Corbett, Commercial Delivery Director of RATP will do a
presentation about RATP DEV TRANSIT LONDON.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
"Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List is included with this TLB but in any case the Sales List on our website
can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if you send
us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might be when
the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

The new Sales List that was distributed with November TLB687 featured several new and ’coming
soon’ titles and it should be noted that the pricing structure for binders has changed.

Please note that ‘Surrey’s Spring Line’ (from LHRG) is no longer available.

LBM 198 Winter 2021 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Streatham’s buses in the Sixties’ by Ian
King; ‘Volvo double-deckers in London’ by Malc McDonald; ‘Trolleybus route 667 bank holiday
workings’ by Hugh Taylor.

Steering London Through — London’s Road Services in the Second World War. By Tony Beard and
Mick Webber. Capital Transport £40.00. Largely a chronological story of the period, focussing on the
behind-the-scenes planning by LT, both before the war (starting in 1937) and during it. (*NEW¥*)
London Trolleybus Depots Part Three. By Hugh Taylor, published by Adam Gordon, £44.00. Covers
Stonebridge Park, Colindale, Finchley and Wood Green, including separate maps of the overhead layout
of the four depots. (**NEW**)

Mr. Gibson’s Ticket Machine - The Complete Story 1944-1993. By Anthony Cross, (£16.95) by
Capital Transport. (**NEW**)

London’s Buses 1979-1994 - The Capital’s Bus Network in Transition. By Andrew Bartlett, £30.00.
The London Volve B7TL - by Matthew Wharmby (Pen & Sword), £35.00.

London’s Historical Railway Terminal Stations - An Illustrated History. By Geoff Swaine, (Pen &
Sword) £30.00.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

Having recorded over 200,000 Covid infections a day at the start of January, infection rates
began to fall rapidly, and numbers had roughly halved by the end of January. On 19 January Prime
Minister Boris Johnson announced that restrictions would be lifted on 27 January when the Plan B
emergency legislation expired, so face masks would no longer be compulsory in shops and on public
transport. However, face masks are still required on the TfL network as a condition of travel.
Underground and bus use immediately increased after the relaxations were introduced, with around 10%
more passengers on the Underground. Bus use increased by less, probably because fewer bus passengers
have jobs that could be done from home. Overall passenger journeys on TfL networks in the third
quarter 2021/22 were running at 64% compared with pre-pandemic levels.

TfL’s existing funding agreement with the Government expired on 4 February but, in the event,
at the last minute it was extended to 18 February.

According to The Mayor, the New Routemaster fleet could be at risk of early withdrawal
because no funding is available for a mid-life refurbishment. Reports in the trade press estimate the cost
of refurbishing the 1,000 strong fleet could be £31 million. This is money TfL doesn’t currently have in
its budget. TfL has paused awarding new bus contracts since early November while London bus
operators only place vehicle orders when new contracts have been awarded. This means that the lack of
a long-term funding deal is having an immediate impact on the order books of UK bus manufacturers.
The continued electrification of the bus fleet could be delayed from the current target date of 2034 to
2037. Modernisation of the Underground fleet could also be delayed. An order for 94 new trains for the
Piccadilly line has been approved and a new factory is being built at Goole in the East Riding of
Yorkshire, but there is uncertainty over replacement stock for the Bakerloo and Central lines. Bakerloo
line trains are 1972 Mk 2 tube stock which entered service in 1974. They are the oldest trains on the
London Underground network (and possibly the oldest trains in regular daily service in the UK?)

It has also been suggested the Travelcard could be under threat. Instead, passengers would all
be required to tap in and tap out. TfL already sets the daily Oyster and Contactless cap at lower than the
Travelcard rate so this could be seen as a natural progression. However, there would be significant cost
increases for passengers who buy Travelcards outside London as an add-on to their National Rail tickets.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been fighting for his survival following reports of several
illegal staff parties at No 10 Downing Street during lockdowns in 2020 and 2021. Senior Civil Servant
Sue Gray became a household name during January as Government ministers hid behind her
investigation to avoid answering questions about the parties. A summary of the Gray report issued on 31
January merely confirmed what most people already knew. Her full report has been delayed while
Metropolitan Police investigate some of the alleged events.

