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An unexpected purchase
by Falcon Coaches of
Byfleet was LK71 DKV, an
MCV EvoSeti - bodied
Volvo B5TL and is their
first double-decker. It was

P

pictured on 11th October ¥ | . Falcon Coaches

Falcon toaches

on Walton Road, West
Molesey on a school
contract service.
(Terry Wong Min)

Berkshire's well-regarded
White Bus Service also
has just one double-
decker, LJ58 GCF, an East
Lancs Olympus bodied
Volvo B9TL new to T-GM
in 2009. In this view from
September 2020 it is on a
school contract service
and is passing the gates of
Ascot Race Course.
(Richard Godfrey)

Arriva Kent & Surrey is to
close down its Guildford
garage operation in
December. A
characteristically faint
destination display
‘adorns’ Citaro 3909 in
Egley Road Woking on the
35 heading to Guildford.
Other local operators are
now registering
replacement routes.
(Terry Wong Min)

Front cover: November is traditionally the month when several London
buses are decked for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal. We are
used to types like E400s being so treated but a ‘first’ is Go-Ahead'’s Me 1
an Optare MetroDecker. It was captured in Raynes Park on 28th October.
(Terry Wong Min)
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- THE LONDON BUS Py,
The monthly newsletter of the
LQ:'_-_S London Omnibus Traction Society LQJ:,S
B website at www.lots.org.uk A" 4

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors
should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will
miss the deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write
via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in
the following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow
time for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors
and the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.
LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):
Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com
LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add sae).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 5-7 November and due for posting on Tues 16 November.

Closing date for TLB688 is Weds 1st December and due for posting on Tues 14 December.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 05Jan, 02Feb, 02Mar, 30Mar 2022.
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Society Matters — including LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm. We are in the Great Hall unless otherwise
stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to wear face masks and
that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

Monday 29th November: A photographic presentation “Halfcab Heaven” by Eamonn Kentell.

No meeting in December. Next meetings in February/ May/ September/ November 2022.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales” as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership),
Unit G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that
the 'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention.
Postal Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in
these current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List is included with this TLB but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

A full Sales List is with this TLB. Recent and new LOTS publications:

LOTS LBM197 Autumn 2021 London Bus Magazine (£5.00). **NEW**

LOTS LBM196 Summer 2021 London Bua Magazine (£5.00).

LOTS London Bus & Tram Fleetbook 2021: Updated to TLB681. (£7.00).

TLB Extra 1956: The last of the series; includes all the updates to all the other issues 1948-1955 and
1957-1984. Fully illustrated in B&W and with original 1956 colour cover pictures.(£7.00).
**recent™*

LOTS Review 2020: An A4-size 80-page book detailing all the London region events of last year,
with over 100 colour pictures. (£13.00). **recent™*

LOTS SUP-39B TfL Bus Operators Fleet Allocations and PVRs at 6th February 2021 (£4.50).
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Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead

are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 20 Nov: NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Paul’s Centre, Church Street, Enfield. 11am-2.30pm.
admission £3 (accompanied children free).

Sat 04 Dec: Ensignbus Vintage Bus Day, centred on Lakeside Bus Station. Details and timetables
should be on Ensignbus website and on the events list on the LOTS website.

B/Hol Mon 03 Jan 22: King Alfred Running Day at Winchester Broadway.

Sun 20 Feb 22: Bus Running Day at the Epping Ongar Railway, North Weald.

Sat 02 April 22: South East Bus Festival at Detling showground in Kent.

Sun 10 April 22: London Bus Museum Brooklands — Spring Gathering.

Sun 08 May 22: HCVS London to Brighton run.

Other rallies now: 14 May (Faversham), 15 May (Whittlesey), 22 May (Didcot, a new event), 10 July
(BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead, a new event), 17July (Alton), 31 July
(Worthing), 7 August (Gosport).

Adverts and Members’ Appeals
Adverts are included as a service to members from the advertisers. LOTS is not involved in any of
them, nor does it necessarily endorse them. Readers must deal with advertisers direct.

