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Ensignbus’ annual grand Running Day was on Saturday 4th December. A new route this
year was the X54 visiting the Purfleet Heritage Centre and the RAF Hornchurch Heritage
Centre. RT 8 was new in 1940 and was in service in London as later that year the RAF at

Hornchurch (54 Squadron) was sending Spitfires up to fight in the Battle of Britain.

Also on the X54 was RMC 1477, the latest restoration by Ensignbus, before whom it had
been with Timebus in red for some years. Here it is in Airfield Way on its last lap to the
former RAF Station. It has been treated to traditional yellow blinds as befitting its Green
Line origins. (Both Richard Godfrey)
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Front cover: Arriva at Stevenage has treated StreetLite 4288 to a heritage livery,
belatedly commemorating 50 years since the start of the Superbus scheme in the town
in 1971. On 17th November it was on the (SB)8 on Fisher ‘s Green Road in Symonds
Green on its way to the Town Centre. (Richard Godfrey)
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A THE LONDON BUS A
The monthly newsletter of the
LQIS London Omnibus Traction Society LQ-Is
L™ 4 website at www.lots.org.uk A ™

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> 1 finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the
office regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM
Distribution and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership"
or Distribution” or as appropriate.The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively. Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors
should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will
miss the deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write
via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in
the following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow
time for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors
and the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):

Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add SAE).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 7-9 January and due for posting on Tues 18 January.
Closing date for TLB690 is Weds 2nd February and due for posting on Tues 15 February.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 02Mar, 30Mar (earlier than usual), 04May, 08June 2022.
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Editorial and Society Matters

First of all, Happy New Year to everyone. In the January 2021 TLB I hoped that 2021 would be
better, so perhaps I should perhaps repeat that now! It already is in some ways but not others.

I have had requests for more pictures and larger pictures in TLB although that has an impact on
what can fit on inside covers. Therefore 1 will include a centre spread supplement in some issues of
TLB. It won’t be possible in LBM months (March, June, September and December) because we are
right on the postal weight limit with TLB+LBM despatches and a 4-page spread exceeds that. In some
issues there won’t be enough pictures of news items to fill. However, in this issue of TLB you will see
the first example with a group of pictures to commemorate the major changes at Guildford. I have also
made some detail changes to the layout on the covers and I intend to vary the cover colours on some
issues. For example this TLB extends the livery of the front cover picture to the cover itself — but in
reverse proportion.

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 05 Feb: Elstree and Borehamwood Transport Collectors Fair, 10.00 - 16.00, Admission £3.00. At
Allum Manor House and Hall WD6 3PJ. Organised by Julian Bowden and Sons.

Sat 12 Feb: NLETE Transport Bazaar at Enfield. Note that it returns to St Stephen’s Church Hall,
Village Road, Enfield (on route 329). 11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free). Please note that
the NLETE events at Barnet will no longer be held there.

Sun 20 Feb: Bus Running Day at the Epping Ongar Railway, North Weald.

Sat 26 March: Heritage operation on route 101 (Wanstead to North Woolwich).
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-101-running-day/

Sat 02 April: South East Bus Festival at Detling showground in Kent.

Sun 10 April: London Bus Museum Brooklands — Spring Gathering.

Sun 08 May HCVS London to Brighton run.

Other rallies now: 14 May (Faversham), 15 May (Whittlesey), 22 May (Didcot, a new event), 26 June
(LBM Brooklands), 10 July (BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead, a new event),
17July (Alton), 31 July (Worthing), 7 August (Gosport), 23 October (LBM Brooklands).

Sun 12 June: Heritage operation on route 81 (Hounslow to Slough, journeys to Wmdsor) To include
participation by more modern preserved buses outside the LEZ.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-8 1 -running-day/
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LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm. We are in the Great Hall unless
otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to wear face
masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend. The next meeting
is on Monday 21st February 2022 where Andy Corbett, Commercial Delivery Director of RATP will
do a presentation about RATP DEV TRANSIT LONDON.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales” as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership),
Unit G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that
the 'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention.
Postal Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in
these current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List is included with this TLB but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales
The new Sales List that was distributed with November TLB687 featured several new and ’coming
soon’ titles and it should be noted that the pricing structure for binders has changed.

Please note that ‘Surrey’s Spring Line’ (from LHRG) is no longer available.

LBM 198 Winter 2021 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Streatham’s buses in the Sixties’ by
Ian King; ‘Volvo double-deckers in London’ by Malc McDonald; ‘Trolleybus route 667 bank holiday
workings’ by Hugh Taylor.