TfL Commissioner Andy Byford has announced a slimming down of his Executive Team
which reduces from 11 senior posts to 7: Gareth Powell, currently Managing Director, Surface Transport
will become Chief Customer and Strategy Officer for the whole of TfL. Andy Lord, currently Managing
Director, London Underground will become TfL’s Chief Operating Officer, covering all modes. Chief
Financial Officer Simon Kilonback and Vernon Everitt, TfLs Managing Director for Customers,
Communication and Technology will leave the organisation. These changes took effect from 1 February.

Speculation is growing that Elizabeth line services between Abbey Wood and Paddington may
start soon and certainly by June this year. Trial running of trains continues through the new tunnels and
most stations are virtually complete, except Bond Street which is expected to open later.
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----- General & Industry News

Corporate and company news

The acquisition of Stagecoach by National Express Group has been referred to the
Competition and Markets Authority, which had been expected. There is little overlap between the bus
operations of the two operators except in the Coventry area, but as reported in TLB 689, Stagecoach
Megabus and Falcon South West will be sold along with Stagecoach’s 35% stake in Scottish Citylink.
These disposals will now be delayed.

Other General News

Transport Minister Baroness Vere has branded some of the Bus Service Improvement Plans
(see TLB 687) submitted by local transport authorities outside London as ‘a bit rubbish’, while others
are described as ‘brilliant’. Local authorities were encouraged to be ambitious in their bids. Some
included plans for replacing a significant proportion of regular bus routes with demand responsive
transport services (DRT), despite the failure of many DRT schemes so far. There has been widespread
concern in the bus industry that the £3billion originally allocated as part of ‘Bus Back Better’, the
National Bus Strategy has now been reduced to £1.4billion.

Rotala has acquired the bus operations of Claribels which operates buses in the West Midlands.
Claribels will now concentrate on its coach business.

In Cardiff, bendy buses finished on 29 January following the delivery of 36 new Yutong EV
single deckers to the municipal operator. Articulated buses are now quite rare in the UK. It is ten years
since the last London bendy bus ran on route 207 in December 2011. Twenty former Go Ahead London
bendy buses continue in Brighton & Hove on routes 25 & 25X which link the City Centre with the
Universities at Falmer. They are now fifteen years old and don’t meet forthcoming ULEZ requirements
so their days must be numbered. Apart from airport shuttles, the only bendy buses remaining in normal
service in the UK are in Bath, York (Park & Ride), Aberdeen and in Belfast where 18 Van Hool
ExquiCity buses built in 2018 run on ‘Glider’ rapid transit services. There are plans for similar vehicles
to run on new limited stop ‘Sprint’ services in the West Midlands but it is hard to see articulated buses
being welcomed on long, traditionally double deck routes.

Parts of the Cambridge Busway have been closed between Cambridge Station, Addenbrokes
Hospital and Trumpington following two fatal accidents since 2018. There is a combined cycle and
pedestrian path which runs alongside the Busway and an independent safety review is under way which
is expected to report soon.

Brighton & Hove and Metrobus have become the first operators outside London to introduce
weekly capping for passengers using Contactless Tap On Tap Off, with special discounts for an
introductory period. Tap Off card readers are fitted by the exit door on two door buses and opposite the
driver on single door vehicles. In Cornwall, a new ticketing arrangement agreed with the Transport for
Cornwall partnership allows passengers to use either a First or a Go Ahead ticket on most buses in the
County, with many fares having been reduced. Ticket machine data allows tickets to be identified and
operators re-imbursed accordingly.

Changes to the Highway Code were introduced on 29 January. Amongst the changes, it
introduces a hierarchy for road users with pedestrians given top priority. Other road users should give
way to pedestrians crossing at junctions, and motorists should give way to cyclists or wait for them to
pass before turning left. Cyclists are entitled to ride in the centre of their lane on quiet roads and can ride
0.5 metres from the kerb on busier roads. Unfortunately, there has been very little publicity about the
rule changes so far so there could be some confusion.