For sale: Various bus magazines, including Buses Illustrated/Buses, Bus & Coach Preservation, Bus
Fayre, LT Museum, Buses Worldwide - BWW/MTN/BBA, Essex Bus News and more. Full list
available. Any reasonable offer accepted. Please contact < petermobbs49@hotmail.com

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS
Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

Daily Covid infection rates rose sharply during October, peaking at over 40,000 but dropping
back during the last week of the month. There were calls for the Government to introduce ‘Plan B’
which would have led to compulsory mask wearing on public transport, vaccine passports and asking
people to work from home if possible. This led to opposition from businesses in Central London where
office working is still way below pre-pandemic levels. However, by the end of October the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine which advises the Government, was predicting infection
rates could fall significantly in the coming weeks, helped by booster jabs being given to older people.
This should ease pressure on NHS services over the winter months and reduce the risk of further
lockdowns.

Climate change conference COP26 (which stands for the 26™ meeting of the Conference of the
Parties) was held in Glasgow for two weeks, starting on 1 November. Several world leaders including
Prime Minister Boris Johnson and US President Biden were present for the first two days, but not the
leaders of China or Russia. China has by far the highest carbon emissions in the world and continues to
rely on coal fired power stations. The aim of the conference was to agree urgent measures to slow the
rate of climate change. Unfortunately, strong winds led to rail disruption which delayed many delegates
from reaching Glasgow on the first day when a tree fell on the West Coast main line between Milton
Keynes and Rugby. There were also delays on the East Coast main line due to overhead line damage at
Peterborough. The media criticised leaders for their use of private jets and convoys of cars. President
Biden was accompanied by 80 cars carrying staff!
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—————— General & Industry News

On the first evening of the conference ten brand new Stagecoach London BYD/ ADL Enviro

400EVs built at Falkirk were used to ferry delegates to an event at Kelvingrove Art Gallery. They
carried ‘The Iconic London Bus. Built in Scotland’ on side advert panels.

The budget on 27 October included announcement of Government funding for £71 million in
five areas to support 335 new zero emission buses. Kent County Council will get £9.5 million for 33
new single deck buses with overhead charging for Fastrack, often termed ‘opportunity’ to indicate that
a bus could be charged briefly en-route of a service. This funding includes five buses for a new
Fastrack service in Dover. It maybe that a Fastrack proposal at Ebbsfleet Garden City may be included.
Milton Keynes will benefit from 60 battery electric buses which will be owned by the local authority,
so they may not be exclusively operated by Arriva, the main operator. Other areas benefitting are
Cambridgeshire, Leicester and Warrington. The Government also announced a further £150 million
worth of funding in 2021/22 to support the introduction of zero emission buses outside London. On top
of that, seven major city areas outside London including Greater Manchester and West Midlands will
get a share of £5.7 billion for transport improvements. This is expected to be mostly for rail based or
active travel initiatives although bus-based schemes may be included. So, nothing for London here, is
this is what ‘levelling up’ means?

One controversial announcement in the budget was that Airport taxes are to be halved on internal
flights, just days before the COP26 Conference met to agree carbon reduction measures. In contrast
Government controlled rail fares are expected to rise by 1% more than inflation next year.

A report to the TfL Board on 20 October confirmed plans to open the Elizabeth line during the
first half of 2022. Trial running with 12 trains per hour through the central section resumed in July.
This will need to increase to 24 trains per hour when the full service is operating. Paddington,
Whitechapel, and Abbey Wood stations have been handed over from the Crossrail contractor to the
operator and Canary Wharf should follow soon. Bond Street is likely to be the last station to be
completed and there is some doubt as to whether it will be able to open with the main section. A
proposal to extend Elizabeth line services from Abbey Wood to Gravesend over existing tracks used by
Southeastern and Thameslink trains is being promoted by Kent County Council and the leaders of
Bexley, Dartford, and Gravesham Councils. They propose a service of eight trains per hour to
Northfleet with four continuing to Gravesend.