Steering London Through — London’s Road Services in the Second World War. By Tony Beard and
Mick Webber. Capital Transport £40.00. Largely a chronological story of the period, focussing on the
behind-the-scenes planning by LT, both before the war (starting in 1937) and during it. (*NEW¥)
London Trolleybus Depots Part Three. By Hugh Taylor, published by Adam Gordon, £44.00.
Covers Stonebridge Park, Colindale, Finchley and Wood Green, including separate maps of the
overhead layout of the four depots. (**NEW¥*¥)

Mr. Gibson’s Ticket Machine - The Complete Story 1944-1993. By Anthony Cross, (£16.95) by
Capital Transport. (**NEW**)

London’s Buses 1979-1994 - The Capital’s Bus Network in Transition. By Andrew Bartlett,
£30.00.

The London Volvo B7TL - by Matthew Wharmby (Pen & Sword), £35.00.

London’s Historical Railway Terminal Stations - An Illustrated History. By Geoff Swaine, (Pen &
Sword) £30.00.




The London Bus — TLB689 — January 2022 — Page 4

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

Covid continues to dominate. The rapid spread of the Omicron variant was headline news
throughout December with daily infection rates soaring to over 200,000 by early January. Fortunately
hospitalisation and death rates have remained relatively low as it became increasingly clear omicron
infections were likely to be less severe than earlier variants. Nevertheless, the Government imposed
‘Plan B’ asking people to work from home if possible. Shops and hospitality venues were able to stay
open in England but many Christmas events were cancelled by their organisers. Scotland, Northern
Ireland and Wales had more severe restrictions. The New Year’s Eve firework display on the River
Thames was cancelled although a smaller display, live from several riverside locations, was shown on
TV at midnight. According to Government statistics bus, Underground and rail usage fell back during
December as restrictions took effect, with tube and National Rail passenger numbers dropping down to
just over 50% compared with March 2020 levels. Buses did better at 70-75%.

Staff shortages as a result of people isolating became common in most industries. All Southern
rail services into Victoria Station were cancelled until 10 January. There was already a planned
blockade between Christmas and New Year due to engineering works, which was extended, suggesting
that at least part of the problem was a shortage of engineering workers as well as train staff. Bus and
Underground services in London do not appear to have suffered significant cancellations but that may
have changed by the time this is read. TfL announced that the Waterloo & City line would re-open on
10 January initially peak hours only, which had also been the case between June and October 2021.
TfL has also confirmed that the planned 17-week closure of the Northern line between Moorgate and
Kennington via Bank will go ahead as planned from 15 January. Temporary bus route 733 will run
between Moorgate and Oval during the closure.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson faced a difficult time on several fronts during December, the
most spectacular of which was losing the North Shropshire By-Election to the Liberal Democrats, in
what had previously been a safe Tory seat. Labour and its leader Kier Starmer began to take the lead in
opinion polls for the first time since Boris was elected.

Another short term funding agreement has been reached between TfL and the Government
which provides support until 4 February. Andy Byford, London's Transport Commissioner, said "The
Government has confirmed an extension of its funding support for TfL through until 4 February, for
which we are grateful. The Mayor has also set out a range of proposals that will help support TfL's
financial sustainability”. He added "There is no UK recovery from the pandemic without a London
recovery and there is no London recovery without a properly funded transport network in the capital. It
is therefore essential that discussions with Government continue so that we can agree the sustained
long-term Government funding that is vital for the coming years if a period of 'managed decline' of
London's transport network is to be avoided”.

The Mayor has announced changes to the Congestion Charge, which are claimed to prevent car
use exceeding pre- -pandemic levels. The daily charge which was increased from £11 to £15 in May
2020 will remain but from 21 February there will be no charge after 18:00 on Mondays to Fridays
while weekends will be free before 12:00 and after 18:00.

Heidi Alexander, the Deputy Mayor for Transport has resigned from her post which she had held
since 2018. Before that Heidi Alexander was Labour MP for Lewisham East where she became shadow
Health Secretary, but she resigned from that post in a protest against Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership. Her
replacement at City Hall is former Labour MEP Seb Dance who took up his new role on 4 January.

e-scooters and e-unicycles have been banned on all TfL services since 13 December. This
follows safety concerns after a number of fires on TfL premises caused by defective batteries which
ruptured without warning. The ban includes TfL approved rental scooters which are the only ones that
can be legally used on roads.







