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RATP route 111 has been
converted swiftly to LT
operation, indirectly to
provide VHs on 49 and

X140 from 4th September
until the designated
electric E400EVs could be
put into service. LT 89 is in
Station Road, Hampton on
14th August.

(Terry O'Neill)

Route 49 returned from
Abellio to RATP on

4th September but awaits
road layout changes to
facilitate electric E400EV
operation. The outgoing
operator’s E400H No.2469
is seen in Kensington High
Street. The E400HSs are
due to move to the 156
and 345 to replace diesels.
(Haydn Davies)

Ensignbus’ summer
Southend sea-front
service 68 this year has
been home to the only
Enviro500 to operate in
passenger service in
England.

(Haydn Davies)

Front cover: On 23rd August new services began to the Amazon
Distribution Centre at Littlebrook, Dartford. On the first day a cyclist races
Go-Coach's former Abellio E400 N0.9510 in Rennie Drive close to the ADC.
Go-Coach kept Abellio’s fleet numbers for the batch used on service AZ.
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(Terry Wong Min)
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A THE LONDON BUS A
The monthly newsletter of the
LQI_E London Omnibus Traction Society LQ_IS
k™ 4 website at www.lots.org.uk Bt

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:

UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.

Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectlvely Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to 1nd1v1dual section sub- edltors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors
should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will
miss the deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write
via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in
the following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow
time for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors
and the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.
LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):
Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add .a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 10-12 September and due for posting on Tues 21 September.

Closing date for TLB686 is Weds 6th October and due for posting on Tues 19 October.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 03Nov, 01Dec 2021, 05Jan 2022.
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Society Matters — including LOTS Meetings
“Would the member who paid his subscription on 2nd August at the RBS branch in Wavertree,
Liverpool, contact the membership secretary please? We don’t know who you are! Thank you.”

LOTS Meetings at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm. Conway Hall authorities currently request
that visitors are encouraged to wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms
are asked not to attend.

Monday 27th September in the Brockway Room — the LOTS 2020/2021 AGM

Monday 25th October in the Great Hall - a photographic presentation “When Boris let me out!” by
Russell Young.

Monday 29th November in the Great Hall — Speaker T.B.A. No meeting in December).

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun 26 Sep; Showbus at Hertfordshire Showground, Redbourn. (LSS)

Sat 02 Oct: NLETE Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall, 11am-3.30pm. admission £3
(accompanied children free).

Sun 03 Oct: A&DMBS’ Country Running Day from Chesham Broadway.

Sat 09 Oct: London Bus Museum’s Running Day on route 93 between Putney Heath and Epsom and
Dorking. Like the 65 event last April, this will be a combination of free public service along most
of the current 93 (excluding the congested Putney High Street section) plus the historic route to
Epsom and Dorking. It will include a road run for vehicles that prefer not to run in service.

Sun 10 Oct: South East Bus Festival, Detling, Kent. (LSS)

Sun 24 Oct: Transportfest at London Bus Museum, Brooklands.

Sat 30 Oct: Stagecoach Plumstead Garage, 40th anniversary Open Day. (LSS).

Fri/Sat 05/06 Nov: Aldenham Spectacular at Borehamwood, detail to come (LSS).

Sun 07 Nov: Muswell Hill Running Day on former routes, e.g.RTs on 212express, 244, 251A; RM on
134A, RF on main 212. Full timetables will be available in due course.

Sat 20 Nov: NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Paul’s Centre, Church Street, Enfield. 11am-2.30pm.
admission £3 (accompanied children free).

Membership payment

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com with your name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what
you have subscribed to. Occasionally we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for
The same email address can be used to query membership matters, to query non-arrival of TLB or
LBM, missing or damaged pages, queries about Postal Sales or even if you wish to discontinue
membership for some reason.




The London Bus — TLB685 — September 2021 — Page 3

LOTS Postal Sales

In addition to writing into the LOTS Office, orders may be e-mailed to lotspostalsales@gmail.com
and then make a direct bank payment sent to our bank account:- detail in ‘membership’ above. In your
e-mail please ensure that you include your name, address and LOTS Membership Number (as shown
on your TLB envelope label) and also use your name as a reference for your bank payment,
Membership Number and the words “Postal Sales”. (Banks don’t tell us who you are and what you
ordered)!