Night Tube services will return to the Central and Victoria lines on Saturday 27 November.
Other lines will follow ‘as soon as practicable’ according to TfL. Meanwhile a full Monday to Friday
timetable on the Waterloo & City line resumes on 22 November with trains running every 3 minutes at
peak times and every 5 minutes off peak until 00:30 but there will be no Saturday service for the
foreseeable future.

Corporate and company news

TThe closure of Arriva’s garage at Guildford led to discussions between Arriva, Surrey
County Council and Falcon Buses but they did not reach agreement and they were called off on 26
October. Instead, new route registrations have been lodged, mostly by Stagecoach South (e.g. 34/35
and 53/63) but also by Hallmark (Diamond Bus) on the 91 and 436 at Woking. There seems to be some
confusion over dates, Stagecoach from 18 December but Diamond from 4 January. Arriva had already
quoted that their last day of operation would be Friday 17 December. Arriva in Kent suddenly
announced that they would abandon routes 306/308 (Gravesend & Sevenoaks) with the last day on 30
October. Kent CC arranged that Redroute Buses would take over from Monday 1st November and
they have acquired four former Go-Ahead SE-class E200s (via Ensign Bus) to operate it.
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----- General & Industry News
London Transit is the registered name for operations from Westbourne Park garage (TLB 686
refers). It is owned by RATP Dev UK Ltd (87.5%) and Tower Transit (12.5%).T
The National Express bid to take over Stagecoach was not finalised by 19 October (TLB 686
refers) and negotiations will continue until 16 November.

Metrobus has confirmed an order for 20 hydrogen fuel cell single deckers from Wrightbus.
They are due by June 2022 and will run on Fastway services in Crawley. A joint announcement from
Brighton & Hove and Metrobus suggests that they are planning for another 34 hydrogen buses for the
group but at the same time implying that the Crawley and East Surrey area would be their destination.
The announcement doesn’t say whether single- or double-deck vehicles — or a mixture of both!

Other General News

Local authorities with transport responsibilities outside London were required to submit Bus
Service Improvement Plans (BSIPs) to the Department for Transport by 31 October to be eligible for
Government funding. Many BSIPs are now available on Council websites. They are lengthy documents
containing considerable detail on existing services and plans for improvements. Initial indications are
that some areas are proposing significant enhancements, dependent on Government funding. These
could be new services, more bus priority measures, changes to fares levels and better integration
between operators.

Heathrow based Q Park is the first UK operator to buy Scania Fencer buses. Four 10.9 metre
single deckers will run on car park shuttles. They are due in May 2022. Wrightbus has built a new
zero emission hydrogen demonstrator single decker called The GB Kite. It has its equipment exposed
on the roof which could be swapped for battery packs in an alternative Electroliner version. Production
is expected to commence in early 2022. Rotala owned Diamond Bus has converted five diesel
powered Streetlites to electric. The existing engine is removed and replaced by an electrically powered
motor and battery packs. They will operate in the West Midlands. It seems likely other operators will
convert diesel buses to increase the number of electric buses without having to replace relatively
modern vehicles.

Train services on the Isle of Wight resumed on 1 November using five two coach class 484
trains from Vivarail. The former London Underground D stock trains remain easily recognisable with
similar seating arrangements and no toilets. An hourly service is being provided initially between Ryde
Pier Head and Shanklin but this will eventually increase to half-hourly using a new passing loop at
Brading Station.

On Sunday 31 October two trains collided in Fisherton tunnel outside Salisbury Station. The
front train was a Great Western Service from Southampton to Bristol and the train behind was a South
Western Railway train from London Waterloo to Honiton. The SWR driver and several passengers
were injured but there were no fatalities. Initial investigations by the Rail Accident Investigation
Branch suggest the SWR train slid into the back of the GWR train and derailed, having been unable to
stop at a signal before the junction at Fisherton due to poor wheel adhesion.