NOTE: For anyone wishing to pay their Membership renewal subscription at the same time,
please use “Mem + Sales” as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name /
Membership Number. The LOTS Postal Sales Team will inform the Membership Secretary
accordingly. Any follow-up enquiries concerning Postal Sales can also be sent to the same e-mail
address; this even applies if you have written in with your order originally. Please remember that all
orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in these current
times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales, Unit G16 Lombard
Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the 'Postal Sales'
name is included prominently, so we can give the order the best attention. The most recent Sales List
was included with TLB681 and in any case the Sales List on our website can be used. Orders from the
Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In each case, please don’t staple cheques to the form —
they really won’t get lost by us but might be when the banks try to process them electronically! For
any subsequent query over Postal Sales you can email to lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Recent and new publications:

LOTS London Bus Magazine LBM197 Autumn 2021: Main items are: ‘The last years of step
entrance buses Part 2 which focuses on non-TfL and country area operations’ and ‘An imaginary
journey by tram 90 years ago’. (£5.00) **NEW**

LOTS London Bus & Tram Fleetbook 2021: Updated to TLB681. (£7.00).

TLB Extra 1956 The last of the series although there is a difference. 1956 was a fairly slack year for
vehicle changes so this book has been expanded from 60 to 80 pages to include a summary of all the
updates to all the other issues 1948-1955 and 1957-1984. Fully illustrated in B&W but with original
1956 colour cover pictures. (£7.00). **recent**

LOTS Review 2020: An A4-size 80-page book detailing all the London region events of last year,
with over 100 colour pictures. £13.00. **recent**

LOTS SUP-39B TfL Bus Operators Fleet Allocations and PVRs at 6th February 2021 (£4.50).
LOTS LBM196 Summer 2021 London Bua Magazine (£5.00).

LOTS LBM195 Spring 2021 London Bus Magazine (£5.00).

LOTS LBM194 Winter 2020/21 London Bus Magazine (£5.00).

2021 Route Handbook of Brighton & Hove (SEC) £2.00.

2021 Route Handbook of Stagecoach South Limited (SEC) £2.00. Both list depots and outstations.

Today’s London Overground - 4 Pictorial Overview by Justin Bailey (Pen & Sword) (£30.00).

176 pages with 200 colour illustrations) Published by Pen & Sword Books.

A Photographic Journey through the London Underground — /ook again by Elke and Niko
Rollmann (Pen & Sword) £25.00 152 pages with 200 colour illustrations).

Southdown Fleet History Part 31: 1966 The last standard PD3s (SEC) (£7.00)

SEC Fleet Book 2021: covering Stagecoach South; Stagecoach South East; Brighton & Hove; First
Hampshire & Dorset (SEC) (£7.50)

Sussex Independents 2021: A guide to fleets and services of smaller operators (SEC (£6.00)

Working For London Buses - Stories from those involved. Capital Transport £25.00; 128 pages, A4
Hardback, covering “stories behind 16 aspects of London Bus operation over the past 50 years”.
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Surrey's Spring Line - A History of Country Bus Route 408 by Peter Osborn (LHRG) A4. 72 pages.
Many colourpoour and B&W photos. This marks the centenary of the first East Surrey service
between Guildford and Epsom in November 1921 which became the 408. (£10.00)**new**
The London Dennis Trident by M. Wharmby (Pen & Sword) (£35.00) **new**
London Trolleybus Collection by Mick Webber. Bowden Publishing £40.00; 194 pages, A4
Hardback, “illustrating the many and varied aspects of trolleybus operation in London from 1931
to 1962. Further overseas use in Malaya and Spain is also featured”.
Buses & Coaches In and Around Walton-on-Thames and Weybridge 1891-1986 by Laurie James.
Pen & Sword Books £30.00; 208 pages with “200 colour and black & white photos and maps”.
Do not alight here: updated 2021 handbook-size edition with maps of the walks. By Ben Pedroche
Today’s London Overground - A Pictorial Overview by Justin Bailey £30.00
(176 pages with 200 colour illustrations) Published by Pen & Sword Books

A Photographic Journey through the London Underground — look again
by Elke and Niko Rollmann £25.00 (152 pages with 200 colour illustrations)
Published by Pen & Sword Books

Today’s London Buses: Reiss O’Neill (Pen & Sword Books), 288 pages with 200 colour photos
covering the last few years of the London bus scene. (£35.00) **new**

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

Covid-19 rates increased during August with daily infections reaching around 40,000 by early
September, raising concerns about further increases with schools returning and questions about
whether 12-16 year olds should be vaccinated. However, hospital admissions and deaths are still way
below levels experienced last winter as a result the successful vaccination programme. Life has
returned to normal at sports venues and theatres and night clubs now at full capacity again.

Public transport usage is increasing but remains well below pre-pandemic levels. Underground
patronage has reached around 53% of pre pandemlc levels on working days with buses achieving over
60%. Fortunately, the peak trend is now increasing faster as people return to schools and workplaces.
Underground use increased by over 20% between 8am and 9am during the first week of September and
both modes consistently do better at weekends. More good news is that people are now being actively
encouraged to use public transport again. National Rail has started a publicity campaign promoting rail
travel (with the red double arrow symbo] featuring prominently) and several rail companies have been
using TV ads to promote their services.

A significant fares increase in January 2022 is not inevitable according to Transport
Commissioner Andy Byford and London Mayor Sadiq Khan. Addressing the London Assembly on 2
September they said higher fares would deter people from returning to public transport and could
encourage a car led recovery. Fare increases are usually linked to the July retail price index which was
3.8% and would result in a 4.8% fares increase under the Government’s RPI+1% formula. Discussions
on funding levels after the current agreement expires in December are continuing (TLB 684 refers).

TfL has confirmed the opening date for the Northern line extension to Battersea Power
Station as Monday 20 September. There are two new stations, Nine Elms and Battersea Power Station,
both of which are in zone 1. This is the first major extension to the Underground network this century
and the first new Northern line stations to open for 80 years. The initial train services will run every 10
minutes at peak times and every 12 minutes at off peak times on the Charing Cross branch. Those
frequencies will be doubled from 2022. Meanwhile in east London the original entrance to
Whitechapel station on Whitechapel Road has re-opened, providing step free access to London
Underground and London Overground platforms. The temporary entrance on Court Street has now
closed and will be removed.
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The two middle District and H&C line tracks (used for many years by terminating H&C
services) have been removed to provide a wide concourse area with improved access to the
Overground platforms below. New escalators will provide access to the Elizabeth line platforms which
is due to open in the first half of 2022. TfL has confirmed that when the central section of the Elizabeth
line opens there will initially be three separate services, Abbey Wood to Paddington (low level),
Paddington (National Rail) to Heathrow or Reading and Liverpool Street (National Rail) to Shenfield.

More people are using the Emirates Cable Car. Weekly figures exceeded 60,000 during August
and the bank holiday weekend was the busiest since 2012. More than 13 million trips have been made
since it was launched. TfL has announced it is looking for a new sponsor as the existing agreement
ends in June 2022.

An advert for the Channel 4 programme Naked Attraction created a social media storm and was
banned a few days after it appeared on the sides of buses. The T-shaped adverts contained the words
‘Loves Naked Attraction” and ‘Loves Being Naked” with arrows pointing towards passengers sitting on
the upper deck. The ads were heavily criticised on social media. They had been displayed on buses all
over the country by media giant Global which handles most commercial advertising on UK buses. As
bus and train commentator Roger French pointed out in his blog, the protests proved bus advertising
does work. He suggested bus sides should instead be used to promote positive messages of bus travel.

Thomas Ableman is joining TfL as Innovation Director, which appears to be a new role. He
started ‘Snap’ before the pandemic which achieved some success with on-demand inter-city coach
services, competing with Megabus and National Express and most significantly, Flixbus but he says
Snap will not return. ‘Freewheeling’, Thomas Ableman’s website and blog contains well-informed
articles on the challenges facing public transport, so it will be interesting to see how he manages to
make an impact at TfL. Sadly, he has decided not to continue his blog when he joins TfL.

Corporate and company news

Go-Ahead has appointed Ed Wills as Managing Director at Brighton & Hove and Metrobus,
replacing Martin Harris who is retiring in November. He is currently Managing Director for Bus
Commercial Development at Go-Ahead.

Other General News

Staff shortages have become an unlikely outcome of the pandemic in recent weeks. A year ago,
all the talk was of people being laid off or furloughed. Now many companies, including those in the
transport industry are finding it increasingly hard to recruit and retain staff. HGV drivers are in
particularly short supply. Part of the problem has arisen due to foreign workers returning to their home
countries when pandemic began. Add to that the unintended consequences of Brexit and long delays at
the DVLA for driving tests and you have that much over-used phrase ‘a perfect storm’. Some bus
companies outside London are already having to cut services while supermarkets are finding it difficult
to remain fully stocked and the indications are that this situation will get worse before it improves. On
top of this, companies such as Amazon are opening huge distribution centres and are paying bus
companies to offer drivers far higher wages than local bus companies could normally manage, to
provide special services designed to meet their needs. One such facility opened recently on the site of
the former Littlebrook power station, close to the Dartford Crossing and served by Go Coach Hire.

Councillors in Harlow are pressing the town Council to call for a seven-mile extension of the
Central line from Epping to Harlow. The Council will also lobby to extend London fare zones
pointing out that a Contactless off-peak single fare from Amersham to Liverpool Street costs £4.30 and
takes 65 minutes while a single fare from Harlow Town to Liverpool Street costs £14.50 but takes 35
minutes. TfL said it has not had any engagement with Harlow Council. Given that the Watford
Junction extension on the Metropolitan line has so far taken about 40 years without anything being
built, the likelihood of this proposal proceeding must be very slim.

The Marble Arch Mound which opened on 23 July with tickets costing £4.50 to much criticism
(TLB 684 refers) is now free. However, you have to pre-book entry tickets on-line.







